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In Brief: Politics and Problems

Dear Friend,

The U.S. presidential campaign is officially in full swing. The presidential nominees of both major 
parties have addressed the crisis in U.S.-Russian relations as well as the ongoing tragic situation in 
Georgia. In upcoming weekly updates, we will try to include relevant stories on the views and 
strategies of both candidates regarding the former Soviet Union.

In the last few days, the political situation in Ukraine has taken a dramatic turn for the worse. The 
ongoing problems between President Yushchenko and Prime Minister Tymoshenko have boiled over 
and now threaten their ruling coalition. All of this occurred on the eve of Vice President Cheney's visit 
to Kyiv. President Yushchenko has floated the idea of new elections, something the Prime Minister 
has dismissed.

The Russian government continues to ignore international calls to fulfill the ceasefire agreement 
calling for its complete withdrawal from Georgia. As a result, tensions continue to grow between 
Russia and the United States and the European Union. There are a number of stories highlighting 
these issues in this week’s update.

Sincerely,

    
Mark B. Levin
Executive Director
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#1
For Jews, new-old worries
By Lee Wunsch and Mark Levin
Houston Chronicle, August 23, 2008

We both came of age in the 1960s and recall, with some amount of humor, the days of "duck and cover" drills. 
In the face of nuclear threat from the Soviet Union, schoolchildren around the country were to protect 
themselves from attack by ducking under their desks and covering up their heads. Those were the heady days 
of the Cold War days, when the Soviet Union was flexing its political and military muscle.

It was in that same period that American Jews, in concert with other ethnic and religious groups, rose up and 
demanded freedom for Jews living in what was then the former Soviet Union. Forty years ago, Jews in the 
Soviet Union were denied basic human rights and prevented from worshiping as Jews.



More than 20 years ago, leaders of the American Jewish community mobilized 200,000 people on the Mall in 
Washington, D.C., to proclaim to President Ronald Reagan and Soviet Union President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
"Let my people go." We were among the throngs of people on the Mall that cold December afternoon.

This unprecedented event signaled a turning point in the "Soviet Jewry movement" and was part of the 
convergence of events that ultimately resulted in the collapse of the Soviet Union and the exodus of 1.5 million 
Jews from the totalitarian regime of the Soviet Union to freedom in Israel and the United States.

Now, almost 20 years after this historic exodus, the conflict across the Russian-Georgian border is having a 
devastating impact beyond the war zone and raising, again, the specter of Soviet-style domination. The conflict 
has affected the region, the United States and Europe. How this conflict will play out over the next days and 
weeks is the subject of speculation and conjecture by journalists, opinion-shapers and bloggers.

We are worried about the conflict, particularly in the context of Russia's history and the history of the Soviet 
Union. We're worried about Jews living in the region because of the historic and contemporary challenges that 
Jews have faced. We are concerned that, even with a potential settlement of the conflict, a colossal 
humanitarian crisis has been created.

The geopolitical situation is fragile; and that fragility has already had an impact on Jewish life in the region, 
particularly for the elderly and vulnerable, who have been put at even greater risk.

In Russia, Jewish heritage reaches back to the 15th century, and in Georgia, for over 2,600 years. While anti-
Semitism in Georgia has been virtually unknown, Jews in Russia have persevered despite pervasive anti-
Semitism during the czarist and Soviet periods. In the waning decades of the Soviet Union, Jews were 
disproportionately represented among the dissidents who were persecuted and imprisoned for the ideals of 
freedom.

Now, in the early years of the 21st century, we are concerned that the situation that was so prevalent in the 
Soviet Union may, once again, be creeping into Russian society — both its military and political aspirations and 
the impact on Jews in the region.

Ties between the United States and the former Soviet Union go beyond geopolitical concerns. The former 
Soviet Union is the ancestral home to many Americans. Our grandparents and great-grandparents were 
emigrants in earlier centuries, and recent emigrants came after the break up of the Soviet Union.

Since 1991, Jewish life has begun to thrive again in the 15 successor states to the Soviet Union, and markedly 
in Russia and Georgia.

The American Jewish community works with our partners in the region to further this revitalization by 
strengthening Jewish communal institutions and promoting religious freedom and human rights.

We also work with the governments of Russia, Georgia and other republics to assure the safety and security of 
the Jewish communities and other minority communities within the fragile institutions of post-Soviet 
governance.

Some U.S. government representatives have suggested that Russia's military action seeks to punish Georgia 
for trying to integrate with the West — a warning for other former Soviet republics and satellites that want to 
forge closer ties.

The organized American Jewish community has expressed its concern over the humanitarian situation, 
expressing its pain over the injury and loss of life, and urging the international community to assist the victims 
and those seeking refuge from the areas of conflict.



In February, Jewish leaders visited Georgia, in recognition of its close ties with the United States and its 
movement toward democratization. The personal relationships that developed add to our anxiety over the 
ongoing violence. Any issues should be dealt with at the negotiating table.

We applaud the efforts of the U.S. government and other countries to resolve the current crisis and we support 
the redoubling of all efforts to bring about a speedy resolution.

Houstonians played a critical role in advocacy for Jews in the Soviet Union; they were leaders in the movement 
and they were leaders in raising tens of millions of dollars to support the migration of Soviet Jews.

Today, as the conflict continues between Russia and Georgia, Jews in Houston and throughout North America, 
are continuing our support for international organizations that have rallied to support the innocent victims of the 
situation.

Wunsch is president and CEO of the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston (lwunsch@houstonjewish.org). 
Levin, based in Washington, D.C., is executive director of NCSJ: Advocates on behalf of Jews in the Former 
Soviet Union Jewry (mlevin@ncsj.org).

#2
Dark Clouds Over Picturesque Crimea 
By Walter Ruby
NY Jewish Week, September 4, 2008

Simferopol, Ukraine — Yefim Trahtenberg and Leonid Tupilov, two lay leaders of Ner Tamid Progressive 
(Reform) Congregation in this sunny city that serves as the administrative capital of Crimea — a stunningly 
beautiful peninsula on Ukraine’s Black Sea Coast — are longtime friends and collaborators. They have worked 
together harmoniously for years in rebuilding the Jewish community here since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 

Yet Trahtenberg and Tupilov found themselves in sharp disagreement when they got together last week with 
several other lay leaders of the congregation for a discussion of Russia’s recent war against Georgia and what 
it may portend for Crimea. The predominantly Russian-speaking section of Ukraine is widely touted by political 
observers as the next piece of the former Soviet Union that Russia may seek to bring under its direct control.      
Tupilov, a 73-year-old retired metal worker, opened the exchange by maintaining that Georgian President 
Mikhel Saakashvili started the Russian-Georgian war by invading South Ossetia and killing hundreds. That 
drew a heated response from Trahtenberg, a 63-year-old businessman, who said, “Russia’s actions in 
Georgia, including its wholesale violation of Georgian sovereignty, were very sad to see.” Trahtenberg scoffed 
at the idea that Russia sent its troops into Georgia to free the Ossetians, pointing out that Russians leveled 
Grozny, the capital of nearby Chechnya, and killed thousands there in order to prevent that region from 
seceding from Russia. 

Tupilov expressed the hope that Russia would extend its citizenship to Russian-speakers living in Crimea as a 
first step to annexing Crimea, which was part of the Russian Soviet Socialist Republic until then-Soviet dictator 
Nikita Khrushchev peremptorily ordered the region transferred to Ukraine in 1954.
But Trahtenberg shot back, predicting that the adverse international reaction to Russia’s attack on Georgia will 
deter the Kremlin from seeking the return of Crimea anytime soon. “I don’t believe the international community 
will put up with it,” he said.

The exchange between the two Crimean friends could mirror, in miniature, a “Jew vs. Jew” scenario that may 
play out in the near future if areas like Crimea become flashpoints as Russia pushes a more aggressive stance 
toward its neighbors, experts say. 

“We are concerned about the possibility of Jewish communities getting in the middle of something initiated by 
their governments, whether in Crimea or other potential flashpoints,” said Mark Levin, executive director of 
NCSJ, the foremost American Jewish advocacy group on behalf of Jews in the former Soviet Union.



“So far there has not been a lot of tension between the Jewish communities of Russia and Ukraine, but we are 
concerned about what might happen if things heat up.” Levin said. “American Jewry has tended to see the 
Jewish communities of the FSU as a monolith, but that has not been true for years.”

On a visit to Crimea last week,  conflicting emotions were  in evidence among members of the 5,500-strong 
Jewish community here about the escalating tensions between Russia and Ukraine over their homeland. In 
interviews in Simferopol, home to the largest Jewish community in Crimea, and in Alushta, a resort community 
40 miles to the south, several Crimean Jewish leaders said they would prefer to live under an increasingly 
totalitarian Russian regime they perceive as strong and effective rather than under a more democratic 
Ukrainian government widely seen as corrupt and dysfunctional.

Yet other Jews expressed fears that increased Russian-Ukrainian tensions could lead to violence and that the 
authoritarian Russian government dominated by Prime Minister Vladimir Putin might institute controls inimical 
to the free expression to which they have become accustomed.

A melange of majestic mountains plunging into the sea and ruined cities and castles extending back to the 
ancient Greeks and the Khazars, Crimea seems an unlikely conflict zone. Especially given that it is now 
brimming with tourists from around the former Soviet Union enjoying beach holidays.
Yet the peninsula, while geographically contiguous to Ukraine, was considered to be a part of Russia from the 
time it was wrested from the Ottoman Turks by Catherine the Great in the late 18th century until Khrushchev 
awarded it to Ukraine. Khrushchev’s act was a largely symbolic one at a time when Russia and Ukraine were 
both part of the Soviet Union, but assumed great significance when the Soviet state abruptly dissolved in 1991. 
Crimea suddenly found itself part of newly independent Ukraine, despite having an ethnically diverse 
population of about 2.5 million with a considerable preponderance of ethnic Russians and Russian speakers of 
varied backgrounds. 

In addition, Crimea has considerable strategic importance as the home of the Russian Black Sea fleet, which 
leases port facilities in the Crimean city of Sevastopol and last month used that base to direct naval operations 
against the Georgian coast. Ukraine’s pro-western President Victor Yuschenko, who has denounced Russian
military operations in Georgia, and like Saakiashvili has applied to join NATO, threatened last month to ban 
Russian warships from returning to Sevastopol, but has made no military moves to back up his words.  
Andrey Ovcharov, a 55-year-old tour operator in Alushta, a bustling resort town on Crimea’s southern coast, is 
an unabashed advocate of what he calls “the hope” that Russia will eventually take Crimea from Ukraine.
Ovcharov, who moved to Alushta with his parents from the Urals region of Russia as a teenager and today 
serves as president of the 100-member Jewish community of Alushta, said, “A transfer of sovereignty to 
Russia would be a positive thing, especially if it happens in a civilized way.” 

Ovcharov resents having to live in a society where all local television is in Ukrainian and all films are in 
Ukrainian with Russian subtitles. This, despite a paucity of Ukrainian-speakers. 
“Of course, we can watch cable television and read newspapers from Moscow, but nobody knows when the 
government in Kiev may further step up the pressure of ‘Ukrainization.’ At the same time, life is becoming 
progressively more difficult here with soaring inflation, bribery and corruption. In Russia, the government has 
been more successful in imposing order and building a strong economy.”

But haven’t Russians paid a heavy price for that success in terms of the imposition of authoritarian government 
and loss of press freedoms? Ovcharov replied, “In Ukraine, you have a so-called democratic press that 
delights in reporting nothing but crime and sensationalism. Frankly, we prefer the more positive news we get in 
the Russian media.”

What about the idea that Jews as a people do not fare well in non-democratic societies? “In modern-day 
Russia,” Ovcharov replied, “a disproportionate number of the wealthiest businesspeople, doctors, scientists, 
and show business personalities are Jews. I think Jews have proven over the past 15 years that they can live 
quite successfully in Russia.”

In contrast, Ovcharov’s father, 79-year-old Boris Berland, who maintains that “Russia overdid it in Georgia,” 
would prefer Crimea to become an  independent republic, separate from both Russia and Ukraine, pointing  for 



inspiration to “The Island of Crimea,” a 1970s novel in which anti-Soviet novelist Vassily Aksyonov imagined a 
free Crimea adjoining the totalitarian Soviet Union. 
Trahtenberg, a lifelong resident of Simferopol, who helped to found the first Jewish Culture Society there in 
1989, agrees an independent Crimea would be ideal. But he says, “Sadly, there is no chance of that 
happening. So the question becomes, ‘Which country is better for the Jews? Where is there less anti-
Semitism?’

“Regrettably, there is plenty in both countries,” Trahtenberg continued. “Let’s not forget that in Moscow, 
skinheads beat up Uzbeks and Armenians with impunity. If that can happen to them today, it may be Jews 
tomorrow.”

Other leaders of Ner Tamid seemed less concerned about the relative justice of the Russian and Ukrainian 
claims to Crimea than with the belief that a way must be found to avoid violence over the issue. 
Eduard Kunitzer, a 72-year-old artist, noted, “I moved here in 1990 from Uzbekistan after witnessing the 
violence that erupted there between various nationalities as the Soviet Union fell apart. I hoped it would be 
more stable here. Now I am deeply worried about what might happen here due to the so-called ‘national 
question.’” 

Mikhail Lambrosa, a 49-year-old jeweler, is a Krymchak, one of about 300 remaining members of a nearly 
extinct, ethnically Turkic community that practices Judaism and saw 80 percent of its members massacred by 
the Nazis during the German occupation of Crimea in late 1941. Lambrosa lived for years in Israel and 
Germany but returned to Simferopol because, “In the end, I realized that Crimea is the place closest to my 
heart. “Whatever happens here, we pray that it won’t involve blood,” she continued. “Ultimately, what we need 
here is a strong, non-corrupt government here. Is that Russia? I don’t know. I haven’t been in Russia in 15 
years. Moscow is very expensive these days. It’s cheaper for us to travel to Turkey or Egypt.” Ultimately, 
everyone at Ner Tamid agreed that no matter which country governs Crimea, the survival of a vibrant Jewish 
community is essential to their own psychic well-being.

Grigori Zeitzer, a 59-year-old agronomist, remarked, “I come to synagogue Friday night tired and frazzled from 
work and leave a couple of hours later refreshed and uplifted by the feeling of togetherness I find here.”
For his part, Trahtenberg said, “If we didn’t have our synagogue, many of us would find it impossible to go on 
living here. Since 1989 we have learned to live openly as proud Jews. That feeling of connection to each other 
and to Jews throughout the world is what will sustain us whatever the future may bring.”

#3
Russian Journalist’s Killing Protested
Associated Press, September 1, 2008

More than 1,000 angry mourners turned the funeral of a journalist critical of Russia’s government into a 
demonstration on Monday, accusing police officials of lying when they said he had been shot accidentally. The 
journalist, Magomed Yevloyev, died Sunday after police officers picked him up at an airport in Ingushetia 
Province in Russia’s volatile North Caucasus and left him on a road with a gunshot wound in his head. Some 
people attending the funeral, which was near Ingushetia’s main city, Nazran, carried banners demanding the 
resignation of the regional leader, Murat M. Zyazikov, and an independent investigation into Mr. Yevloyev’s 
death. The authorities said Mr. Yevloyev had been shot accidentally while trying to take away a police officer’s 
gun, but human rights campaigners said he had been killed in retribution for running a Web site that reported 
on widespread allegations of abuses, abductions and killings in Ingushetia. 

#4
Russian museum of tolerance opens in 2011 to become the world biggest Jewish museum 
Interfax , September 4, 2008 

New Russian Museum of tolerance is to open in 2011. 



It will be the biggest Jewish museum in the world. Its total area will equal to 17,000 square meters, while the 
area of exposition dedicated to history of Jewish people is 4,500 square meters, the Federation of Jewish 
Communities of Russia (FJCR) told Interfax-Religion on Thursday. 

Building of the museum will be commenced in 2009 based on the Bakhmetev garage in Obraztsov Street in 
Moscow. It will house several museum expositions, a library, a scientific center, conference halls and exhibition 
galleries. The ground floor of the two-storey educational and exhibition complex will be located underground. 

The Graft Labs renowned German architectural bureau and the Ralph Appelbaum Associates international 
design company worked out the concept of interior design. 

Speaking at the museum concept presentation, FJCR President Alexander Boroda said, architects managed to 
settle two tasks at a time: "to preserve the garage building, which is a unique architectural site, and combine 
top multimedia technologies with traditional forms of museum expositions."

The FJCR and the Garage center of modern culture will realize joint exhibition projects before construction 
work starts. Ilia Kabakov is to be exhibited first. 

The Ralph Appelbaum Associates became famous after constructing exposition of the USA Holocaust 
Memorial Museum. Besides, its designers worked at William Clinton Presidential library, the National World 
War I museum and the London transport museum. 

The Graft Labs bureau actively cooperates with Hollywood stars and cinema companies and carries out design 
and architectural projects in Europe and Asia. The Bureau designed Brad Pitt's villa and participated in his 
charity project to help residents of New Orleans suffered from Hurricane Katrina. 

#5
Russian Offensive Hailed in Mideast
By Ellen Knickmeyer
Washington Post, August 30, 2008

CAIRO -- For some in the Middle East, the images of Russian tanks rolling into Georgia in defiance of U.S. 
opposition have revived warm memories of the Cold War.

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad flew last week to Moscow, where he endorsed Russia's offensive in Georgia 
and, according to Russian officials, sought additional Russian weapon systems.

Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, Libyan leader Moammar Gaddafi's influential son, echoed the delight expressed in much 
of the Arab news media. "What happened in Georgia is a good sign, one that means America is no longer the 
sole world power setting the rules of the game," the younger Gaddafi was quoted as telling the Russian daily 
Kommersant. "There is a balance in the world now. Russia is resurging, which is good for us, for the entire 
Middle East."

In Turkey, an American and European ally that obtains more than two-thirds of its natural gas from Russia, the 
reaction was more complex. Turks watched as the United States, NATO and a divided European Union 
hesitated in the face of Russian military assertiveness, leaving them more doubtful than they already were 
about depending on the West to secure U.S.-backed alternative oil and gas supply lines.

"This Russian invasion of Georgia is a turning point in the relations of the Atlantic community with Russia, 
including, of course, Turkey," Ozden Sanberk, a former Turkish ambassador to Britain, said by telephone from 
Turkey. "There is a change in the paradigm, a change in assessment."

Since Aug. 8, when Russia sent troops and tanks across its southern border in a confrontation with Georgia's 
pro-Western government, many Turkish newspapers have urged the Turkish government to improve relations 
with Russia, in pragmatic acceptance of the possibility that Russia could directly or indirectly control most oil 
and gas supplies from Central Asia to Europe.



Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan for the past two weeks has sought to persuade leaders of 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Russia to put their political differences aside in the interest of keeping oil 
and gas flowing.

Russian leaders, angry at Turkish military aid to Georgia, repeatedly refused to take Erdogan's calls, Turkish 
news media reported.

Russia has been paying closer attention to the needs of the United States' least favorite Middle East countries, 
Syria and Iran.

Russia's ambassador in Tehran, Alexander Sadovnikov, told Iranian news media this week that Russia was 
committed to helping Iran finish work on its Bushehr nuclear plant as soon as possible. At the same time, Iran's 
oil minister declared his country's eagerness to do more business with Russia's main energy company, 
Gazprom.

The United States has tried to discourage European countries and Turkey from turning to Iran for oil and gas. 
With Russia demonstrating its ability to control supplies through Georgia and the rest of the Caucasus, Iran's 
supplies are going to look more attractive to U.S. allies in Europe, analysts noted.

And with the United States and Russia at odds, Iran also can expect more help from Russia in blocking U.S. 
efforts at the U.N. Security Council and other international bodies to sanction Iran over its nuclear program, 
said Flynt Leverett, a former Bush administration Middle East policy director and now a senior fellow at the 
New America Foundation in Washington.

Especially with Assad's visit to Moscow, Russians are signaling that there is more they can do to undermine 
U.S. policies, Leverett said.

Syrian officials this week denied reports in Russian news media that Assad had sought Russian ballistic 
missiles on his visit to Moscow and had offered to host a Russian naval post again, as Syria did in the Cold 
War to ward off any attack by Israel.

Iranian officials, mindful of a possible U.S. or Israeli strike, also have voiced hopes of obtaining Russia's most 
advanced antiaircraft missile systems.

In Israel and the United States, there is "definitely rising concern Russia may go ahead and deliver those 
systems as a way of further indicating how unhappy it is with U.S. policy," Leverett said.

Russia, however, also has been building relations and trade with Israel, and has denied selling its most 
advanced systems to Syria or Iran. Syria itself is in indirect peace talks with Israel. Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov said last week that Russia was ready to sell Syria arms of a "defensive character that do not 
violate the strategic balance of power in the Middle East."

Israel said Prime Minister Ehud Olmert planned to travel to Russia to discuss any Syria-Russia arms deals, 
amid statements from Israeli officials that the arms could be used to bolster Syrian ally Hezbollah.

Middle East governments have experience with Russian-made weapons, which haven't worked so well, said 
Abdel-Moneim Said, director of the al-Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies in Cairo. Egyptians still 
blame their defeats in wars against Israel partly on their Russian-supplied weapons.

Many Arab analysts initially cheered Russia's flexing of its military muscles. An opinion piece in the United 
Arab Emirates-based Gulf News called it "long overdue." Editorials in some Arab news media this week and 
last expressed second thoughts, questioning whether Russia has the stability, surety of purpose or strength to 
be a leader among countries.



"All that ended up to be a kind of nostalgia, or looking for a new kind of Cold War, when there was not only 
one, single power dominating the world, the United States, and its ally, Israel," Said said.

Now, "there's a realization that Russia has a lot of interests with the West. Also that Russia is still a limited 
power," he said. "It's no match. There is no new Cold War coming."

#6
Russia Claims Its Sphere of Influence in the World
By Andrew E. Kramer
New York Times, September 1, 2008

MOSCOW — President Dmitri A. Medvedev of Russia on Sunday laid out what he said would become his 
government’s guiding principles of foreign policy after its landmark conflict with Georgia — notably including a 
claim to a “privileged” sphere of influence in the world.

Speaking to Russian television in the Black Sea resort of Sochi, a day before a summit meeting in Brussels 
where European leaders were to reassess their relations with Russia, Mr. Medvedev said his government 
would adhere to five principles.

Russia, he said, would observe international law. It would reject what he called United States dominance of 
world affairs in a “unipolar” world. It would seek friendly relations with other nations. It would defend Russian 
citizens and business interests abroad. And it would claim a sphere of influence in the world.

In part, Mr. Medvedev reiterated long-held Russian positions, like his country’s rejection of American 
aspirations to an exceptional role in world affairs after the end of the cold war. The Russian authorities have 
also said previously that their foreign policy would include a defense of commercial interests, sometimes citing 
American practice as justification.

In his unabashed claim to a renewed Russian sphere of influence, Mr. Medvedev said: “Russia, like other 
countries in the world, has regions where it has privileged interests. These are regions where countries with 
which we have friendly relations are located.”

Asked whether this sphere of influence would be the border states around Russia, he answered, “It is the 
border region, but not only.”

Last week, Mr. Medvedev used vehement language in announcing Russia’s recognition of the independence of 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia. Though he alluded in passing to respecting Georgia’s territorial integrity, he 
defended Russia’s intervention as necessary to prevent a genocide.

Mr. Medvedev, inaugurated in May, was an aide to Vladimir V. Putin, the former president and now prime 
minister.

Mr. Putin appeared on Russian television on Sunday from the nation’s far east, where he was inspecting 
progress on a trans-Siberian oil pipeline to China and the Pacific Ocean, a clear warning to Europe that Russia 
could find alternative customers for its energy exports. He was later shown in a forest, dressed in camouflage
and hunting a Siberian tiger with a tranquilizer gun.

Leaders of the 27 members of the European Union, who will meet in an emergency session on Monday, were 
considered highly unlikely to impose sanctions or go beyond diplomatic measures in expressing disapproval of 
Russia’s conflict with Georgia.

The members in Eastern Europe have tended to be more wary and more confrontational toward Russia, while 
Western European countries have tended to be more concerned with not jeopardizing energy imports from 
Russia.

#7



One Voice on Georgia
By Fred Hiatt
Washington Post, September 1, 2008 

Despite their sharp jabs at each other's reaction to Russia's invasion of Georgia, Barack Obama and John 
McCain agree about the most fundamental question it poses. Yet both campaigns know that the issue could 
define their differences for voters in critical if unpredictable ways.

Their agreement is fortunate for America, especially since it was far from guaranteed that both major parties 
would nominate candidates committed to American leadership in defending the territorial integrity and 
democratic aspirations of small and distant nations.

Plenty of people in both parties, after all, question that commitment. Some believe that America's past 
behavior, from the Spanish-American War to the invasion of Iraq, disqualifies it from telling anyone else what to 
do. Others argue, as Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland said to me last week, that we should be understanding of 
Russia's desire for its own "sphere of influence." Still others worry that America is overextended and that it 
should not let itself get dragged into conflicts by unpredictable allies it cannot control.

None of these arguments is trivial, and managing a newly aggressive Russia will pose challenges that the 
candidates -- like the Bush administration -- are only beginning to confront.

But both McCain and Obama have lined up behind the idea that nations should be free to chart their own 
destiny and that the United States should help them do so. However inconsistently implemented, this has been 
a key principle of Democratic and Republican presidents since the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991 and 
during the decades of the Cold War preceding it.

So why are the two camps still shooting spitballs at each other about their statements Aug. 8 as the Russia-
Georgia fighting was getting underway? The Obama campaign accuses McCain of showing his Cold War 
mentality by blaming Russia so quickly. The accusation is beyond silly, since McCain had read the situation 
correctly -- as reflected by Obama's second statement, a few hours later, echoing McCain's. The McCain 
camp, for its part, views Obama's first, evenhanded response as reflecting inexperience or moral confusion, 
which is, at the least, reading too much into a statement that Obama quickly updated.

The argument persists as proxy for what may emerge in the debates as a far less trivial divide. Obama will 
portray McCain as a dangerous warmonger; McCain will portray Obama as a naive apostle of toothless 
diplomacy; and Vladimir Putin, who in his usual crude and disingenuous way already has injected himself into 
the U.S. campaign, may play a starring role.

For the McCain camp, Putin helpfully reminds voters that history from time to time produces bad men with 
whom reasoning may yield little fruit. Obama has emphasized the importance of talking to such men. 
Moreover, McCain boasts years of deep involvement in that part of the world, with clear positions taken. 
Obama's record is thin, and divisions within his own camp heighten the uncertainty about how he would 
respond.

Yet Obama advisers say the issue can work to their advantage. No one proposes deploying the U.S. military to 
Georgia, they point out, and therefore this crisis proves the importance of other tools, such as muscular 
diplomacy and strong alliances. If George W. Bush had not strained and frayed those alliances, if he had not 
misread Putin, the United States would have more options in standing up to Russia. Obama is better suited to 
refurbish the non-military tools, his advisers will argue.

 From these competing frameworks a useful debate on concrete responses could emerge. The two may 
disagree on whether and how to rearm Georgia, as my colleague Jim Hoagland wrote yesterday; on the right 
balance of punishment and deterrence for Russia in terms of sanctions, exclusion from international forums 
and other measures; on the best way to bolster Ukraine and encourage European independence from Russian 
oil and gas.



But I hope the candidates won't let a debate over "who lost Ossetia" and how best to respond obscure their 
fundamental agreements. They understand that it is in America's interest to help democracy survive in 
Georgia, and they know that the primary culprit in this affair is neither Georgia nor George Bush. Vladimir Putin 
should be allowed no room for confusion about those mutual understandings. 

#8
For Thousands of Refugees From the Conflict in Georgia, the Fear Lingers
By Dan Bilefsky and Michael Schwirtz
New York Times, September 2, 2008

GORI, Georgia — As quickly as war erupted between Russia and Georgia, more than 150,000 refugees left 
home in a fearful scramble. More than three weeks later, many remain stranded in tents, some with little 
prospect of ever venturing back to their burned, mined villages. Others have gone home; some are in Russia. 
All carry the scars that make any war, however short, linger in memory and legend.

Meri Tamazashvili, 51, was among the hundreds of people huddled, under a scorching sun, outside the 1,000 
tents of a United Nations refugee center on the outskirts of Gori, the bomb-scarred central Georgia town 
watched over by a statue of its best-known son, Stalin.

In a tearful encounter, she recalled hiding under the trees in fields next to her charred house in Russian-
occupied Georgia, taking shelter from marauding bandits.

“Men in black masks burned down my home, and if I hadn’t hid in my garden, I would be dead,” she said. “I 
don’t know of any families who have returned. People are too afraid.”

Several tents away, Tatiana Nebiaridze, 28, from the village of Vanati, said her 85-year-old neighbor had been 
killed by an Ossetian bandit. The body remained on the street near her house for several days until Ossetians 
removed it and burned the body in a bread oven.

The two women are among about 4,500 refugees at United Nations camps in Gori, desperate to return to their 
villages in South Ossetia and the 16-mile-wide security zone that Russia is occupying in Georgian territory, in 
defiance of calls by the United States and the European Union to retreat.

About 128,000 Georgians have been displaced by the conflict, according to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. Nearly 30,000 people from South Ossetia, the breakaway enclave at the heart of 
the conflict, fled to the Russian Federation, although at least 25,000 of them have now returned to their homes, 
the United Nations agency said.

A Georgian military attack on South Ossetia on Aug. 7 prompted a Russian move into Georgian territory, which 
led to the biggest confrontation between Russia and the West since the end of the cold war. As fighting 
subsided, bandits, including some from South Ossetia, swept into Georgian villages, causing thousands more 
people to flee and generating accusations on both sides of marauding, theft, killing and ethnic cleansing.

As in any multiethnic conflict zone, whether the Caucasus, the Balkans or Iraq, refugee officials say the right of 
refugees to return to their homes is vital to the restoration of stability.

“Some refugees have tried to return to their homes in Russian-occupied Georgia and are being turned away at 
Russian checkpoints,” said Tapio Vahtola, a spokesman for the United Nations refugee agency in Tbilisi, 
Georgia’s capital. “Some older people stayed behind to look after their homes, but not so many people have 
returned. People are afraid because it is not safe.”

Russia insists the security zone in central and western Georgia, dotted with at least two dozen checkpoints 
guarded by armed Russian soldiers, is needed to prevent further aggression by Georgian forces.



But the precarious security situation in the villages inside the zone, the lack of sufficient water and health care, 
and the scattered mines in the fields threaten to entrench a situation in which lawlessness, and Russian 
control, will prevail.

The risks were underscored on Monday by the independent organization Human Rights Watch, which asserted 
that both Russian and Georgian forces had used cluster munitions — bomblets that create lasting danger on 
the ground if they fail to explode in midair.

Ms. Tamazashvili, whose three sons are in the Georgian Army, said that armed bandits had looted her home 
village, Karaleti, in the security zone near South Ossetia, stealing cars, stoves, refrigerators and gold jewelry.

Ms. Nebiaridze said the Ossetians who had burned her neighbor’s body told her and other frightened residents 
that they could remain if they adopted Russian citizenship. They left.

The United Nations says a few thousand refugees have no homes to return to, particularly in ethnic Georgian 
villages inside South Ossetia.

Satellite images from Unosat, a United Nations service that provides satellite imagery of conflict zones and 
disaster areas, indicate extensive burning of villages there. The images show that fires were still burning as 
late as Aug. 22 in Georgian villages north and east of Tskhinvali, South Ossetia’s capital.

A preliminary analysis of the images by Unosat found that nearly 800 buildings had been destroyed and 300 
others severely damaged. Most of the destruction appeared to have occurred in residential areas, Unosat said.

Eduard Kokoity, president of South Ossetia, whose independence was recognized by Russia last Tuesday, 
has indicated that ethnic Georgian villages in South Ossetia will be resettled with Ossetian refugees, 
suggesting a policy of forced displacement with the tacit approval of Moscow.

Current evidence suggests that this displacement falls well short of the ethnic cleansing seen in the far longer 
and bloodier conflicts in the Balkans in the 1990s. Georgia underwent ethnic conflicts then, too, with tens of 
thousands of people, at a minimum, displaced.

Russia initially said that 2,000 civilians had been killed by Georgian troops in South Ossetia, but it later 
reduced that figure to 133. Human Rights Watch said on Monday that it had been able to confirm 44 civilian 
deaths in South Ossetia, but it added that the number could be higher because some bodies might not have 
been recovered.

Some refugees from Gori’s camps have begun to return to their villages to rebuild their lives. But others said 
they were being turned away by Russian soldiers at checkpoints between Gori and the security zone.

Journalists are also being turned away, making it difficult to assess the situation.

But a recent trip to several ethnic Georgian villages inside the zone, using back roads that bypassed Russian 
checkpoints, suggested that some villagers were getting back.

In Tortiza, a poor farming village of 370 families where 40 houses were destroyed by bombs during the war 
and seven people were killed, residents said about a quarter of the villagers had returned over the past few 
days, though most of the women and children remained in refugee shelters in Gori or Tbilisi.

Some of the houses had white strips of cloth by their doors to indicate that those inside were not members of 
the Georgian military. One old man sat mashing beans, a local staple, on his doorstep. Dozens of others were 
hard at work, replacing shattered windows and covering holes in their roofs from the recent bombing. Red 
signs along the road warned of unexploded munitions.



Standing outside her bombed-out home, with part of its roof missing, Mzia Mamitashvili, who had recently 
returned, said she was fearful of the legal vacuum in the village, where the Georgian police left under Russian 
pressure, allowing bandits to terrorize villagers. Russian soldiers in armored vehicles were patrolling roads, but 
that offered her cold comfort, she said.

Local people, dependent on their crops, said they despaired of making a living because they were afraid to 
work fields peppered with unexploded munitions. Water pipelines from Tskhinvali had been cut, endangering 
the grape harvest.

“We are living in a blockade here and we can’t go anywhere, because the Russians are here and there, and 
we fear they will never leave,” she said. “The men want weapons to protect ourselves from the Russians, 
because we can’t do anything with our bare hands.”

In the nearby village of Kheltubani, Mamuka Palelashvili, a Georgian farmer who said he had spent the war 
hiding in the basement of his house along with his elderly parents, prayed that the United States would protect 
his family.

“The Russians have shown that they are not afraid of anything and will do whatever they want here,” he said. 
Raising a glass of wine in a toast, he added, “I drink to the health of the Americans or to anyone else who will 
protect us.”

#9
European Leaders Agree on New Warning to Russia
By Stephen Castle and Steven Erlanger
New York Times, September 2, 2008

BRUSSELS — The leaders of the European Union, having repeatedly warned Moscow in vain to abide by the 
six-point cease-fire agreement negotiated by France to end the fighting with Georgia, gathered here on 
Monday in an emergency meeting and after several hours of talks decided to warn Moscow again.

In a week, a delegation will travel to Moscow to insist, they said, that Russia withdraw all its troops to their 
positions before the fighting broke out between Georgia and Russia on Aug. 7.

The European leaders said that if Russia did not comply, a second round of talks with Moscow on a strategic 
partnership agreement with the European Union, scheduled for mid-September, would be postponed.

That was as close to a penalty as the European leaders agreed on, pressed to do even that much by Poland, 
Sweden and the Baltic states, and it was meant to show Russia that it was on probation.

“It is clear that, in the light of events, we cannot continue as if nothing had happened,” Jose Manuel Barroso, 
the European Commission president, said. He plans to make the trip to Moscow, along with Javier Solana, the 
European Union’s foreign-policy chief, and President Nicolas Sarkozy of France, the union’s current president.

The rare four-hour crisis meeting in Brussels produced blunt criticism of Moscow’s military offensive in Georgia 
but proposed few concrete measures that might deter Russia from similar action. The leaders did, however, 
offer firm support for Georgia, promising reconstruction aid and civilian monitors.

“We must say that Russian behavior over the last few weeks, its disproportionate response and its recognition 
of the two entities that declared independence, has caused considerable concern in Europe and beyond,” Mr. 
Sarkozy said.

He warned that if Russia did not keep its word, “we will get together and take another decision,” but that he 
preferred a “step-by-step” approach.

But while European leaders have said that the principles of territorial integrity and national sovereignty must be 
respected, there seemed little that Europe could do to overcome Russia’s refusal to recognize Georgian 



sovereignty over the ethnic enclaves of South Ossetia and Abkhazia. The goal seemed instead to force Russia 
to pull back from so-called security zones it has established within Georgia beyond the boundaries of the 
enclaves.

The fighting started over the two enclaves, which Russia has now recognized as independent countries, while 
also talking of annexing South Ossetia to join it to North Ossetia, already inside the Russian state.

The German chancellor, Angela Merkel, said Russia had signaled that it was prepared to withdraw its troops to 
preconflict positions. She said that the Russian president, Dmitri A. Medvedev, made the statement in a 
telephone conversation on Sunday with Mr. Sarkozy.

While Mr. Medvedev has repeatedly vowed to adhere to the cease-fire agreement, Moscow, in fact, has not 
abided by it.

In Georgia, in a demonstration timed to coincide with the European meeting, more than 100,000 people took to 
the streets in the capital, Tbilisi, to protest the occupation and Russia’s effort to dismantle Georgia by 
recognizing the enclaves, according to Agence France-Presse. Flags flew from balconies, and protesters 
chanted “Long Live Georgia!” and “Stop Russia!”

In a speech in Moscow as the Europeans met, the Russian foreign minister, Sergei A. Lavrov, urged Europe to 
follow its “core interests,” presumably awareness of its proximity to Russia and its dependence on Russian 
energy. “I believe the time has come for Europe to return to simple, nonpoliticized, nongeographic values,” he 
said.

His ministry also issued a long communique defending Russia’s compliance with the six-point agreement that 
Mr. Sarkozy reached with Mr. Medvedev and Prime Minister Vladimir V. Putin. “All the units of our armed 
forces that had been introduced into South Ossetia to repel the Georgian aggression have been returned to the 
territory of Russia, with the exception of those stationed in South Ossetia in response to the request of its 
leadership for the fulfillment of their peacekeeping functions,” the statement said.

In addition, it said, Russia has formed a security zone with 500 men at checkpoints around South Ossetia “as 
envisaged” in the agreement.

France’s Foreign Ministry, however, supported by Washington, has said that Moscow has violated the 
agreement by setting up fixed positions in the security zone, by extending the area of the zone and, most 
important, by recognizing the independence of the ethnic enclaves within Georgia’s sovereign territory.

But there was not a lot that Europe could do to change the situation beyond stating its moral and political 
opposition.

The Monday afternoon issue of the French newspaper Le Monde carried a cartoon showing Mr. Putin as a 
large cat, his tail an oil pipeline. Around the pipeline, at a table, sit a lot of European mice. One says, “Above 
all, no sanctions!”

The summit meeting did succeed in uniting the European Union, at least for now. In the past, Moscow has 
ruthlessly exploited European divisions. While the Baltic nations, Poland and Britain pushed for a tougher 
summit communique, Mr. Sarkozy appealed for unity and achieved it in time for European evening television 
news.

Europe will send a fact-finding mission to the region before the deployment of a European observer mission. 
The Europeans vowed to aid Georgia, including increased reconstruction aid and a donor conference, an 
easier visa system for its citizens and a possible free trade agreement. The European Union will also create a 
new special representative to monitor the Georgian crisis.



In a statement from the White House, the Bush administration praised the conclusions of the summit and said 
that the United States would participate in any aid conference to help reconstruct Georgia. Washington also 
called for international monitors to replace Russian troops in the security zones.

Postponing the negotiations on a partnership deal sends a symbolic message to the Russians, though one the 
Kremlin has already shrugged off. Last week, the Russian ambassador to the group, Vladimir Chizhov, said 
that the Russians wanted the agreement “not less, but not more” than the European Union.

The decision to restart the negotiations — the first round was in July — was already delayed by 18 months 
because of objections from Poland and Lithuania.

But the leaders this time did not threaten to postpone a regular summit meeting with Russia due to take place 
in mid-November.

They did agree to increase efforts to diversify supplies of energy to reduce their dependence on Russian oil 
and natural gas. The European Union countries import about a third of their oil and about 40 percent of their 
natural gas from Russia.

The only previous European Union emergency summit meetings were one about the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks in 
the United States and another on Iraq.

Stephen Castle reported from Brussels, and Steven Erlanger from Paris. Clifford J. Levy contributed reporting 
from Moscow.

#10
New Ukraine Synagogue a Replica of New York Jewish Landmark
Chabad.org, September, 2, 2008

For Jewish residents of Dneprodzerzhinsk, Ukraine, a long-awaited event is soon to occur: the opening of the 
city’s very own community center.

Named the Beit Baruch Jewish Community Center after Boris Bogolubov, father of businessman and 
philanthropist Gennady Bogolubov, the new building will offer a combination of the necessary ingredients for a 
growing Jewish community, covering its activities in the cultural, humanitarian, social and educational spheres. 
Chief among its uses will be as home to the Beit Reuven Synagogue, named in honor of Chabad-Lubavitch 
Rabbi Shmuel Kaminetsky, chief rabbi of the Dnepropetrovsk region of which the city is a part.

The local Jewish community, led by Chabad-Lubavitch Rabbi Levi Stambler and chairman Dmitry Tarnopolsky, 
will hold the building’s inauguration ceremony on Sept. 18. Gennady Bogolubov, chairman of the Jewish 
community of Dnepropetrovsk, provided much of the funds for the building’s construction, along with the Rohr 
Family Foundation, which also underwrote Dneprodzerzhinsk’s new Jewish ritual bath.

An exact replica of Lubavitch World Headquarters in Brooklyn, N.Y. – where the Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. 
Schneerson, of righteous memory, kept his office and synagogue – the building’s foundation stones were laid 
two years ago. The stones were once part of a synagogue that originally stood on the site.

The design was chosen in deference to the dedication of Chabad-Lubavitch to sustaining and encouraging 
Judaism throughout the former Soviet Union and the world.

“A hundred years ago, the great-grandfather of Gennady Bogolubov had participated in constructing a 
synagogue at this place,” Kaminetsky said in a 2006 ceremony attended by the city’s mayor and an 
international delegation of Jewish leaders. “77 years ago, Communists closed the synagogue. But today, 
grandsons of the Jews who had been expelled during the previous century” are helping rebuild Jewish life in 
Dneprodzerzhinsk.



The second largest city in the Dnepropetrovsk region of eastern Ukraine, Dneprodzerzhinsk has an estimated 
Jewish population in excess of 4,000. Its Jewish community is a member of the Federation of Jewish 
Communities of Ukraine.

#11
Clumsiness in the Caucasus
By Lily Galili
Haaretz, September 2, 2008

An Israeli political activist with lots of connections swore the story is true: Two weeks ago Kadima 
representatives arrived in the Russian capital to reach an unprecedented agreement under which Kadima 
would open an office in Moscow and Vladimir Putin's United Russia party would open an office in Israel.

The activist was not overly pleased with the development. In his mind, Russia was his monopoly and the visit 
by the Kadima delegation was no less than a hostile takeover. Even though he did not have much faith in the 
initiative's success, he called one of his sources in Moscow. That little-known source, the activist knew, was 
supposed to arrange a critical meeting for the Israeli delegation.

"Your friend Dima is here now," whispered the Russian source. The activist wracked his memory and despite a 
number of Dimas in his past, he could not think of who it could be. After a few failed guesses, he heard the 
person on the other end of the line whispering with his secretary: "Not Dima," the secretary told her boss, 
"someone from Ka-Dima." The Israeli politico relaxed.

In any case, he enjoys telling the story as an example of the Russian contempt for Kadima's attempts, as well 
as his own personal achievement: The meeting between the Israelis and their Russian counterparts did not 
happen.

It is not certain whether there was really contempt here, but there was certainly horrible timing. The attempt to 
create a political precedent during the war with Georgia and a crisis between Russia and the West was not to 
either side's benefit.

Kadima was represented in Moscow by activists from the party's "Russian" apparatus, who have become Tzipi 
Livni's campaign staff for the Russian sector. This choice of representatives created a clear connection 
between the Israeli foreign minister and Kadima's attempts, and created the appearance that Kadima 
headquarters was managing its own regional foreign policy.

Livni's campaign staff tried to minimize the damage by playing down the story in the Hebrew press, while trying 
to earn some points with the Russian community by proudly highlighting the story in the Russian-language 
media.

This is only a specific case of clumsy Israeli machinations in a complex geopolitical situation. Israel often wants 
to be the mouse that roared, but all that comes out is a yelp, and we come out looking more like a little puppy. 
Such pathetic attempts during the war between Russia and Georgia only entangle us in unnecessary troubles.

On the one hand, Georgia was the beneficiary of Israeli weapons and military training by our finest, and 
Georgia, justifiably, felt betrayed by the weak official support during the hour of truth - the war. On the other 
hand, Russia also felt, justifiably, that Israel was using a double standard, one completely different than that 
used in judging America.

This distortion reached its height when Boris Shpigel, the president of the World Congress of Russian Jewry 
and a Russian senator, published an open letter in the name of the WCRJ accusing Georgia of genocide and 
demanding a trial before an international war crimes tribunal.



The problem is that most Russian-speaking MKs belong to the congress, as well as the organization of 
Russian-speaking Jewish parliamentarians that functions on behalf of the WCRJ. So Shpigel's statement was 
published in their names as well.

Does the Knesset really believe the Georgians committed genocide? If so, why is the Foreign Ministry sending 
Georgia humanitarian aid? The matter becomes even more problematic when MK Marina Solodkin (Kadima) 
sends an official letter to Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Livni complaining about the aid and explaining her 
position by saying Georgia started the war and killed thousands in South Ossetia. "Granting humanitarian aid 
to victims of the war in Georgia will have a direct effect on Russia's policy in the Middle East," Solodkin said in 
the letter.

Whether the Israeli Foreign Ministry or the Russians are correct, or even Solodkin, there is a bit of confusion 
here, which results from both loftiness and clumsiness. The life of Israeli parliamentarians is challenging 
enough without them getting into trouble by belonging to an organization of Jewish Russian-speaking 
parliamentarians, an invitation to conflict of interest.

Solodkin claims, justifiably, that the dispute in the Caucasus has two sides. The question is, why does Israel 
have to turn itself into a third side? To be a Jewish parliamentarian is a very moving connection when lighting 
Hanukkah candles together, but it is not enough to create a political platform.

#12
Remembering Scoop Jackson
By Larry Phillips
Seattle Times, September 2, 2008

This Labor Day marked the 25th anniversary of the passing of legendary Washington Sen. Henry M. "Scoop" 
Jackson, who served the people of this state for more than four decades.

Labor Day is a fitting time to remember a man who served Washington state in Congress for 42 years, first as 
a congressman for 12 years and then as a senator. His commitment to workers, and to the people of 
Washington in general, is just one of the many indelible impressions left on me by the man who encouraged 
my own career in public service.

I first met Scoop Jackson in the kitchen of my family home in Magnolia when I was 14. My mom was hosting a 
dinner party attended by our neighbors Stan and Adele Golub, who brought a surprise guest. I was upstairs 
recovering from the flu when the smell of fragrant cuisine reawakened my appetite after several days of fasting. 
I sneaked down the back stairway to the kitchen — greasy-haired, dressed in pajamas and wrapped in a robe 
— and was loading up a plate for myself when a guest entered and said, "Hello, who are you?" I turned around 
and found myself face to face with Sen. Jackson.

Meeting Scoop that day left an impression on me, inspiring me to follow his work and apply for a college 
internship in his office. Even more remarkable is that I, as was the case with everyone he met, left an 
impression on him as well. Scoop took a personal interest in practically everyone in the state of Washington. 
He seemed never to forget a face, or a name.

During my summer internship, and when I began working as one of his aides as a postgraduate, Scoop 
nurtured my interest in public policy. As he did with so many other young people, he made me a member of 
"Scoop's Troops," getting me started and spinning me off on my own career in public service.

The education and cultivation of future leaders was immensely important to Scoop. He once told me that 
reading the newspaper every day is the cheapest and best education in the world. To this day, I follow Scoop's 
advice in that respect. A graduate of the University of Washington Law School, Scoop took an early interest in 
what became his namesake, the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies at the UW. He was a 
supporter, donor and active fundraiser for the school, believing: "Well-educated citizens, knowledgeable about 
world affairs, are the cornerstone for an effective foreign policy."



In his policy work, Scoop was prescient, championing issues that were obscure at the time but are today's 
forefront global issues. As the Beijing Olympics drew to a close, much attention was paid to human-rights 
issues in China. Jackson was the first policymaker to call attention to human rights as a component of 
international relations when he sponsored the Jackson/Vanik Amendment in 1974, tying international trade to 
emigration rights. His work won persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union the freedom to immigrate to other 
countries.

The senator was one of the first environmentalists in a state where the vast majority of citizens now identify 
themselves as environmentalists. He anticipated Washington's population growth and foresaw the need to 
protect natural wilderness areas before they disappeared. He was the father of the National Environmental 
Policy Act in 1970 and, as chairman of the Energy Committee in the 1970s, worked to reduce America's 
dependence on foreign oil, increase the use of renewable energy and promote conservation.

The 25th anniversary of Scoop's death also marks the 25th anniversary of the Henry M. Jackson Foundation, 
formed by his family, staff, friends and colleagues to continue Jackson's work in the areas most important to 
him: international-affairs education, human rights, environment and natural-resources management, and public 
service. By funding more than $20 million in grants and embarking on strategic initiatives, the foundation seeks 
to make a lasting impact and perpetuate the Jackson legacy for the benefit of future generations. I am grateful 
to honor my mentor by serving on the foundation board.

In my work serving the citizens of King County, I strive to live up to Scoop's legacy and often call upon 
memories of his leadership and deep commitment to people and democracy. My most cherished remembrance 
of Scoop is what a thoroughly decent human being he was in all aspects of his life, in his treatment of the 
public, his staff and his family. The state of Washington is better off today thanks to the humanity, work and 
vision of Scoop Jackson.

Larry Phillips is a member of the Metropolitan King County Council. For more information on the Henry M. 
Jackson Foundation, visitwww.hmjackson.org 

#13
Understanding Russia
Washington Post, September 2, 2008 

There was a telling juxtaposition of headlines from Russia yesterday. On one side you had President Dmitry 
Medvedev claiming a "sphere of influence" outside Russian borders and Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
warning the West not to arm Georgia. On the other side, you had the murder of Magomed Yevloyev, a 
journalist whose independence had angered the government. He was arrested, shot in the head by police
while riding in the back of a police car, and dumped by the side of the road.

This is a moment for clarity in thinking about Russia, which is forcibly occupying sizable chunks of a 
neighboring country and claiming it has every right to do so. Some in the West are tempted to agree. After all, 
the United States and its allies invaded Iraq and attacked Serbia; why can't Russia do the same to Georgia? 
Why can't it have a NAFTA of its own?

Here's why. The United States, Britain and other nations deposed the Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein because 
he repeatedly violated his promises to the United Nations, after his earlier invasion of Kuwait, to rid himself of 
weapons of mass destruction and prove that he had done so. They invaded Serbia to protect the people of 
Kosovo from mass ethnic cleansing and destruction. In both cases, reasonable people can argue that it was 
wrong to act without U.N. authorization; they can make a case that the campaigns were unwise on many other 
grounds.

What they can't argue is that the allies were motivated by a desire for conquest or occupation; as the 
presidential campaign has shown, the American people can hardly wait to pull their troops out and leave Iraqis 
to manage their own affairs. NAFTA, meanwhile, was freely entered into by three democratically elected 
governments. If Canada wants out, the United States will not seize Ottawa.



Russia, on the other hand, is seeking to overthrow a democratically elected government precisely because that 
government does not want to be subjugated to Moscow. Mr. Medvedev's claim of a Georgian genocide, after 
his own government published casualty figures of 200 or so, is deliberately preposterous; he is mocking the 
very idea of humanitarian intervention. As Russia under president-turned-prime-minister Vladimir Putin has 
become less and less democratic, it has become increasingly aggressive toward neighboring democracies. 
The more democratic those neighbors become -- see Ukraine, Poland, Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia -- the more 
hostile Russia becomes.

The brave Mr. Yevloyev, who returned to his hometown in the province of Ingushetia despite ample warning 
that Mr. Putin's thugs were waiting for him, may seem like a footnote to all this. But his death -- like the deaths 
of Anna Politkovskaya and so many other journalists and liberal politicians before him, like the death of the free 
press and open debate -- is at the heart of the story. Mr. Putin is turning Russia into something very like a 
fascist state, and its natural inclination will be to replicate itself abroad. "The Cold War was clearly about 
ideologies," Russia's ambassador to the European Union, Vladimir Chizhov, noted yesterday, and then 
claimed: "We are living in a different world today. There is no ground for talk about a second Cold War."

Judging by the E.U.'s feckless response yesterday to Russia's aggression, many European leaders still want to 
believe Mr. Chizhov. But what is happening in Georgia is very much about ideology, and the longer the 
Europeans pretend otherwise, the greater the damage they will have to contain.

#14
Russia sends cash, builders to S. Ossetia 
By YURAS KARMANAU
AP, September 3, 2008

TSKHINVALI, Georgia (AP) ¬ Russia has sent hundreds of workers to rebuild this shattered rebel capital just 
weeks after its military routed Georgian forces here, and has promised cash payments for every South 
Ossetian ¬ the latest in efforts to shore up its alliance with the breakaway Georgian province.

Russian builder Igor Semyonov is proud just to be a part of the substantial reconstruction effort his country is 
funding.

Semyonov stood in the center of what is now called Three Tank Square, where the scorched remains of 
Georgian tanks are surrounded by battle-scarred buildings including one with a tank turret sitting on its front 
steps.

"It will be more beautiful than ever," the he promised as he worked to reconstruct a shattered labor union 
headquarters.

Moscow is matching in South Ossetia what the U.S. and its allies are doing in Georgia, pouring in aid to 
support its ally along the new confrontation line that has grown up between Russia and the West.

Russian authorities have dispatched 500 construction workers to repair and rebuild scores of damaged or 
destroyed administrative buildings and schools, as well as the region's main hospital in Tskhinvali. It's a 
massive effort made possible by Russia's oil-fueled economic resurgence.

Znaur Gassiyev, speaker of South Ossetia's legislature, said it will cost $400 million to repair the destruction.

In addition to the construction effort, South Ossetian Prime Minister Boris Chochiyev said that Russia has 
promised to pay South Ossetians up to $2,000 each in compensation for war damage.

Russia has provided financial, military and political support to South Ossetia, as well as another separatist-held 
Georgian territory, Abkhazia, since the early 1990s. Last year alone, Russia spent an estimated $66 million in 
subsidies for South Ossetia, Gassiyev said.



The territory has no economy of its own and Russian subsidies are its only source of income, officials here 
said.

Russia is the only country to recognize South Ossetia and Abkhazia as independent nations. Over the next few 
years, many expect Moscow formally to annex one or both of them ¬ calling their citizens victims of Georgian 
aggression.

In the meantime, there is plenty of work to do.

Both areas bear the scars of earlier conflicts from the 1990s, and both show the ravages of struggling for 
nearly two decades with barely functioning economies. Tskhinvali's newest apartment building was built in 
1989, a few years before the region sank into the bloody chaos of its first separatist war.

A Georgian artillery shell hit the regional prison during the latest fighting, prompting its warden to open the 
gates and let all inmates run free. Now prison chief Valentin Gobozov is looking to Moscow to pay for the 
repairs.

"I hope that Russia will come to our rescue," he said.

The Kremlin isn't the only source of reconstruction aid. The city of Moscow has promised to build a new 
residential area on Tskhinvali's northern outskirts ¬ to be named Moskovsky.

Ethnic Ossetians are grateful for the support.

"Together with united Russia!" declares a sign painted on a fence. "Thank you, Russia!" trumpets another.

But Tskhinvali residents, many of whom live in half-shattered houses, are increasingly impatient about 
receiving their promised compensation. A disappointed Madina Ikoyeva, 48, shows a reporter what she has 
received so far: a box of spaghetti with a Russian flag.

"We have got no other aid, and I have been begging for mattresses and blankets for a week," she said, 
huddling amid the rubble in a corner of her half-destroyed house.

Ikoyeva said her husband was killed on the first day of fighting as he sought shelter for his family. She fled to 
neighbors' basement with her daughter and two young granddaughters.

Although the reconstruction of Tskhinvali has begun, it will take part without the ethnic Georgians who lived 
here before the war in August. Almost all Georgians fled in the aftermath of the fighting, and many ethnic 
Ossetians don't want them to return.

"I hate the Georgians, there is no place for them here," said the 69-year old Sonya Gagloyeva, who lives in a 
tent because her house was ruined in the fighting.

Her grandson, Alan Kadzhayev brought her a trolley filled with wooden panels, pillows and half-broken pottery 
from the nearby ethnic Georgian village of Prisi. Asked whether he stole the items, he said: "Everyone has 
been doing it."

"These things are nothing compared to what I lost, look at my ruined house," Gagloyeva snapped.

Both Russian troops and local authorities have turned a blind eye to the extensive looting and burning of ethnic 
Georgian homes.

David Sanakoyev, South Ossetia's human rights ombudsman, even says the destruction of Georgian homes is 
understandable.

"Look at what they have done to Tskhinvali!" Sanakoyev said. "Now the time has come to even the score."



Still, some Ossetians are uncomfortable with the postwar lawlessness.

"Ossetians have had trouble maintaining order in the city," admitted Zarema Kukoeva, a 40-year old drug store 
clerk. "Shooting and robberies are going on all around. But the main thing is that my children will live in an 
Ossetia that will be independent from Georgia."

#15
Georgia negotiates $750m IMF loan 
BBC News, September 3, 2008

Georgia is to receive a $750m (?422m) loan from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) as it tries to rebuild its 
economy after the conflict with Russia. 

The IMF has agreed in principle to offer financial help to Georgia amid concerns that its growth will be seriously 
hampered by the recent war. Vital infrastructure such as roads and port facilities were destroyed by Russian 
bombing during the conflict. Separately, the US has offered $1bn in financial assistance to Georgia. 
The aid package - to fund reconstruction projects - was announced by the US Secretary of State Condoleeza 
Rice. Georgia has requested $2bn in funding from the international community. 

The toll on Georgia's economy from the conflict - triggered by tensions and violence in the autonomous region 
of South Ossetia - is not yet clear but experts believe the impact will be significant. 
Georgia, itself says growth in its economy will fall to between 5% and 6% this year, half the rate of expansion 
seen last year. "I won't be surprised if the annual growth did come down significantly by the end of the year," 
said David Owen, senior adviser to the IMF's Middle East and Central Asian division. 
The IMF said the loan - which must be approved by its executive committee - was designed to "mitigate" the 
impact of the conflict on Georgia's productivity. Before the conflict, the IMF was forecasting growth this year of 
9%. Since Mr Saakashvili came to power, the Georgian economy has been growing strongly as it opened itself 
up to foreign investment. 

The IMF said its loan would "help sustain the confidence of markets and investors by supporting policies that 
will ensure continued macroeconomic stability and promote the recovery of private sector investment and 
economic growth." The IMF sent a mission to Georgia in the wake of the conflict to assess the level of damage 
and its reconstruction needs. World Bank boss Robert Zoellick also recently visited the country and pledged 
support to push Georgia towards a "speedy recovery". However, he warned that foreign investors were likely to 
be cautious about committing money to the country in the foreseeable future because of continuing tensions 
there. The immediate focus of international institutions has been to assist the thousands of refugees from the 
fighting. In the longer term, the emphasis will be on rebuilding destroyed houses and roads and helping 
Georgia's vital agriculture sector. 

The US, a strong ally of Georgia and the EU, which has also been strongly critical of Russia's move to 
recognise the independence of South Ossetia, have lead calls for multilateral financial help. 

#16
Russian teen sentenced in cemetery attacks
JTA Brief, September 3, 2008

A Russian court handed down a harsher than usual sentence to a teenager for vandalizing a Jewish cemetery.

Evgeny Alyoshin, 18, was given a 2 1/2-year suspended sentence by a ourt in the northwestern city of Nizhny 
Novgorod sentenced for his attacks on the Krasnaya Etna cemetery in the city's Jewish quarter, according to 
the Russian Web site Sem40.ru.

The graves destroyed beyond repair in three attacks in May and June included famous city doctors, teachers, 
war veterans and the young daughter of a local Jewish community leader.



Most anti-Semitic prosecutions in Russia result in a much lighter sentence based on charges of simple 
hooliganism. Alyoshin received a harsher sentence, even though it was suspended, for "mockery over the 
bodies of the dead and their burial motivated by ethnic hatred."

According to prosecutors, Alyoshin told his friends that "he didn't like Jews" and that he was surprised that they 
kept righting the stones after he knocked them over.

Community leader Edward Chaprak said his daughter had died in a car accident with her fiance. Alyoshin 
knocked over the bust of his daughter several times, damaging it irrevocably, the site reported.

"We spent their wedding money on this monument," Chaprak said. "Each time we had to pick it back up, it was 
like burying my child again."

Injured Georgians being treated in Israel
JTA Brief, September 3, 2008

Georgians who were severely injured in the recent conflict with Russia arrived in Israel for medical treatment.

Some 17 Georgian citizens landed in Israel Tuesday night and were transported to six hospitals located 
throughout the country, Ynet reported.

The cost of treating the patients is being funded by the hospitals and by Magen David Adom as part of its 
humanitarian aid offered to Georgia. The effort was coordinated by the Georgia-Israel Chamber of Commerce.

#17
US sends 3rd ship to Georgia, plans $1B in aid 
By MISHA DZHINDZHIKHASHVILI 
AP, September 3, 2008

TBILISI, Georgia (AP) ¬ A U.S. Navy ship loaded with humanitarian aid steamed through the Dardanelles on 
its way to Georgia on Wednesday, as the Bush administration prepared to roll out a $1 billion economic aid 
package for the ex-Soviet republic.

The multiyear proposal calls for spending about half of the total in the administration's remaining five months in 
office and recommending that the incoming president and his team continue funding the project when they take 
over in January, a senior official said.

The White House and State Department intend on Wednesday afternoon to jointly announce the aid package, 
which follows a fact-finding and assessment mission to Georgia by Reuben Jeffrey, a senior U.S. diplomat who 
returned from the country last week, the official told the AP.

Jeffrey has recommended that assistance be sped to Georgia to help it rebuild its economy and infrastructure 
that was destroyed by Russian tanks, troops and airstrikes, according to the official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity ahead of the announcement.

Vice President Dick Cheney is due to arrive in Georgia on Thursday from Azerbaijan as part of a swing through 
three former Soviet republics to emphasize U.S. interest and support.

The Russian consul in Georgia, meanwhile, said Russia closed its embassy there and halted consular 
operations after Georgia severed diplomatic ties following last month's war.

The diplomatic suspension means no new applications for Russian entry visas will be accepted, a blow to 
Georgians who have relatives in Russia or other ties there. Hundreds of thousands of ethnic Georgians live in 
Russia, many with Russian citizenship.



"A break-off of diplomatic ties is an action that has a price," Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman Andrei 
Nesterenko said in Moscow. He said the ministry is considering other measures.

The diplomatic break follows a five-day war and Moscow's recognition of two separatist Georgia regions, South 
Ossetia and Abkhazia, as independent nations. The conflict has brought tensions between Moscow and the 
West to their highest level since the end of the Soviet Union.

"Now I cannot get to Russia to see my wife," Vakhtang Tsereteli, a Georgian whose wife is a Russian citizen 
and lives in Moscow, said outside the consulate Wednesday. "I don't know what to do."

The United States has already sent two military ships bearing aid to Georgia, and the USS Mount Whitney 
steamed through the Dardanelles early Wednesday and was expected to pass through the Bosporus later in 
the day. The two Turkish-controlled straits link the Mediterranean to the Black Sea.

One of the other U.S. ships, the USS McFaul, sailed back through the straits toward the Mediterranean late 
Monday.

"We don't understand what American ships are doing on the Georgian shores, but this is a question of taste, 
it's a decision by our American colleagues," Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin said Tuesday. "The second 
question is why the humanitarian aid is being delivered on naval vessels armed with the newest rocket 
systems."

Russia's reaction to NATO ships "will be calm, without any sort of hysteria. But of course, there will be an 
answer," Interfax quoted Putin as saying during a visit to Uzbekistan.

The conflict erupted Aug. 7 after Georgia launched an assault on the Russian-backed South Ossetia province 
in a bid to bring it under central government control.

Russian forces swiftly repelled the offensive and drove deep into Georgia, whose staunchly pro-Western 
President Mikhail Saakashvili has angered Moscow by seeking NATO membership for the Caucasus nation.

Georgia straddles a major westward route for oil and gas from Central Asia and the Caspian Sea and has 
become the focus of a struggle for regional clout between Russia and the West.

On Wednesday, the European Parliament appealed to Russia to "honor all its commitments" to withdraw its 
troops under a cease-fire agreement with Georgia.

The EU parliament also condemned alleged looting carried out by Russian forces and linked militia groups in 
Georgia, and it criticized the use of cluster bombs by both Russian and Georgian military officials.

NATO Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer is scheduled to visit Georgia Sept. 15-16, said a 
spokeswoman for Saakashvili's office, Nato Partskhvaladze.

NATO declined to offer Georgia a road map for membership at an April summit, in part because of concerns 
about angering Russia, but the alliance assured Georgia it will eventually join.

#18
Cracks in Putin's kingdom 
Serious voices in Russia are doubting his judgment on Abkhazia and South Ossetia
By Paul Quinn-Judge Paul Quinn
Christian Science Monitor, September 3, 2008

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan - A few days after the Kremlin recognized the independence of contested territories South 
Ossetia and Abkhazia last week, an upscale Moscow daily newspaper called Kommersant added a biting video 
clip to its site. Vladimir Soloviev, whose reporting from Georgia was among the best in any country's media, 
offered a crisp analysis of the war and its aftermath.



The moment Russian President Dmitry Medvedev recognized the two breakaway regions, he said, Georgia's 
defeat in war became a political victory. "It really is time for [Georgian President] Mikheil Saakashvili to dial 
Dmitry Medvedev and say 'Thank you, colleague.' "

The clip captured a growing mood within the Russian establishment. The euphoria that followed the destruction 
of Georgian's $2 billion Army and the humiliation of President Saakashvili has dissolved. And for the first time 
since Vladimir Putin – and his muscled, uncompromising, and vindictive world view – came to power in 1999, 
serious voices are expressing doubts about his judgment.

They clearly feel that Russia has not emerged onto the world stage quite so authoritatively as Mr. Putin may 
have thought; the country has instead stumbled into a dangerous and debilitating trap.

A number of prominent Russian foreign policy analysts saw the recognition of the disputed territories coming 
and warned urgently against it. They include a highly experienced diplomat and former government minister, 
Alexei Adamishin. "Russia has every moral right to recognize the independence of Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia," he wrote in an opinion piece beforehand. But the consequences will be "catastrophic."

A couple of weeks earlier, Sergei Karaganov, of the Council for Foreign and Defense Policy, Russia's 
equivalent of the Council on Foreign Relations, urged the Kremlin to think carefully before recognizing the two 
secessionist states. Equally grim analyses have followed the announcement, and there are indirect signs of 
concern in the business community.

The criticisms highlight a difference in vision within the Russian ruling elite. They come from modernizers who 
see Russia, like it or not, as part of the international community, and want Russia to move beyond the current 
corrupt state capitalism and stifling bureaucracy.

These people fear that Russia has already become embroiled in a new cold war that will distract from 
economic development and lead to a rollback of personal liberties. "We need to clearly realize that the main 
aim of the game that has been imposed on us, consciously or unconsciously, is to wreck Russia's 
modernization," Karaganov wrote in a bleak follow-up piece to the recognition.

Those making these arguments are sophisticated members of the political establishment. They apparently 
have no problem with a Kremlin policy that limits the sovereignty of Russia's neighbors. Independence does 
not, in other words, mean freedom to choose your own alliances if you share a frontier with Russia.

These voices expect the real crisis to come when attention shifts to Ukraine. They have not commented on the 
discrepancy between Putin's determination to protect Russian citizens, no matter where they live, now and the 
way he oversaw a campaign at the beginning of the decade that resulted in the deaths of tens of thousands of 
Russian citizens in Chechnya. And they agree with Putin's argument, advanced in recent interviews, that a 
dark Western conspiracy was behind the Georgia conflict.

What they implicitly reproach Putin for, however, is the fact that he was taken in by the supposed plot; this, 
they feel will have profound consequences for the country's development.

An even bigger problem, perhaps, is that Putin is looking backward.

He can best be characterized by the term "sovok," one of those many-layered pieces of word play in which 
Russians delight. In this case, it can be summarized as someone who embodies the dark and circumscribed 
world view of the Soviet man in the street, suspicious of the outside world, resentful, who holds a grudge and 
remembers a slight. Putin speaks passionately about the "tragedy" of the Soviet Union's collapse, a personally 
scarring time when he found himself unemployed.

He trusts very few people. Aides say he makes policy on key issues – Georgia, Ukraine, NATO – himself, 
along with a small circle, and tends to improvise. He shows little interest in the Russian stock market, which 



has taken a battering since the outbreak of the Georgia crisis, while most of the mega-rich, many of them close 
associates, have attained their fortune by obeying one rule: Do exactly what Putin says.

In the past, everybody obeyed this rule, and many in the ruling elite were genuinely convinced that he was the 
right leader for these times. Now, doubts are creeping in, and people are bracing themselves for tense years. 
The strong man has started to show his weaknesses. 

#19
Ukraine Government Near Collapse 
By CLIFFORD J. LEVY
NY Times, September 3, 2008

MOSCOW — The Western-leaning governing coalition in Ukraine, which took power during the Orange 
Revolution in 2004 but has endured repeated tumult ever since, appeared once again near collapse on 
Wednesday.

The president of Ukraine, Viktor A. Yushchenko, asserted that he was the victim of a “political and 
constitutional coup” carried out by his ally, Prime Minister Yulia V. Tymoshenko, and threatened new 
parliamentary elections. She blamed him, saying he was seeking ways to rebuild his flagging popular support.

The instability erupted on the eve of a visit to Ukraine by Vice President Dick Cheney, who arrived in the region 
to show his support for American allies in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Georgia last month.

Mr. Yushchenko criticized Ms. Tymoshenko after her party joined forces with the leading opposition bloc, the 
Party of Regions, in Parliament to approve legislation that would curtail the president’s powers.

The Party of Regions, led by a former prime minister, Viktor F. Yanukovich, has warm relations with Russia, 
while Mr. Yushchenko does not, and under his leadership Ukraine condemned the Kremlin over the fighting in 
Georgia.

Mr. Cheney is to arrive in Tbilisi, the Georgian capital, on Thursday, before heading to Ukraine to meet with Mr. 
Yushchenko. Both countries have drawn the ire of Russia, their neighbor, because of their close ties to the 
West and desire to join NATO.

While relations with Russia and the West were in the background, much of the wrangling in Kiev, the Ukrainian 
capital, on Wednesday stemmed from efforts by the three major political leaders to position themselves for 
presidential elections in January 2010.

Mr. Yushchenko, whose party had been allied with Ms. Tymoshenko’s in Parliament, said his party would 
withdraw from the governing coalition, adding that a new one had to be formed. He seemed to be daring Ms. 
Tymoshenko to formally join with the pro-Moscow Party of Regions, a move that might upset her supporters.

In a televised statement, Mr. Yushchenko denounced Ms. Tymoshenko’s decision to have her party vote with 
the Party of Regions on the measure curbing presidential powers.

“There is only one reason for this, in my opinion: the fight for power,” he said. “Deaf to your problems and 
needs. A cynical and cruel fight for power.”

Ms. Tymoshenko said that she had no intention of breaking the governing coalition and would resist new 
elections.

“We believe that it is simply hysterics and irresponsible steps, that the democratic coalition must live and work,” 
she said. “And I think that everyone who wants to serve Ukraine understands this.”



Ms. Tymoshenko became prime minister after the Orange Revolution, which was touched off after Mr. 
Yushchenko lost a presidential election that was deemed to have been stolen by supporters of his opponent, 
Mr. Yanukovich, who was backed by the Kremlin.

Ms. Tymoshenko became a symbol of the Orange Revolution and one of the best-known politicians in Eastern 
Europe. But after she feuded with Mr. Yushchenko, he dismissed her.

Mr. Yanukovich later became prime minister, and then Ms. Tymoshenko made a comeback after performing 
well in new parliamentary elections.

#20
2 More Journalists Are Attacked in Caucasus 
By ELLEN BARRY
New York Times, September 4, 2008

MOSCOW — A television reporter was mortally wounded and a newspaper editor was severely beaten 
Tuesday in Russia’s north Caucasus region, bringing to three the number of attacks on journalists this week in 
the volatile area. 

Telman Alishaev, a reporter for Islamic TV in Dagestan, died Wednesday after being shot on Tuesday while 
sitting in his car, an Interior Ministry spokesman said. Miloslav Bitokov, who edits a weekly newspaper in 
Kabardino-Balkaria, a region in southern Russia, was hospitalized for head injuries after being attacked outside 
his home on Tuesday.

The assaults followed the killing on Sunday in nearby Ingushetia of Magomed Yevloyev, a journalist and 
prominent critic of Ingushetia’s president. Mr. Yevloyev was arrested and fatally shot in the head in what the 
police called an accident. A rights official from the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe called 
the killing an “assassination.” 

There was no obvious connection between the attacks, but they all occurred along Russia’s southern border, 
where local authorities, aided by Moscow, have battled separatist movements for years.
The area is still plagued by violence, much of it by Russian security forces, despite the Kremlin’s suppression 
of an Islamic separatist movement in Chechnya. 

The region has been further unsettled by the war between Russia and Georgia, and Russia’s recognition of 
two separatist regions in Georgia, which could breathe new life into several long-simmering disputes. 
Dzhamilya V. Khagarova, who was a reporter at Mr. Bitokov’s newspaper, said the timing of the attacks was 
suspicious. 

“My own opinion is that this is a provocation that aims to destabilize the situation in the Caucasus,” said Ms. 
Khagarova, now the chief of the presidential press service in Kabardino-Balkaria. “A coincidence can happen 
once, or maybe twice, but when it happens three times, it is no longer a coincidence.”

Twenty journalists have been killed in Russia since 2000, according to the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. Elsa Vidal, who leads the Russian program at the Paris-based Reporters Without 
Borders, said local journalists faced particularly intense pressure if they criticized authorities, and that the 
situation in Russia’s south has grown more intense. 

“It’s just as if the Caucasus were entering a new phase of instability,” she said. “The fact that journalists are 
being targeted clearly indicates that the situation is worsening for common individuals.”
The three men were in vastly different businesses. Mr. Yevloyev, a former prosecutor, ran a Web site, 
Ingushetiya.ru, which was the single outlet that dared to criticize President Murat M. Zyazikov, a former general 
with Russia’s Federal Security Service.

Mr. Yevloyev and his father received death threats early this year, but “simply wanted to stay there to report 
what was going on,” said Clothilde Le Coz, who is in charge of Internet Freedom for Reporters Without 



Borders. “He was aware it was dangerous.” 

Mr. Bitokov is the editor of Gazeta Yuga, a popular independent newspaper published in Nalchik, the capital of 
Kabardino-Balkaria. Muslim insurgents raided the city in 2005, and more than 100 people were killed in two 
days of skirmishes with Russian security forces.
Colleagues told Interfax that Mr. Bitokov, 56, had received threats two months ago in response to articles in the 
newspaper. He was attacked as he returned home from his office, and his son found him badly beaten. Mr. 
Bitokov was hospitalized for head injuries. 

President Arsen Kanokov, who was appointed by Vladimir V. Putin in 2005, issued a statement on Wednesday 
expressing “indignation at the actions of the bastards trying to achieve their nasty goals by such mean 
methods,” and adding that “freedom of speech is one of the greatest achievements of our time.” 

The third attack occurred in Dagestan, where Russian troops have battled sporadically with insurgents since 
2000. On Tuesday, Mr. Alishaev, who reported on Wahhabism, a strict Sunni sect, was shot in his car, said 
Mark Tolchinsky, a spokesman for Dagestan’s Interior Ministry. 

A news radio station, Ekho Moskvy, reported that two unknown men shot him in the head and shoulder while 
he was sitting in his car, and that he died of his wounds early Wednesday. The report cited police sources who 
said that Mr. Alishaev became a target because of his criticism of Islamic extremism in Dagestan. 

#21
Hot or Cool on Russia?
By David Ignatius
Washington Post, September 4, 2008 

In the days after the Russian invasion of Georgia, the world had a chance to examine the different foreign 
policy styles of John McCain and Barack Obama. It was a telling comparison that offered some clear signs of 
how the two candidates would react to crises.

The contrast was between hot and cool; between quick action and cautious deliberation; between a man with 
his eye on military and strategic issues and another who is focused on diplomacy.

Listening to McCain, you sensed the beginning of a new Cold War; hearing Obama, you felt a desire to prevent 
that Cold War from taking root. McCain's advice could be summed up as "get tough" to deter the aggressor; 
Obama's tone suggested a desire to go slow until it was clear what moves made sense.

It's conventional wisdom that the tough stance is usually a political winner and that the Russia crisis has 
helped McCain. But I wonder: The war in Georgia actually makes a strong argument for Obama's more 
deliberative approach. What created this crisis was a misreading of signals and a failure to communicate 
clearly about the looming confrontation. There was plenty of McCain-style rhetoric, but not enough Obama-
style diplomacy.

Within hours of the Aug. 8 invasion, McCain was voicing his indignation and demanding that Russia 
unconditionally halt its military operations and withdraw its troops. Three days later, he called the attack "a 
matter of urgent moral and strategic importance to the United States of America" and urged a series of 
measures to check Russia. Most important, he argued that NATO should reverse its April decision and 
approve Georgia's request for prompt membership -- a move that would commit the alliance to go to war if 
Georgia were attacked.

Obama's first reaction was more measured: "Now is the time for Georgia and Russia to show restraint," he said 
on Aug. 8. He had sharpened his tone by Aug. 11, but the focus was still on diplomatic solutions. "Let me be 
clear: We seek a future of cooperative engagement with the Russian government," he said.



Which approach will play better with the American public? Normally, the answer would be McCain's aggressive 
stance. Vladimir Putin's Russia makes such a convincing villain, and plucky Georgia such an attractive victim, 
that McCain's hard line has won wide support, even among Democrats.

But America is also weary of war in Iraq -- and of the mind-set that led the Bush administration to commit U.S. 
lives and resources without clearly thinking through the consequences. So perhaps people will listen to a 
candidate who argues that we need to look before we leap in the Caucasus. America's eagerness to "pay any 
price, bear any burden" overseas, as JFK put it, is surely diminished.

The Georgia crisis, in truth, shouldn't have surprised anyone. It has been coming at us in slow motion for 
several years. The Russians, far from hiding their intentions, have warned repeatedly that U.S. attempts to 
bring Georgia into NATO were unacceptable and would have consequences; the Bush administration didn't 
respond to Russia's statement of its interests in a way that might have deterred Moscow. It didn't make clear in 
advance the consequences Russia would pay if it attacked. Instead, the United States tried to play both sides 
of the street -- encouraging Georgia's NATO hopes, but not just yet.

Georgia's president, Mikheil Saakashvili, kept poking the Russian bear -- and finally launched the attack on 
South Ossetia that gave Russia a pretext for its devastating response. The administration knew Saakashvili 
was walking into a trap; officials even told him so privately -- but not with a decisive, high-level intervention that 
might have checked the disaster.

The notion that we are locked in a new Cold War is the most dangerous misjudgment of all. That's what is 
driving Putin: He feels threatened and encircled by a NATO that, in fact, has no hostile intent toward Moscow.

Rather than matching him in this march backward, the United States should lead its allies in a careful but firm 
process of containment. In drawing lines, we need to make sure they are realistic and sustainable -- and that 
the promises we make are ones we can keep.

Because of Putin's inability to escape Cold War thinking, the next president will face a serious Russia problem. 
Does America want a leader whose instincts in this new test are aggressive and confrontational, or deliberative 
and diplomatic? There's no obvious right answer yet, which will make this debate interesting. 

#22
Cheney Calls for Ukraine Unity to Meet Threats, Backs NATO Bid 
By Roger Runningen and Daryna Krasnolutska
Bloomberg, September 5, 2008.

U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney called for unity in Ukraine to meet potential threats following Russia's five-
day war with Georgia, and renewed U.S. backing for the former Soviet republic's bid to join NATO.

``Ukraine's best hope to overcome these threats is to be united -- united domestically first and foremost, and 
united with other democracies,'' Cheney, 67, said after talks with Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko in the 
capital Kiev.

Ukraine is the third Russian neighbor Cheney has visited this week on a mission ordered by President George 
W. Bush to assert U.S. interests in the area and to assure regional leaders of American support after Russia's 
military incursion into Georgia last month.

Ukraine, divided by language and politics into a Russian- dominated east and Ukrainian west, became a 
source of increasing concern for the West after Russia rolled over Georgia's army and recognized the 
breakaway regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner of France, which holds 
the European Union's rotating presidency, said on Aug. 27 that Ukraine and Moldova may now be ``Russian 
targets.''



Yushchenko, 54, has steered Ukraine, a conduit for natural- gas and crude oil exports to Europe, toward 
membership of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the EU. The military alliance agreed in April that 
Ukraine and Georgia will eventually become members, while refusing to put their bids on a fast track.

`Urgent' Bid

Yushchenko said Ukraine's bid to join NATO ``is really urgent,'' and that expansion of the alliance to the east 
``will be an ensured factor of stability in the region.''

Russia considers the eastward expansion of NATO a threat to its security. Then-President Vladimir Putin said 
in February that Russia ``could aim its missiles systems at Ukraine'' if it joins NATO and allows the alliance to 
place military facilities on its territory.

Cheney said ``no outside country gets a veto'' on the push by Ukraine and Georgia to join NATO, adding that 
the commitment made in April ``stands today.''

The vice president arrived in Kiev amid political uncertainty. Yushchenko on Sept. 3 threatened to dissolve 
parliament and call new elections after his party quit the ruling coalition when Prime Minister Yulia Timoshenko 
teamed up with a pro-Russian opposition party to strip the president of some powers.

Energy Corridor

Timoshenko also rejected Yushchenko's demand to condemn Russia's incursion into Georgia. Yushchenko's 
allies accused Timoshenko of ``treason'' for failing to condemn Russia, whose Black Sea fleet is based on 
Ukraine's Crimean peninsula. They said she's seeking Russian support in Ukraine's presidential election, 
scheduled for 2010. Timoshenko rejected the accusation, saying she is for ``Georgian territorial integrity.''

Cheney previously visited Azerbaijan and Georgia, vital links in a U.S.-backed ``southern energy corridor'' that 
connects the Caspian Sea region with world markets, bypassing Russia. He said in Baku that the U.S. and 
European countries, including Turkey, ``must work with Azerbaijan and other countries in the Caucasus and 
Central Asia on additional routes for energy exports that ensure the free flow of resources.''

Russia, which supplies a quarter of Europe's gas, relies on transit pipelines through Ukraine for most of those 
deliveries. Ukraine depends on Russia for 71 percent of its gas needs.

Gas Shut-Offs

Since 2006, OAO Gazprom, Russia's natural gas exporter, has reduced gas flows to Ukraine twice during 
pricing disputes, raising EU concerns about Russia's reliability as an energy supplier. Russia has denied using 
the shut-offs to put political pressure on Ukraine, calling them commercial disputes.

Cheney and Yushchenko renewed their support for Georgia in its conflict with Russia.

``The people of Georgia are looking to both our countries, and to the rest of the free world, to support them in 
this time of great trial and testing, and we must answer the call,'' Cheney said.

Yushchenko said Ukraine supports Georgia's territorial integrity, and expressed concern that the conflict may 
spread. ``The conflict of Aug. 8 showed there are security risks in the Black Sea area,'' he said. Russian naval 
forces in the Black Sea may clash with other forces in the area, potentially drawing Ukraine into a conflict, he 
said.

Yushchenko's `Isolation'

``Yushchenko's personal support for Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili has isolated him politically at 
home and undermined his bid to lead Ukraine into NATO,'' Medley Global Advisors LCC, a New York based 
policy intelligence service, said in an e-mailed note. ``Russia is looking on with thinly veiled satisfaction and, as 



critical gas price talks loom, will be hoping that Timoshenko teams up in a government with pro-Moscow 
forces.''

Yushchenko, who is in charge of Ukraine's foreign policy, yesterday reassured a group of ambassadors from 
the Group of Seven major industrialized countries that Ukraine's move toward NATO and the EU will continue 
regardless of who wins the next election.

#23
U.S. Vice President Pledges Support For Ukraine
RFE/RL, September 5, 2008

Just two days ago, President Viktor Yushchenko announced the collapse of the coalition government, after the 
prime minister sided with the opposition to trim his powers.

Cheney earlier held separate talks with the country's infighting leaders.

First, a meeting with Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. Afterward, spokeswoman Megan Mitchell said Cheney 
told her Ukraine faced a "challenging time" because of Russia.

Then, talks with Yushchenko. Like his Georgian counterpart, the Western-oriented Yushchenko has pushed 
strongly for his country's integration into NATO, a prospect that Russia opposes.

After their talks, Cheney said Washington supported Ukraine's bid to join the military alliance, and that a NATO 
commitment to eventually admit the former Soviet republic "stands today."

"No outside country gets a veto," he said.

Cheney kept up the pressure on Russia over its actions in Georgia, too. He said Georgia had been "subjected 
to a Russian invasion, and an illegitimate, unilateral attempt by force of arms to dismember its territory."

He added that people should be able to live without fear of "economic blackmail or military invasion or 
intimidation."

Yushchenko, meanwhile, said Ukraine had "an understanding" with the United States on most issues, including 
Russian military intervention in Georgia.

Russian Criticism

But as Cheney held his talks in Kyiv, Russia was responding to his earlier remarks in Tbilisi.

There on September 4, Cheney strongly rebuked Russia for its war with Georgia, highlighted the $1 billion 
Washington has promised Tbilisi, and reiterated U.S. support for Georgia's efforts to join NATO.

The aid, the comments -- all, said Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman Andrei Nesterenko, encouraged 
Georgia's "aggressive ambitions."

"Once again, we heard blustering rhetoric about Washington's full support for, I quote, a 'courageous young 
democracy,'" Nesterenko said.

"Such statements, and particularly new promises of quick NATO membership for Tbilisi, only strengthen Mr. 
Saakashvili's regime's dangerous sense of impunity and encourage his aggressive ambitions."

Cheney's tour also comes as military tensions mount in the Black Sea.



The flagship of the U.S. Navy's Mediterranean fleet has arrived in the key Georgian port of Poti, where Russian 
troops have been patrolling since last month's war.

U.S. officials say the "Mount Whitney" is bringing humanitarian aid, but Russia has criticized the move, saying 
a sophisticated warship is unsuited for an aid mission.

However, asked what Russia's reaction might be, spokesman Nesterenko said, "There is no talk of military 
action."

Cheney is due to round up his Kyiv trip with a visit to the memorial to Ukraine's 1930s famine, before heading 
later in the day for Italy.

compiled from agency reports


