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Dear Friend,

We continue to follow events in Georgia closely. This morning President Bush again called on Russia to leave 
Georgia as Secretary Rice arrived in Tbilisi with a new ceasefire document. The situation remains fluid with 
varied reports about ongoing Russian military actions in Georgia and the breakaway territories of Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia. Jewish organizations continue to provide humanitarian support in the region. This week’s 
update includes many stories and opinion pieces about this tragic situation.  

For many months, the Weekly Update has stressed the importance of paying attention to Russian government 
policies and actions. We have pointed out repeatedly that, with almost-unlimited revenues from gas and oil 
and a renewed sense of nationalism, Russia is reemerging as a significant, if not, a dominant figure in the 
region, on the European continent and beyond. We have also pointed out Russia’s significant role in the 
Middle East related to Iran, arms sales and the peace process. Russia’s reaction to the situation in South 
Ossetia and Georgia only reinforces our concerns about its future foreign policy, and the need for the United 
States to remain firm in support of democratic values and ideals.

The Russia-Georgian conflict has exposed inherent national identities that have been created or reemerged 
since 1991. This week, an international Jewish organization based in Moscow issued a strongly-worded 
statement condemning Georgia for its incursion into South Ossetia. This resulted in a counter-statement by 
the group’s U.S. chapter distancing themselves from the original one. I do not believe this will be an isolated 
incident. In the coming months and years, it will be incumbent on the organized American Jewish community 
and the State of Israel to tread carefully through this minefield. It is a role for which NCSJ is uniquely qualified 
to provide information and guidance.

While much of our attention has been focused on Georgia and Russia this week, we have also been following 
a number of troubling issues in Lithuania.

In Vilnius, the government continues to obstruct legislation to resolve the restitution of Jewish communal 
property. The government also continues to investigate some Holocaust survivors who they claim committed 
war crimes related to partisan anti-Nazi activities.

Elsewhere in Lithuania, the construction of luxury apartments at the Snipiskes Cemetery, a historic Jewish 
site, has provoked an international outcry. Numerous groups are calling for construction to cease until the 
cemetery’s exact boundaries are determined.

Finally, incidents of anti-Semitism have increased. Vandals recently attacked the Vilnius Jewish Community 
Center, spray-painting the building with swastikas and anti-Semitic slogans. While we are pleased that 



Lithuania’s President condemned this attack, we also hope that the government will undertake a serious and 
comprehensive effort to fighting anti-Semitism and xenophobia.

To better inform you, we have included several stories on these problems in Lithuania.

Sincerely,

    
Mark B. Levin
Executive Director
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#1a
Chabad to Open New Center in Kazakhstan
By Naomi Grossman
Lubavitch.com, August 11, 2008

KARAGANDA, KAZAKHSTAN - Karaganda, the second largest city in the Kazakhstan republic, will soon 
benefit from full time Chabad representatives.

Rabbi Chaim Shalom and Chaya Mushka Segal, and their baby, Levi Yitzchok, will be leaving their native 
Israel after the High Holy Days to serve the local Jewish community in this industrial, Muslim city.

Jewish population numbers are roughly estimated at about 1,000.  Presently, a Jewish school, also run by Ohr 
Avner, with 100 students, which also houses the city’s only shul, is the only Jewish facility serving the 
community.

“One of our first projects will be to open a proper community shul,” says Rabbi Segal. A Jewish library and a 
mikveh, he says, will follow. At present, the nearest mikveh is a three-hour driving distance in the capital, 
Astana.

High on the Segal's priority list will be make kosher food available, and evaluating the need for social services 
such as a kosher soup kitchen or meals-on-wheels.

Asked whether they are concerned about anti-Semitism in this largely Muslim country, Rabbi Segal says, to the 
contrary:  “There is less anti-Semitism in Kazakhstan than in other parts of the former Soviet Union.

“There have been no reported attacks or vandalism against Jewish institutions in this country.”

The Segals are joining two other Ohr Avner Chabad representatives in Kazakhstan: Rabbi Naparstek in Almaty 
and Rabbi Mendy Gershowitz, also in Almaty, who will assist the young couple settling into their position.

#1b



UJC launches Georgia campaign
JTA Brief, August 13, 2008

The United Jewish Communities has launched an emergency appeal for the embattled citizens of Georgia.

UJC has set up a mailbox to take donations, in addition to a blog (http://www.ujc.org/blog.aspx?id=178) 
addressing the crisis. The organization's overseas partners, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
and the Jewish Agency for Israel,  have been assisting the local Jewish community, a number of whom have 
made aliyah to Israel in recent days.

Georgia has been engulfed in crisis since Russian troops invaded last week in what Western leaders have 
described as an act of aggression aimed at destabilizing the country's democratic government. Though a truce 
was reached early Wednesday, Russian troops continue to occupy areas near the Georgian capital of Tbilisi 
and tensions are still running high.

The Jewish Agency and the JDC have been particuarly assisting the Georgian Jews in Gori, a city near Tbilisi 
that has seen some of the fiercest fighting. On Wednesday, 34 Georgian Jews immigrated to Israel.

Donations to the campaign can be made online at www.ujc.org or mailed to P.O. Box 30, Old Chelsea Station, 
New York, NY 10113.

#1c
Israeli reporters robbed by Russian soldier
JTA Brief, August 14, 2008

Three Israeli journalists were robbed by a Russian soldier while covering the Georgian conflict.

Reporters from Israel's Haaretz newspaper, Ynet news Web site, and Channel Two television were stopped 
Thursday by Russian soldiers outside Gori, a flashpoint of the week-long border war with Georgian forces.

Footage taken at the scene showed one soldier cursing the journalists and ordering them out of their car. 
Warning shots are heard off-camera.

The reporters said the soldier who had accosted them made off with the vehicle, which contained their 
passports.

Israeli diplomats are trying to help the journalists find a way back out of Georgia.

#1d
Raising the Curtain on Yevpatoria
World Union for Progressive Judaism, August 14, 2008

Members of Harlow Jewish Community, a Reform congregation in Essex, U.K., are working on a silk ark 
curtain that they will soon present to Harlow’s twin, the Progressive congregation in Yevpatoria, a Black Sea 
port on Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula. Led by Rabbi Irit Shillor, the Harlow group has been meeting each week 
for the past several months and will complete the project in time for the High Holy Days.

The curtain was inspired by colorful artwork drawn by Hebrew school students, and when completed will 
consist of 15 blue panels. Each panel will feature delicate embroidery, paint or a collage depicting 
interpretations of biblical scenes or Jewish motifs, such as a Magen David, a shofar and the Jerusalem skyline. 
The panels will be sewn together by a tailor using blue and purple border strips embroidered with gold stems 
and leaves.



“We’ve chosen colors that look luxurious without being over the top,” explains Deborah Mortlake, the project 
coordinator and an interior designer. “The Yevpatoria shul is very small and plain, and the curtain is designed 
to create an impact.”

The construction of the Yevpatoria aron kodesh (ark) was sponsored by Reform congregations of North 
America. It was designed and built by congregant Feodor Shapavalov.

#1e
Vandals hit Vilnius JCC
JTA Brief, August 11, 2008

Vandals struck the Jewish community center in Vilnius.

The perpetrators spray-painted the Lithuanian center's walls and windows Sunday morning with a swastika 
and other anti-Semitic epithets.

A police investigation is under way.

The center's managing director, Simonas Gurevicius, in a statement said he was ''deeply concerned over 
repeated incidents of anti-Semitism."

Gurevicius said the local and national governments were too passive in responding to earlier vandalism.

“Also, the lack of ethnic and religious understanding teaching in the school system provides fertile ground for 
intolerance," the statement said.

Gurevicius said the attack “is most likely in response to recent scandalous articles in the press related to the 
Snipiskes cemetery research,” referring to construction on the site.

The American Jewish Committee called on Lithuanian leaders to condemn the attack.

#1f
Wiesenthal Center to Lithuanian Ambassador: Ignoring Past and Present Anti-Semitism Paved the Way 
for Yesterday's Vandalization of Vilnius Jewish Community
Wiesenthal Center Los Angeles, August 11, 2008

Jerusalem - The Simon Wiesenthal Center today demanded prompt action from the Lithuanian government to 
identify and punish those responsible for the vandalization yesterday of the offices of the Jewish community in 
central Vilnius.

In a letter sent today to the Lithuanian ambassador in Israel Mrs. Asta Skaisgiryte-Liauskiene, the Center&'s 
chief Nazi-hunter, Israel director Dr. Efraim Zuroff, accused the Lithuanian authorities of failing to adequately 
respond to recent several anti- Semitic provocations as well as to protecting local Nazi war criminals from 
prosecution and instead harassing Jewish anti-Nazi Soviet partisans, all of which paved the way for 
yesterday's attack on the Vilnius Jewish community.

According to Zuroff: "Given the woefully inadequate response by the government to the neo-Nazi march 
through the center of Vilnius less than half a year ago, I believe that the time has come for unequivocal, 
resolute and immediate action to identify and punish those responsible for this anti-Semitic attack.

"There is no doubt in my mind that these outbreaks of anti-Jewish violence are the direct result of Lithuania's 
failure to punish its Nazi collaborators, the recent campaign against Soviet Jewish partisans and the ongoing 
efforts to minimize the role of Lithuanians in the mass murder of their Jewish neighbors during the Holocaust. 
Today's anti-Semitic violence is the direct result of ignoring the crimes of the past."



#1g
Neo-Nazi marcher faces jail in Lithuania
JTA Brief, August 12, 2008

Lithuanian prosecutors charged a participant in a neo-Nazi march with hate crimes.

Paulus Patsyulyavichyus is facing two years in prison after being charged with inciting ethnic hatred and 
violence, according to the Jewish.ru Web site. If convicted, he would be the first participant from a March 11 
demonstration to face jail time.

Approximately 200 skinheads paraded through the center of the Lithuanian capital of Vilnius in the anti-Semitic 
and anti-Russian demonstration. Participants shouted slogans such as "Jews out" and "Lithuania without 
Russians."

Three other participants were ordered to pay fines.

The march brought an outcry from Jewish and international organizations. Lithuania President Valdas 
Adamkus decried the fact that the march was allowed.

"Such incidents must not be tolerated," he told the French press agency. "A state which honors the law and 
calls itself a democratic country must uphold rights."

#1h
Construction halted at Lithiania mass grave site
JTA Brief, August 15, 2008

Construction plans at the site of a Jewish mass grave in Lithuania have been scrapped.

A site near Marijampole where tens of thousands of Jews were killed during the Holocaust recently had been 
sold to a company that had begun demolishing buildings at the site, disturbing the remains there.

Bones began to appear after concrete pavement at the site was dismantled. Heavy rains sometimes would 
wash new bones to the surface.

Jewish community leaders asked that the town halt work at the site, and Lithuanian authorities said this week 
the construction work would cease.

A local newspaper, Lietyvoa Zinios, reported that the remains that had risen to the surface would be buried 
with the cooperation of Jewish community leaders.

The site is located behind a czarist-era military town near Marijampole. Most of the Jews and other victims of 
the massacre there were killed by Nazis and their Lithuanian collaborators on a single day: Sept. 1, 1941. The 
site had been marked by a memorial, and the bodies had remained under heavy slabs of concrete and 
buildings.

#2
Yad Vashem blasts Lithuania for revisionism
By Etgar Lefkovits
Jerusalem Post, August 11, 2008

Yad Vashem is increasingly concerned over growing Holocaust revisionism and anti-Semitism in Lithuania, the 
Holocaust Memorial announced Monday.



The unusual public rebuke comes a day after swastikas and anti-Semitic graffiti were found spray-painted on 
the walls of the Jewish community centers in central Vilnius, and Lithuanian authorities press ahead with 
investigations into Jewish Holocaust survivors for their wartime activities as partisans in Lithuania.

"It seems that the harmful phenomenon of historical revisionism and distortion, of which the investigation of the 
Jewish partisans is a prime example, may actually be increasing in your country," Yad Vashem chairman 
Avner Shalev wrote in a August 10 letter to Lithuanian Prime Minister Gediminas Kirkilas asking for his direct 
intervention.

"Only by dealing openly and forthrightly with the full and complex truth about the past will your nation succeed 
in building for itself a secure and stable future," the letter read.

Among the Holocaust survivors under Lithuanian investigation is Dr. Yitzhak Arad, a Holocaust historian and 
former chairman of the Yad Vashem directorate.

Lithuania opened a criminal investigation into Arad last year on suspicion that he took part in the murder of 
Lithuanian civilians during the Holocaust.

The investigation came to light when the Lithuanian prosecutor's office sent the Israeli Justice Ministry a 
request to interrogate Arad in the wake of his memoir, in which he describes his experiences as a partisan in 
Nazi-occupied Lithuania.

"It is clear that initiating criminal proceedings into Dr. Arad's involvement in Lithuanian partisan activity during 
World War II is tantamount to a call for an investigation into all partisan activity," Shalev wrote in a previous 
letter to visiting Lithuanian Foreign Minister Petras Vaitiekunas earlier this year.

During the Holocaust, most of the Jews of Lithuania were murdered by local citizens.

The "Order Police" began to massacre Jews as soon as the Soviets left in 1941, before the German 
occupation.

Out of a prewar population of 220,000, only a few thousand Jews survived the war in Lithuania, representing 
the largest percentage of Jews murdered in one country during the Holocaust.

The Lithuanian capital - a one-time preeminent center for rabbinical studies dating back to the 16th century - is 
today home to about 5,000 Jews.

Separately, the chief Nazi-hunter of the Los Angles-based Simon Wiesenthal Center has accused the 
Lithuanian authorities of failing to adequately respond to several recent anti-Semitic provocations as well as 
protecting local Nazi war criminals from prosecution and instead harassing Jewish anti-Nazi Soviet partisans.

"Given the woefully inadequate response by the government to the neo-Nazi march through the center of 
Vilnius less than half a year ago, I believe that the time has come for unequivocal, resolute and immediate 
action to identify and punish those responsible for this anti-Semitic attack," Dr. Efraim Zuroff wrote in a 
separate letter to the Lithuanian Ambassador to Israel Asta Skaisgiryte-Liauskiene.

"There is no doubt in my mind that these outbreaks of anti-Jewish violence are the direct result of Lithuania's 
failure to punish its Nazi collaborators, the recent campaign against Soviet Jewish partisans and the ongoing 
efforts to minimize the role of Lithuanians in the mass murder of their Jewish neighbors during the Holocaust."

"Today's anti-Semitic violence is the direct result of ignoring the crimes of the past," the letter concluded.

#3
Lithuanian president condemns anti-Semitic graffiti on Jewish centre
Agence France Presse, August 12, 2008



VILNIUS - Lithuania's President Valdas Adamkus on Monday condemned an apparent extreme-right graffiti
attack on a Jewish community centre in the Baltic state's capital, Vilnius, calling it an affront to the entire 
country.

"Contempt targeted at the nation which suffered from genocide is not casual hooliganism. It is a destructive 
and sordid act against Lithuania as a whole, not only Lithuania's Jewish community," Adamkus said in a 
statement.

Unknown individuals daubed swastikas on the Lithuanian Jewish community organisation's headquarters in 
central Vilnius late Saturday.

"Jews get out," said the graffiti found on the wall of the Jewish community center.

The building, in which Judaism is taught, and the community's museum adjacent to it, were both covered in 
swastikas, a Star of David on which a hanging man was depicted, and drawings of concentration camps 
besides the awful inscription.

"I underline that there is no, and will never be, room for hatred and instigation of discord in Lithuanian society," 
Adamkus said.

"I call on all people of Lithuania to be intolerant of the instigation of hatred, whatever form it may take," he said. 

Adamkus added that he had no doubt the perpetrators would be identified and punished.

Inciting hatred is a criminal offence in Lithuania carrying a two-year prison sentence.

#4
American Gets 3 Years in Belarus
Reuters, August 12, 2008

MINSK — A Belarussian court jailed a U.S. lawyer for three years on Monday on charges of industrial 
espionage and carrying forged documents, a verdict certain to plunge relations between the two countries 
deeper into crisis.

The trial of New York-based lawyer Emmanuel Zeltser, a specialist in Russian law and organized crime, was 
held behind closed doors. The verdict was announced by the defendant's lawyer, Dmitry Goryachko.

"My position is that he did not commit these crimes," Goryachko said. "We will, of course, be making an 
appeal."

Zeltser's secretary, Vladlena Bruskova, was jailed for a year.

The U.S. State Department has repeatedly expressed concern over his arrest and sought his release for ill 
health.

On Monday, the U.S. Embassy said it could not judge whether the trial met international standards as it had 
not been present. It repeated calls to be granted access to Zeltser.

"We have not been granted consular access to him for more than two months," it said. "We … call upon the 
Belarussian authorities to provide him with all the medication which has been prescribed to him."

Zeltser was detained in March on his arrival in Belarus, where he was to represent the interests of Josef Kay, a 
relative of the late Georgian businessman Badri Patarkatsishvili.



Zeltser was initially charged with using forged documents. Other accusations were added later.

Goryachko repeated his call for authorities to allow Zeltser to use U.S.-produced medicines to treat a back 
ailment, as Belarussian drugs had proved ineffective.

"Both he and his American doctors describe his state as very serious, and I am prepared to believe their 
assessment," Goryachko said.

"Perhaps now they will allow him to use the medicines he needs, and maybe they will have the required effect."

#5
A U.S. concern: Those freed from Soviet tyranny will take hope or despair in West's response to 
Russian invasion
By Jim Rosapepe and Sheilah Kast
Baltimore Sun, August 12, 2008

However it turns out, the current fighting between Russia and Georgia - the first major military offensive by 
Russia outside its borders since the invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 - is likely to have long-term consequences 
for the United States. Georgia's independence and democracy deserve U.S. support in this crisis, and we 
should make that position clear.

When we were in Romania a decade ago, Romanians would regularly tell us that the United States was naive 
about Russia. Then, Russia's economy was weak and its politics much more democratic and open than they 
are today. In fact, 10 years ago this month, low oil prices ($10 a barrel!) and chaotic management led Russia to 
default on its debt. The next year, under President Boris N. Yeltsin, Russia helped bring a peaceful end to the 
war in Kosovo.

But Romanians would tell us: Wait till Russia is back. When its economy rebounds and its political leadership 
regains self-confidence, watch out. This week, our Romanian friends are thinking, though they are too 
diplomatic to say it: We told you so.

Georgia's fight with Russia is not about religion - most of the people in both nations have been Christian 
Orthodox for centuries. Nor is it really about land, despite the rhetoric on South Ossetia and Abkhazia, two 
regions of Georgia dominated by ethnic minorities. The land isn't that valuable, few Russians live there.

For Georgians, their fight with Russia is similar to America's fight with Great Britain more than two centuries 
ago. They want to govern themselves, independent of Russia. Georgia is a democracy; it fears the domination 
of Russia, which under Vladimir V. Putin is clearly much less democratic.

It is precisely Georgian democracy and independence that Russian nationalists see as a threat. By declaring 
independence from Russia when the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, Georgia transformed itself from Russia's 
favorite source of good wine into a potential risk. By 2003, Georgia's "Rose revolution" brought to power a 
young, Columbia University-trained president, Mikhail Saakashvili, who quickly became the Energizer Bunny of 
Western values on Russia's border.

More dangerously, from the point of view of hard-liners in the Kremlin, Georgia's move encouraged a similar 
"Orange revolution" in Russia's much larger neighbor, Ukraine. And then Georgia campaigned hard to join 
NATO and the European Union.

Russian nationalists, who under Mr. Putin dominate the government, have two fears - one rational, the other 
not. If Georgia, a small country with a border and close historic ties with Russia, can maintain its democracy 
and ally with the United States and the European Union, pro-Western, democratic forces from Slovakia to 
Kyrgyzstan will be emboldened. And their domestic opponents, who pine for a Russia-dominated Eurasia, will 
be demoralized. This is the rational fear of the Putinists. The irrational fear is that if Georgia (and Ukraine) join 



NATO and the EU, Russia will be less secure. The truth is that these institutions, creations of the post-World 
War II global order, brought Europe the longest period of peace and the greatest economic boom in its history.

What makes the current battle important to the United States is that many other countries will draw the same 
conclusions from the results as the Russians and Georgians do. Can Russia's neighbors remain democratic? 
Can they ally with the United States? Does their future lie with Western values?

This week, much of the world is watching the Olympics in China. But in Ukraine, people are watching Georgia 
too. So are the people of countries already in NATO, such as the Poles and Romanians. Are they really free of 
Russian domination? Or were the last two decades since the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 just an interlude, 
like Georgia's three years of independence between the fall of the Russian czar in 1918 and consolidation of 
Soviet Communism in 1921? Even in Western Europe and Asia, America's friends and enemies are asking if 
authoritarian Russia has a bright future in world politics.

These attitudes matter to the U.S. In international relations as in investing, expectations of the future drive 
current decisions. For a while, the democratic model that America pioneered two centuries ago, and that 
countries from France to Taiwan solidified, had the momentum. We could see this in Romania in the 1990s. 
When NATO and EU membership became real prospects for their country, the democrats and Westernizers 
were emboldened and their opponents were demoralized. The results of this week's fighting in Georgia are 
likely to have similar consequences, but with more widespread repercussions. That's why the U.S. - and its 
NATO allies in Europe - needs to say clearly and publicly that we support Georgia's right to democracy, to 
independence and to alliance with the West. President Bush's strong criticism yesterday of Russia's actions -
and similar recent statements by Sen. John McCain and Sen. Barack Obama - are important first steps.

Whether or not the U.S. has the concrete tools, diplomatic or otherwise, to persuade Russia to reverse course 
now is not the only point. We were not able to reverse the Soviet Union's annexation of the Baltic countries in 
the late 1940s - but neither did we recognize them as legally part of the Soviet Union. Keeping hope alive for 
democrats around the world has been part of America's role since 1776.

Jim Rosapepe, U.S. ambassador to Romania from 1998 to 2001 and chairman of the Maryland/Leningrad 
Sister State Committee from 1995 to 1997, is a Maryland state senator. Sheilah Kast, his wife, was an ABC 
News correspondent in Russia and Georgia during the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union. She is host of 
"Maryland Morning" on WYPR-FM.

#6
What Russia's war reveals
By Leon Aron
USA Today, August 12, 2008

With Russia's agreeing to the France-brokered peace plan to halt its war on Georgia, the hostilities might be at 
an end. But the echo of this war is likely to reverberate in this part of the world for many years to come. 
Regardless of who started it and who, ostensibly, sought to "protect" whose "citizens," what has become 
Russia's war on Georgia has already revealed, or confirmed, a few crucial and troubling things about the 
Moscow regime that the West must take into consideration from this point forward.

The most important one has been Vladimir Putin's role. Not only was he a de facto commander in chief and the 
spokesman for the Kremlin (the roles that constitutionally belong to President Dmitry Medvedev, elected in 
March), but the Russian news media also have gone out of their way to play up this pre-eminence of the prime 
minister, who is supposed to be working for the president and could be fired by him. Putin flew from the 
opening of the Olympics in Beijing (where he was the only unelected prime minister among heads of states) 
directly to the North Ossetian capital of Vladikavkaz to lead the war. He was then shown on Russian television 
conferring with the local military and civilian leaders, instructing Medvedev about what needs to be done, 
talking to the refugees from South Ossetia and visiting with the wounded in a hospital. And, of course, angrily 
rebuffing the U.S criticism of Russia's actions.



Setbacks for democracy

Thus, "Prime Minister" Putin confirmed to Russia and the world what many have suspected: The elections in 
Russia are a sham, and so is the constitutional division of power. Buried under the rubble in the Georgian city 
of Gori are also the vague hopes of Medvedev's trimming at least the excesses of Putinism with domestic 
"liberalization" and a more accommodating foreign policy that his speeches had seemed to imply. All his words 
about the "rule of law" and "freedom of speech" and "anti-corruption" appear today to have as little credibility 
as the man who said them. To the extent that there were the "liberals" and the "hard-liners" among the Russian 
leadership, the distinction seemed to matter little when a decision was made to choose war. Most 
disconcerting, the Georgia incursion is a colossal setback for the already weak forces of democracy inside 
Russia.

This outcome augurs very badly for Russia's behavior in the world as well. Plenty of authoritarian regimes have 
been relatively content to fulfill their domestic agendas, without indulging their foreign policy ambitions. Neither 
under czars nor under the Soviets could Russia be counted among such political systems. Russian 
authoritarianism historically seems to be wedded to warmongering, conquests, victories and defeats. Long 
before this war, Putinism had instilled the Russian policy, politics and public opinion with the key elements of 
what might be called a "restless" and imperial-minded authoritarianism:

The intensely personal system of power, in which the "national leader" rather than democratic institutions rule. 
The state propaganda themes of loss and imperial nostalgia (Putin declared the demise of the Soviet Union 
"the greatest geopolitical catastrophe" of the 20th century). The idea of the besieged fortress Russia 
surrounded by cunning, ruthless and plotting enemies on every side. Spy mania. The labeling of political 
opposition as the "fifth column" traitors.

Even so, until this past week, Moscow had not sought to alter the rules of the game or change the partners: It 
denounced the pro-Western regimes in the Baltics, Georgia and Ukraine, but did not seek to punish or replace 
them by force. Now the line might have been crossed. Russia is not likely to walk away from this conflict 
without substantially and, more likely, fatally damaging Georgia's ability to conduct independent policies inside 
and, especially, outside the country. Moscow's insistence, from the very beginning, that "genocide" was 
committed by the Georgian leadership and that it intended to punish the perpetrators seems to have laid the 
ground for a longer-term intervention.

Will Ukraine be next?

If Russia indeed has reverted to the traditional role of warlike authoritarianism and if, as seems to be the case, 
it pays no or a very small price internationally for this war, then the next victim is not at all hard to name. It is 
the pro-Western, struggling democracy of Ukraine, teeming with millions of ethnic Russians (or Russian-
speakers). In fact, in the past few months a steady and increasingly loud propaganda drumbeat has sounded 
in Moscow, echoed in the parliament, the Duma: Do not vacate the Black Sea fleet's base of Sevastopol and, 
furthermore, reclaim the entire Crimean Peninsula from Ukraine! ("George," Putin reportedly told President 
Bush at the NATO summit in April in Romania, "Ukraine is not even a real state!") That is why Kiev has been 
so vociferous in its support for Georgia.

There could be big trouble ahead and the United States, regardless of who the next president will be,  should 
be ready.

Leon Aron is resident scholar and director of Russian studies at the American Enterprise Institute. He is the 
author, most recently, of Russia's Revolution: Essays 1989-2006.

#7
Georgian president's Russia claims raise eyebrows
By Misha Dzindzhikhashvili
Associated Press, August 13, 2008



TBILISI, Georgia - It was a claim that could have provoked a dangerous Kremlin response: The United States 
is readying to take over airports and ports in the former Soviet republic of Georgia.

The claim, by U.S.-backed Georgia President Mikhail Saakashvili on Wednesday was swiftly shot down by 
officials in Washington, who denied any such designs on Georgian soil.

Yet, it was the latest in a string of overstated pronouncements by the American-educated Georgian leader that 
are further fueling tensions with Moscow.

His comments - along with a stream of biased, conflicting and often false information coming from both 
Russian and Georgian officials - have made it hard to figure out what is really happening in the world's latest 
hotspot.

Fighting between the Russian and Georgian armies raged for days, leaving hundreds dead and some 100,000 
forced from their homes. The U.S. government and world diplomats are scrambling for a way to cool the 
tensions.

Warfare erupted when Georgia sought to retake control over the breakaway province of South Ossetia last 
Thursday and Russia responded with overwhelming military force.

Saakashvili has been conducting daily interviews in his fluent English on international television networks and 
making frequent televised speeches at home.

On Wednesday, he said in an interview on CNN that Russian troops were "closing on the capital, circling," and 
planning to install their own government in Tbilisi.

Associated Press reporters in the area saw no sign of an impending coup. An AP reporter saw dozens of 
Russian trucks and armored vehicles heading south from the central city of Gori in the direction of Tbilisi, but 
they later turned away.

Saakashvili said Russian troops moving deeper into Georgia "even steal toilet seats."

He later said on Georgian national television that the U.S. arrival of a military cargo plane with humanitarian aid 
"means that Georgia's ports and airports will be taken under the control of the U.S. Defense Department."

Pentagon spokesman Geoff Morrell responded, "We have no need, nor do we intend to take over any 
Georgian air or seaport to deliver humanitarian aid. ... We have no designs on taking control of any Georgian 
facility."

Saakashvili has repeatedly compared the Russian incursions to Hitler's invasion of Poland in 1939, to the 
Soviet crackdown in Prague in 1968 and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979.

In his Wednesday TV address, he said, "Russia has lost more airplanes than in any conflict of this scale since 
1939." While such figures are not publicly available, the calculation seemed unlikely given how brief the 
fighting has been and how uneven the two countries' forces are.

He also cited rumors that Russia was planning to bomb a rally in Tbilisi on Tuesday. The rally ended 
peacefully.

Saakashvili insists he's not overstating anything, and lamented Wednesday that the West ignored his warnings 
that Russia was planning a military operation in Georgia as "exaggerations."

"Now look what they're doing. This has already exceeded my worst expectations."



Saakashvili, who graduated from Columbia University Law School, has always been blunt, and his bold 
language and flamboyant manner helped drive the Rose Revolution that brought him to power after disputed 
elections in 2003.

He has long been derided in Russia, where he is seen as a vassal of the United States as it seeks to expand 
its influence in Moscow's backyard. The conflict has made that worse. Russian President Dmitry Medvedev 
indirectly referred to his Georgian counterpart as a "lunatic" on Tuesday.

Russia's leadership has been fierce - and often wrong - in its claims about the conflict, too.

Deputy Prime Minister Sergei Ivanov said in a BBC interview Wednesday, "There were many reports that 
Russian tanks are inside Georgia which later proved out to be totally untrue."

AP reporters saw a Russian convoy in the area of Gori on Wednesday, including support vehicles, 
ambulances, heavy cannons and about 100 combat troops.

Associated Press writer Angela Charlton in Moscow contributed to this report.

#8
Russia's War Is The West's Challenge
By Mikheil Saakashvili
Washington Post, August 14, 2008

TBILISI, Georgia - Russia's invasion of Georgia strikes at the heart of Western values and our 21st-century 
system of security. If the international community allows Russia to crush our democratic, independent state, it 
will be giving carte blanche to authoritarian governments everywhere. Russia intends to destroy not just a 
country but an idea.

For too long, we all underestimated the ruthlessness of the regime in Moscow. Yesterday brought further 
evidence of its duplicity: Within 24 hours of Russia agreeing to a cease-fire, its forces were rampaging through 
Gori; blocking the port of Poti; sinking Georgian vessels; and -- worst of all -- brutally purging Georgian villages 
in South Ossetia, raping women and executing men.

The Russian leadership cannot be trusted -- and this hard reality should guide the West's response. Only 
Western peacekeepers can end the war.

Russia also seeks to destroy our economy and is bombing factories, ports and other vital sites. Accordingly, 
we need to establish a modern version of the Berlin Airlift; the United Nations, the United States, Canada and 
others are moving in this direction, for which we are deeply grateful.

As we consider what to do next, understanding Russia's goals is critical. Moscow aims to satisfy its imperialist 
ambitions; to erase one of the few democratic, law-governed states in its vicinity; and, above all, to demolish 
the post-Cold War system of international relations in Europe. Russia is showing that it can do as it pleases.

The historical parallels are stark: Russia's war on Georgia echoes events in Finland in 1939, Hungary in 1956 
and Czechoslovakia in 1968. Perhaps this is why so many Eastern European countries, which suffered under 
Soviet occupation, have voiced their support for us.

Russia's authoritarian leaders see us as a threat because Georgia is a free country whose people have elected 
to integrate into the Euro-Atlantic community. This offends Russia's rulers. They do not want their nation or 
even its borders contaminated by democratic ideas.

Since our democratic government came to power after the 2003 Rose Revolution, Russia has used economic 
embargoes and closed borders to isolate us and has illegally deported thousands of Georgians in Russia. It 



has tried to destabilize us politically with the help of criminal oligarchs. It has tried to freeze us into submission 
by blowing up vital gas pipelines in midwinter.

When all that failed to shake the Georgian people's resolve, Russia invaded.

Last week, Russia, using its separatist proxies, attacked several peaceful, Georgian-controlled villages in 
South Ossetia, killing innocent civilians and damaging infrastructure.

On Aug. 6, just hours after a senior Georgian official traveled to South Ossetia to attempt negotiations, a 
massive assault was launched on Georgian settlements. Even as we came under attack, I declared a unilateral 
cease-fire in hopes of avoiding escalation and announced our willingness to talk to the separatists in any 
format.

But the separatists and their Russian masters were deaf to our calls for peace. Our government then learned 
that columns of Russian tanks and troops had crossed Georgia's sovereign borders. The thousands of troops, 
tanks and artillery amassed on our border are evidence of how long Russia had been planning this aggression.

Our government had no choice but to protect our country from invasion, secure our citizens and stop the 
bloodshed. For years, Georgia has been proposing 21st-century, European solutions for South Ossetia, 
including full autonomy guaranteed by the international community. Russia has responded with crude, 19th-
century methods.

It is true that Russian power could overwhelm our small country -- though even we did not anticipate the 
ferocity and scale of Moscow's response. But we had to at least try to protect our people from the invading 
forces. Any democratic country would have done the same.

But facing this brutal invading army, whose violence was ripping Georgia apart, our government decided to 
withdraw from South Ossetia, declare a cease-fire and seek negotiations. Yet Moscow ignored our appeal for 
peace.

Our repeated attempts to contact senior Russian leaders were rebuffed. Russia's foreign ministry even denied 
receiving our notice of cease-fire hours after it was officially -- and very publicly -- delivered. This was just one 
of many cynical ploys to deceive the world and justify further attacks.

This war threatens not only Georgia but security and liberty around the world. If the international community 
fails to take a resolute stand, it will have sounded the death knell for the spread of freedom and democracy 
everywhere.

Georgia's only fault in this crisis is its wish to be an independent, free and democratic country. What would 
Western nations do if they were punished for the same aspiration?

I have staked my country's fate on the West's rhetoric about democracy and liberty. As Georgians come under 
attack, we must ask: If the West is not with us, who is it with? If the line is not drawn now, when will it be 
drawn? We cannot allow Georgia to become the first victim of a new world order as imagined by Moscow.

The writer is president of Georgia.

#9
Russian support for Iran sanctions at risk amid Georgia rift
The US bid to promote a fourth round of sanctions may get lost amid sharp dispute over Russian 
military action in Georgia.
By Scott Peterson
Christian Science Monitor, August 14, 2008



ISTANBUL, Turkey - Fierce American criticism of Russia's military action in Georgia is almost certain to 
jeopardize a very different US strategic objective: stepping up pressure on Iran with another layer of United 
Nations sanctions.

As builders of Iran's $800 million nuclear power reactor, Russia has long resisted imposing sanctions to halt 
Iran's program, which the US says is a cover to make an atomic bomb. Washington has convinced Moscow to 
support three previous sets of Security Council sanctions.

But US efforts to launch a fourth set of sanctions – begun last week, as Iran all but ignored a US-European 
deadline on a nuclear deal – may get lost in the shrill US-Russian tussle in the Caucasus.

"This will make any hope of cooperative effort on Iran much more difficult," says Michael McFaul, a Russia and 
Iran expert at Stanford University's Hoover Institution. Support on Iran, he says, is "without question" the 
biggest strategic casualty of the renewed US-Russia tension.

Iran is "the last serious issue where the Bush administration has decisions to make in terms of changing 
policy," says Mr. McFaul. It is also "the one place … of high national security interest to the United States 
where Russia plays a direct role in what we are trying to do. In that sense, it towers over all these other things."

US and European officials are scrambling for ways to punish Russia for moving armed forces into separatist, 
pro-Russian enclaves of South Ossetia and Abkhazia in pro-West Georgia, and then into Georgia itself, to 
counter a Georgian military invasion late last week.

After five days of fighting that routed Georgia's small, US-advised forces, Russian President Dmitri Medvedev 
said the "aggressors" had been "punished" and ordered an end to operations. Russia lambasted Georgia's US-
educated President Mikheil Saakashvili as a "terrorist" and "lunatic" who should be tried for "genocide."

But the rhetoric has also been unusually blunt between the US and Russia. President Bush this week 
demanded Russia end a "dramatic and brutal escalation of violence."

"This has come at a very opportune time for Iran," says a Tehran-based political analyst who asked not to be 
named. "Any new rift between the US and Russians would be welcome by Iran … anything that give Iran more 
time and a little more headache for the US."

Georgia is not far from Iran's borders, and "up to a point, Iran would be quietly happy, but the conflict can 
escalate to something that would cause more instability and suffering," says the analyst, which Iran does not 
want.

US warplanes carried 2,000 Georgian troops out of Iraq Sunday, until then the third-largest coalition member, 
which manned checkpoints to prevent weapons smuggling along Iraq's border with Iran.

Russia's Prime Minister Vladimir Putin mocked the US effort. "I'm amazed by their skills at seeing black as 
white, of portraying aggressors as victims," Mr. Putin said. "Some of our partners, far from assisting us, are 
attempting to impede us [by transferring Georgian troops] on board US aircraft directly to the conflict zone."

Former Soviet leader and Nobel laureate Mikhail Gorbachev also blamed the US and the West more generally 
for military training and political support that "emboldened Georgian leaders."

"By declaring the Caucasus, a region that is thousands of miles from the American continent, a sphere of its 
'national interest,' the United States made a serious blunder," Mr. Gorbachev wrote in The Washington Post 
and Rossiyskaya Gazeta in Moscow.

The effect will be felt beyond the Caucasus. Noting that the US wants Russia to support sanctions against Iran 
and to not sell weapons – "particularly the highly effective S-300 air defense system" – an analysis from 
Stratfor, an intelligence analysis firm, said Wednesday that the Russians "have backed the Americans into a 
corner."



"Georgia is a marginal issue to the United States; Iran is a central issue," notes Stratfor. The US must either 
"reorient" away from the Mideast to the Caucasus, or "seriously limit its response to Georgia to avoid a 
Russian counter in Iran."

The US has canceled a joint NATO naval exercise with Russia due to begin this week, and the US and 
Europeans are debating further steps, which include kicking Russia out of a series of regional groupings 
including the G-8 industrialized nations, returning it to the original G-7.

The harsh rhetoric comes on top of a host of issues that have rankled the once-close post-Soviet US 
relationship with Russia. They include expansion of the NATO alliance to Russia's western borders, US 
insistence on placing missile-defense units – aimed at one day stopping an Iranian missile – in eastern Europe, 
and strong support for a string of democratic revolutions in nations that were once part of the Soviet Union. 
Georgia's "Rose Revolution" was the first, in 2003.

"Even if there are no more UN sanctions on Iran, at least there can still be more US and European sanctions," 
says a US diplomat who follows Iranian issues.

The US Treasury on Tuesday imposed sanctions on five more Iranian companies it called "nuclear and missile 
entities … used by Iran to hide its illicit conduct and further its dangerous nuclear ambitions."

"I think [Russia has] been playing us when it comes to sanctions and stringing it out for years and years," says 
McFaul. "They've never wanted sanctions, and our position has moved to theirs, not vice versa. If you go back 
12 years ago, we were debating whether there should be a Bushehr [nuclear reactor]. Now we are well beyond 
that today."

But while the sanctions are affecting commercial ties, Iranian leaders insist the modest layers of UN, US, and 
EU sanctions in place are not the reason for the dire state of Iran's economy. Experts point out that the high 
price of oil is a salve.

Iran benefits, too, from having the international spotlight turned on Georgia and away from its nuclear 
gamesmanship.

"It seems to be overshadowing the Iran nuclear issue, at least for some time," says the Tehran analyst. "It 
makes it more difficult at the UN and the P5 [permanent five members of the Security Council] to sit down and 
talk about the nuclear issue when there is a conflict as well going on."

#10
Russia says no reason to delay WTO membership bid
By Gleb Bryanski
Reuters, August 14, 2008

MOSCOW - Blocking Russia from joining the World Trade Organization because of the conflict in Georgia 
would defy common sense and break Western promises, a Russian official said on Thursday in response to 
U.S. warnings.

A senior U.S. official said on Tuesday Russian integration into international institutions such as the WTO was 
in question because of Moscow's military operations in Georgia. President George W. Bush said on 
Wednesday the fighting was hurting Russia's efforts to join global economic and security bodies.

"There are no formal reasons to stop these (accession) talks," the senior Russian official, who is close to the 
WTO membership negotiations, told Reuters.



"The statements that our accession should be delayed because of events in Georgia sound strange," the 
source said. "It contradicts basic logic, common sense and promises that were given by the governments of 
Western countries to Russia."

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, who is not directly involved in the WTO talks, told Echo Moskvy radio 
station Russia was already frustrated with delays in negotiations and was growing more convinced it will never 
be accepted anyway.

"Sorry for a rude expression but every time they are just fooling us around," Lavrov said.

The source said Russia's accession could nevertheless provide a fresh impetus to the trade watchdog after the 
collapse of the Doha round of trade talks last month. Russia is the world's 10th largest economy and by far the 
biggest country still outside the WTO.

"After the July crisis, Russia's accession could have provided support for the organization, which is 
experiencing serious systemic problems," the source said.

GEORGIAN OBJECTION

The official also said Russia was unlikely to resume trade negotiations with Georgia, already a WTO member, 
which earlier blocked the accession talks because of Russian backing for its rebel regions.

"In this situation I do not think that this (resumption of talks with Georgia) is possible. Therefore we will look at 
other ways of solving the problem," the source said, adding that WTO rules provided a mechanism for such 
cases.

Georgia and other ex-Soviet neighbor Ukraine are the only WTO members with whom Russia does not have a 
bilateral deal. Under WTO rules, a candidate country must reach agreement with all existing members.

Before fighting between Russian forces, their separatist allies and Georgia broke out last week, Russia was 
nearing the end of its decade-old bid to join the WTO. The more Western-friendly camp in Russia's 
government saw membership as an important way to strengthen ties with the West.

Russia is now facing growing international criticism over its crushing of Georgian forces, which may strain its 
relations with the West for years to come.

U.S. Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama has called for a review of Russia's WTO bid. U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Carlos Gutierrez said on Tuesday Russia still had some work to do before it was ready to 
join.

Russia, which currently mostly exports energy and raw materials, seeks WTO membership to gain better 
access to global markets for the higher added-value goods it hopes to produce after it diversifies the economy 
away from natural resources.

The West seeks better access to Russia's domestic market as rising incomes fuel demand for Western 
consumer goods, services and technology. The WTO sets the rules for global trade and provides a mechanism 
for the resolution of trade conflicts.

"All sides are set to lose (due to a delay of Russia's accession). Who will lose most is difficult to say," the 
source said. Deutsche Bank analysts said the delay may hit shares of Russian steel firms.

The source said that only when accession talks resumed in mid-September would it become clear whether 
other countries were trying to complicate the negotiations process, and it was too early to say how Russia may 
react.



#11
Conflict Makes Clear Who Rules in Russia
Putin Shown Giving Orders to Medvedev
By Frederick Kunkle
Washington Post, August 14, 2008

MOSCOW - There was little doubt about who was ruling Russia even before its armed incursion into Georgia 
this week. But the events of the past five days wiped away any pretense that President Dmitry Medvedev runs 
the country.

The violence between Russia and the former Soviet republic, nearly coinciding with Medvedev's 100th day in 
office, has demonstrated how much control remains in the hands of his predecessor, Prime Minister Vladimir 
Putin, analysts say.

"I can tell you that recent developments between Russia and Georgia give us no proof that Dmitry Medvedev is 
an independent leader," said Evgenii Kiselev, editor in chief of TVI television in Kiev, Ukraine, and a frequent 
commentator on Echo Moskvy radio.

For Alexander Golts, deputy editor of the Moscow-based Daily Journal, one episode stands out in particular. 
When Putin returned from Vladikavkaz, a Russian city near the war zone, he was shown on television giving 
orders to the president.

"One scene was very clear, when Putin began to tell the president what to do. It was not a private 
conversation. Putin wanted to show that he was in charge," Golts said. "Everybody was shocked."

Golts said the conflict also pointed up the superfluousness of the Duma, the lower house of Russia's 
parliament. "No one thought about a session of Duma. No one even bothered," Golts said. "The Duma has 
simply disappeared from Russia's power structure."

Putin served as president from 2000 until earlier this year, systematically centralizing power in his own hands. 
He chose the relatively unknown Medvedev as his successor. Elected by a landslide, Medvedev took office in 
May, with his patron switching to the constitutionally less powerful post of prime minister. Ever since, people 
here have been analyzing the personal ties and division of power between the two.

Over the course of history, Russians have vacillated between wanting a firm hand to rule them and wanting to 
cast off that master's rule. Czars tended to be either merciful, paternalistic rulers or strong and iron-handed, 
such as Ivan the Terrible. Few combined both qualities, although some tried. Even the Soviet dictator Joseph 
Stalin cultivated an image as a stern father.

Under Putin and Medvedev, it is as if the age-old desire for a strong czar and a merciful czar are being met at 
the same time.

At least until now, Medvedev has excited the hopes of Western-leaning Russians, who suggest he sincerely 
believes that the nation will truly prosper only when it follows the rule of law and becomes more open and 
democratic.

Putin, meanwhile, has earned broad popularity among Russians who feel that his eight-year presidency 
restored the nation's international standing after the humiliations of the Soviet Union's collapse. He also 
muzzled the broadcast media and marginalized the opposition.

Sergei Arutyunov, journalist and director of the Caucasus Institute of RAN, said Wednesday that the Russia-
Georgia conflict also exposed a complicated dynamic in the Putin-Medevedev tandem.

"From the very beginning, we've been seeing attempts to put a wedge between Medvedev and Putin, but it has 
not worked. They work together very successfully," Arutyunov said. In his view, each needs the other, since it 



is widely expected that Putin will run for president again in four years. Should some unpopular policy go awry, 
Putin can always say it was Medvedev's idea.

Evgenii Minchenko, director of the International Institute of Political Expertise, offered a similar view. If 
Medvedev can put some distance between himself and controversial decisions such as the use of force 
against Georgia, he can maintain his image, especially in the West, as a possible reformer.

Tatyana Parkhalina, director of the Center for European Security, said she was struck by the fact that 
Medvedev made no significant statement about the conflict in the early going and was still vacationing on the
Volga River with his family while Putin was headed toward the front.

State-controlled television, meanwhile, aired footage that cast Putin as the man in charge. Russians saw him 
striding through an outpost, talking with military commanders near the front and making bedside visits to 
injured civilians from the South Ossetian capital, Tskhinvali. It was only on Tuesday that Medvedev was 
depicted in a role of authority, appearing with French President Nicolas Sarkozy to announce that a cease-fire 
had been reached.

Parkhalina said the Russia-Georgia conflict put an end to the perception that perhaps there was some genuine 
competition between Medvedev and Putin's clique of former KGB officers whose views were shaped in the 
Cold War era.

Putin's people "have won for the moment," she said. "This is very bad for the Russian Federation."

Dmitry Trenin, deputy director of studies at the Carnegie Moscow Center, said stereotypes of the two leaders, 
particularly among American policymakers, may obscure the fact that Russia had little choice but to take action 
against Georgia after its president, Mikheil Saakashvili, ordered troops into South Ossetia. The Georgians' 
nighttime shelling of Tskhinvali, he said, amounted to a war crime.

Because of the image of Putin as an authoritarian, he said, the reaction in the West was to cheer David over 
Goliath. In the United States, he said, it's difficult to show any understanding of Moscow's move "because then 
you're accused of being pro-Russian, pro-Putin."

All the same, Trenin agreed that the conflict would likely strengthen Putin's hand and set back hopes of true 
democracy in Russia. "Most people are content to let the Kremlin rule. I would call it authoritarianism with the 
consent of the governed."

But Trenin also said the aspirations and growing affluence of Russia's expanding middle class promise to be 
the most effective check on further authoritarianism. "At some point, they will be choosing not only cars but the 
people who run the country," Trenin said.

#12
Georgia on Their Mind: Expats Forced To Juggle Dueling Identities
By Marissa Brostoff
Forward, August 14, 2008

When U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner organized an emergency meeting for the Georgian community in New York, 
he didn’t hold it at a community center, church or school auditorium, but at an ornate synagogue on a 
residential block in Queens.

Of the 5,000 or so Georgians who live in the New York area, at least 3,000 are Jewish, and the Congregation 
of Georgian Jews may be the most permanent community structure that the Georgian émigré population here 
has. Indeed, the synagogue’s shiny black doorway has been opened to the entire Georgian community on 
many happier occasions before the grim meeting with Weiner on August 13, while Russian tanks rumbled 
through the streets of major Georgian cities.



The congregation’s willingness to act as a de facto Georgian cultural center underscores the comfort that many 
Georgian Jews feel with their national identity. Though accustomed to being a tiny minority — in Georgia, a 
country of four and a half million, Jews now number around 10,000 — the position of centrality suits them well. 
To a degree perhaps unusual among Jews who came to the United States and Israel from the former Soviet 
Union, they speak of their country of origin as a homeland.

“Georgia is like Israel,” said Mikhail Roketlishvili, who was a professor of economics in Georgia before coming 
to the United States and still has family in the old country. “She was attacked many times by different countries 
and she always stays alive.”

Despite that conviction, Roketlishvili said that he is deeply worried about Georgia.

Other community members echoed his concerns at the meeting with Weiner, who represents a chunk of 
Queens where many Georgian Jews live, and among themselves during a lively and sometimes heated 
discussion over bagels, instant Israeli coffee and vodka at the synagogue the morning before the meeting.

On the most pressing level, they worried about loved ones still in Georgia, some of them unreachable since 
Russia invaded Georgia over the breakaway region of South Ossetia last week. But the fear of Russian 
dominance over the region, as well as concerns about Georgia’s relationship with Israel, an important ally, also 
loomed large.

“War is complicated, you cannot say one side is right,” said Otar Sepiashvili, a film critic and television 
personality in Tbilisi before he moved to New York in 1996. “But Georgia is an independent country, and South 
Ossetia is part of the Georgian republic.”

On occasion, their concern for their families and their nation seemed to come into conflict. “At first I thought, 
maybe Israel should send their aircrafts to bring the Jews for free,” said Abraham Ashville, a rabbi at the 
Congregation of Georgian Jews. “But then I thought that would not be nice to our Georgian brothers.”

The Georgian Jewish community in New York is extremely tight-knit, with most of its population living within a 
few blocks in Forest Hills, a neighborhood in Queens. The breakfast at the synagogue, in fact, was a daily 
occurrence that follows the morning prayer services, Ashville said. Jews in Georgia under the Soviet regime 
experienced greater religious freedom than their co-religionists in Russia, and Georgian Jews in the United 
States remain more observant, by and large, than their Russian equivalents.

According to legend, Georgian Jewish roots in the Central Asian country stretch back as far as the Babylonian 
captivity in the 6th century BCE. Asked his opinion of Georgian president Mikheil Saakashvili, Ashville replied 
with instinctive national pride.

“Our hearts go out to him because we spent 26 centuries in Georgia since the destruction of the First Temple,” 
Ashville said.

In an essay on Georgian Jewry,historian Valery Dymshits suggested that this perspective is not unusual within 
the community.

“Georgian Jews are more integrated into the culture of their surroundings than their counterparts in any other 
community,” Dymshits wrote in an essay accompanying an exhibit in a Russian museum. “Remarkably, 
Georgian Gentiles and Jews both boast that anti-Semitism has never existed in Georgia, although historical 
facts attest to the contrary.”

That sense of rootedness, as well as religiosity, differentiates the Georgian Jewish community in the United 
States from the Russian community here. Russian Jews under Josef Stalin (himself a Georgian) “washed out 
God from their hearts,” Ashville said. His community in Queens has a closer relationship with the Bukharan 
community of Jews from Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, he added, noting that Bukharans in the neighborhood 
attend the synagogue.



Leah Moses, a correspondent for the Russian-language newspaper Russkaya Reklama who writes about 
Soviet Jewish émigré communities, said that Georgians and Russians, along with other Jews from the former 
Soviet Union, do in fact interact. “They consider themselves one community, in general,” Moses said.

As to how relations between Russian and Georgian Jews would fare in light of the escalating conflict in 
Georgia, Moses said that opinion among Soviet émigrés seemed to be forming along ideological rather than 
national lines, with some favoring Russia and some favoring a turn toward the West.

#13
Bush Says Russia Must Stop ‘Bullying’ Georgia
By Ellen Barry and Graham Bowley
New York Times, August 15, 2008

Condemning as unacceptable what he called Russia’s “bullying and intimidation,” President Bush said Friday 
that Russia must withdraw its troops from all of Georgian territory and said the United States would stand with 
Georgia in the conflict.

“Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity must be respected,” he said.

Tensions between Washington and Moscow have risen sharply in the past 24 hours, as Russia’s president and 
foreign minister made it clear they would support separatist efforts by two breakaway Georgian territories and 
as the specter of a resurgent Russia helped persuade Poland to agree to a long-stalled deal on an American 
missile defense system.

Mr. Bush spoke as Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice arrived in the Georgian capital on Friday to hold talks 
with Georgia’s president, Mikheil Saakashvili, and as Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany met with the 
Russian president, Dmitri A. Medvedev. Praising the small nation as a “courageous democracy” that has 
provided troops to support the American-led wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, Mr. Bush said, “The people of 
Georgia have cast their lot with the free world, and we will not cast them aside.”

In some of his strongest language yet on the war that flared up a week ago, Mr. Bush said in a brief statement 
at the White House, “Moscow must honor its commitment to withdraw its invading forces from all Georgian 
territory.”

Mr. Bush said that the cold war was over and that Russia had damaged its credibility and standing in the 
international order. Russia now has to “put itself back on the path of responsible nations,” Mr. Bush said.

Russia’s military offensive into Georgia has forced the start of a wholesale reassessment of American dealings 
with Russia, according to senior Bush administration officials, and jeopardized talks on everything from halting 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions to reducing strategic arsenals to cooperation on missile defenses.

The conflict punctuated a stark turnabout in the administration’s view of Vladimir V. Putin, the president-turned-
prime minister whom Mr. Bush has repeatedly described as a trustworthy friend. Now Mr. Bush’s aides 
complain that Russian officials have been misleading or at least evasive about Russia’s intentions in Georgia.

“Russia’s behavior over the past week has called into question the entire premise of that dialogue and has 
profound implications for our security relationship going forward, both bilaterally and with NATO,” Defense 
Secretary Robert M. Gates said Thursday at the Pentagon. “If Russia does not step back from its aggressive 
posture and actions in Georgia, the U.S.-Russian relationship could be adversely affected for years to come.”

The unspoken new danger is that a cooling relationship could cost the administration any hope of working 
closely with Russia on some of its topmost priorities, like controlling nuclear proliferation, countering terrorism 
or resolving the problems of the Middle East.



If Russia and the United States rarely have acted as allies during Mr. Bush’s presidency, they also have rarely 
allowed disagreements to undermine what Mr. Bush considered one of his bedrock diplomatic relationships. 
After their first meeting in 2001, Mr. Bush said famously that he had looked into Mr. Putin’s eyes and “got a 
sense of his soul.”

Mr. Bush has pursued policies that Mr. Putin vigorously opposed, including supporting the independence of 
Kosovo from Serbia, a Russian ally, expanding NATO to include some former Soviet bloc nations and 
stationing elements of a missile defense system in Eastern Europe.

But the two worked closely together to battle terrorism. Administration officials said Mr. Putin had generally 
cooperated in efforts to curtail nuclear programs in Iran and North Korea.

Only four months ago, Mr. Bush and Mr. Putin met in Sochi, Russia, and signed a “framework agreement” that 
pledged cooperation on a variety of diplomatic and security matters and declared that “the era in which the 
United States and Russia considered one another an enemy or strategic threat has ended.” Mr. Gates, along
with Ms. Rice, has gone to Moscow twice in the past year for discussions on that agreement, which has now 
been overshadowed by the war and appears unlikely to progress any time soon, if ever.

Mr. Bush has not directly addressed his relationship with Mr. Putin or his successor, Mr. Medvedev, and Mr. 
Bush’s aides declined Thursday to discuss his personal views. But he has bluntly warned Russia that it risks 
losing its international standing.

Mr. Bush went Thursday to the headquarters of the Central Intelligence Agency in Langley, Va., for a briefing 
on the situation in Georgia.

“Got a lot of folks, smart folks, analyzing the situation on the ground and, of course, briefing us on different 
possibilities that could develop in the area and the region,” he said, flanked by the agency’s director, Michael 
V. Hayden, and his deputy, Stephen R. Kappes.

Mr. Bush reiterated his call “for the territorial integrity of Georgia to be respected and the cease-fire agreement 
to be honored.”

Both Georgia and Russia took steps back from open conflict on Thursday, with Russia largely ending air 
operations over Georgia and preparing to withdraw at least some of the troops it had moved inside the country, 
Mr. Gates said.

But the issue of Georgia’s territorial integrity appeared increasingly uncertain after Mr. Medvedev met with the 
leaders of the two separatist regions, South Ossetia and Abkhazia. His foreign minister, Sergey V. Lavrov, 
declared that Georgia “can forget about” reclaiming sovereignty over the regions.

Mr. Bush rescheduled a trip to his ranch in Texas for Friday, a one-day postponement. Ms. Rice, he said, will 
brief him after returning from her trip to France and Georgia, which is intended to show American support for 
Mr. Saakashvili.

For a second day, an American C-17 cargo plane arrived in Georgia bearing relief supplies, encountering no 
interference from Russian forces. Mr. Bush ordered the military-run operation on Wednesday, setting up what 
administration officials described as a direct challenge to Russia to keep its promise to allow humanitarian aid. 
A small team of Pentagon officials arrived to assess how best to distribute relief supplies to those wounded or 
displaced by the conflict.

Mr. Gates and Gen. James E. Cartwright, vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said at a Pentagon briefing 
that American forces had the right to self-defense but that he did not anticipate having to resort to force to 
distribute the medicine and shelters.

Mr. Gates stressed that he was not predicting a return to the cold war, and he said that over all the United 
States’ response to the crisis had been restrained.



“The United States spent 45 years working very hard to avoid a military confrontation with Russia,” he said. “I 
see no reason to change that approach today.”

Mr. Gates is one of the administration’s experts on Soviet and Russian policies and previously served as the 
director of central intelligence while spending his career studying the Kremlin and its efforts to exert influence 
around the world.

“What happens in the days and months to come will determine the future course of U.S.-Russian relations,” he 
said. “But by the same token, my personal view is that there needs to be some consequences for the actions 
that Russia has taken against a sovereign state.”

The United States has already canceled outright or withdrawn from several military exercises that were to have 
included Russian forces in the coming days, the first concrete, punitive steps taken by the administration. In 
addition, Mr. Gates said, the Defense Department “will re-examine the entire gamut of our military-to-military 
activities with Russia and will make changes as necessary and appropriate, depending on Russian actions in 
the days ahead.”

The Russian government unleashed its military into Georgia to accomplish two goals, Mr. Gates said: to punish 
Georgia for trying to integrate with the West and to warn other nations in the former Soviet sphere of influence 
against closer ties with Washington and its NATO allies.

“My view is that the Russians — and I would say principally Prime Minister Putin — is interested in reasserting 
Russia’s, not only Russia’s great power or superpower status, but in reasserting Russia’s traditional spheres of 
influence,” he said. “My guess is that everyone is going to be looking at Russia through a different set of lenses 
as we look ahead.”

Mr. Gates’s remarks, while critical of Mr. Putin, also included an implicit rebuke of any effort to base American 
policy solely on a perceived friendship within the Kremlin. At the Pentagon, Mr. Gates was asked whether he 
trusted Mr. Putin anymore, and he paused before responding.

“ ‘Anymore’ is an interesting add,” he said. “I have never believed that one should make national security policy 
on the basis of trust. I think you make national security policy based on interests and on realities.”

Ellen Barry reported from Moscow and Graham Bowley from New York. Steven Lee Myers and Thom Shanker 
contributed reporting from Washington, and Tom Rachman from Paris.

#14
'Georgian Jews want to move to Israel - just not yet'
By Anshel Pfeffer
Haaretz, August 15, 2008

TBILISI - On Wednesday evening, Rossiko Harnavi stood at the entrance to the Israeli Embassy in Tbilisi 
waiting to receive the longed-for visa that would enable her to immigrate to Israel. After a while, a security 
guard told her that the consular section was no longer receiving the public, but she could come back the next 
day. The real reason for this rejection was that Harnavi is a resident of the capital, and at the moment, the
beefed-up staff, which remained at the embassy well into the night, was concentrating on applications 
submitted by Jews who had fled from battle zones, many of them with only the clothes on their back.

About 300 Jewish refugees came into Tbilisi this week from the bombarded city of Gori; most of them have 
already filed applications to immigrate to Israel. In an accelerated procedure, 140 have already received 
immigration permits; under normal procedures, they would have had to wait a month. Thirty-four had already 
boarded planes and landed in their new country by Thursday morning.



Pleas for rescue have also come in from other Georgian cities that have become besieged enclaves in the 
wake of the Russian army's invasion. But in the country's largest Jewish community, Tbilisi, where more than 
10,000 Jews live, no signs of panic are evident as yet.

Even Harnavi, a 30-year-old English teacher, said that she does not intend to leave Georgia in the near future. 
"I just want to have a visa in hand, in case the situation deteriorates and we have to leave soon," she said. "If 
the situation doesn't change, maybe I will go to Israel in a few months."

According to Harnavi, "80 percent of the Jews are already thinking about leaving," due to fears that the 
Russian army will reach the capital. The embassy, however, says that only a handful of immigration 
applications have been submitted by Jews from Tbilisi.

"Nevertheless, we mustn't make light of the numbers," said a Jewish Agency staffer. "During the entire last 
year, only 200 Jews immigrated to Israel from Georgia. Now, we have received nearly the same number of 
applications in only two days."

The crisis in Georgia has brought the roses back to the cheeks of senior officials at the Jewish Agency, Nativ 
(the Liaison Bureau) and the Joint Distribution Committee. In recent years, many people both in the Israeli 
establishment and abroad have been mulling these organizations' role and whether they even have a right to 
exist. But suddenly, Georgia's 12,000 Jews - the remnant of a splendid community, most of which has been in 
Israel for many years already - have become a coveted target. Emissaries have set out from Israel and from 
locations throughout the former Soviet Union to reinforce the small delegation in Tbilisi. Search teams have 
been set up, situation rooms have been opened, and some people are already preparing daring rescue plans.

Meanwhile, however, apart from a few hundred who lost their homes in the fighting and no longer have 
anywhere to go back to, the Jews prefer to remain where they are.

"I'm staying here," declared Georgian Reintegration Minister Temor Yakobashvili, who is responsible for liaison 
with the separatist areas in South Ossetia and Abkhazia, with a dismissive wave of his hand. Yakobashvili, 
who speaks fluent Hebrew, is a former Zionist leader, but now, he is more representative of members of the 
Jewish community who are well-connected in Georgia. And no, he does not know of any Jewish friends who 
are planning to leave.

"This is a very patriotic community that has strong ties to the local culture and society," said a senior Nativ 
official who came to Tbilisi to reinforce the team that is examining immigration applications and confirming the 
applicants' eligibility to come here. "Their tendency at the moment is to identify with the rest of the Georgian 
people in the struggle against Russia. But their determination also derives from the belief that in the end, 
Russia will not attack the city. If the columns of tanks continue to move forward and Tbilisi is attacked, then 
we'll see a different picture here, and thousands could arrive at the embassy."

Should that happen, they have plans prepared: An airlift will arrive at Tbilisi, or at some airport in a neighboring 
country; convoys of buses will transport people to the planes along secured routes; and thousands of Jews will 
be absorbed simultaneously in absorption centers that will be opened especially for them.

Jewish Agency and Nativ veterans are harking back to the days of Operation Solomon, when 13,000 Jews 
from Ethiopia were brought to Israel in a single day, and to the panicky start of mass immigration from the 
Soviet Union, when it was feared that at any moment, the Iron Curtain could fall again, and a thousand 
immigrants a day were flown to Israel. Everything is ready. Only the Jews, at least for the moment, are not 
showing up.

#15
Russians Confident That Nation Is Back
By Anne Barnard
New York Times, August 15, 2008



MOSCOW - Outside the gold-domed Cathedral of Christ the Savior, ranks of young people stood with flickering 
candles in plastic cups, summoned by the Kremlin-endorsed group Young Russia. A woman, her voice turned 
tinny by a megaphone, exhorted the crowd to consider the victims of “Georgian brutality.”

The young Muscovites gathered on Thursday to show support for their government, which had sent tanks into 
the former Soviet republic of Georgia in the most formidable show of Russian military strength beyond its 
borders since the fall of the Soviet Union, and many in the crowd saw in the past week’s events as a 
comeuppance for the arrogant West.

“The superpower showed that she was able to defend her people,” said Marina Katayeva, 30, a doctor. “Now 
we will be more respected.”

Alyona Latyuk, 22, said, “I hope that now the West learns a lesson.”

While Western commentators are talking of a strategic sea change and a resurgent Russia newly ready to use 
its military might, many Russians say their country had nothing to prove, at least not to them.

The West, they say, may simply have learned what they already knew: Russia is back. And its actions in 
Georgia are nothing to get excited about, just the ordinary business of a great power in its traditional backyard.

Their tone was less of triumphalism than of quiet confidence and pride. To describe Russia’s actions, they 
used words like competent, correct, reasonable. Russia, in their view, is the peacemaker.

“Russia wants to resolve things peacefully,” said Ms. Latyuk, who wore a white tank top on which she had 
stenciled the English words, “No War.”

The youth group, which is affiliated with Prime Minister Vladimir V. Putin’s party, could be expected to side with 
the government, but the sentiments expressed by its members were echoed by many other Russians who lived 
through the loss of the Soviet empire and the humiliating economic collapse that followed.

Even Mikhail S. Gorbachev - perhaps the West’s favorite Russian - came out in support of the war. He said 
that when Georgia tried to take back the capital of a pro-Russian separatist region, South Ossetia, shelling 
Russian peacekeepers with artillery, Russia had no choice but to act.

But while most Russians seem to believe their country had every right to send troops into South Ossetia, there 
is a wide range of opinion, and some ambivalence, about how the war will affect Russia.

Some in the business community regard Russia’s military move as a disaster that caused a sudden dip in the 
stock market this week

In financial circles, an e-mail message circulated making fun of the government’s terminology for its mission in 
Georgia, “Enforcement of Peace.” The message read, “Enforcement of vacation - firing,” and “Enforcement of 
generosity - robbery.”

And polls show that Russians’ views are fairly nuanced. While they broadly support the government’s backing 
of separatist South Ossetia, support for sending in troops is far from unanimous.

In a poll conducted by the respected Levada Center, 53 percent of Russians said they supported sending 
troops into Georgia; 36 percent did not. But 70 percent said they believe South Ossetia should either become 
part of Russia or win independence. But even many of those who said they worried that entering Georgia 
would ultimately hurt Russia added that they believed Russia had every right to do so.

Artyem Bychkov, a supporter of the government’s moves, spent his smoking breaks Thursday watching people 
stream into a South Ossetian cultural center near the cafe where he works to deliver donations for refugees 
who fled the fighting. For him, it was no surprise that Russia had the boldness and the ability to take the steps 
it took.



“I never had any doubts,” he said. “Only the West didn’t understand.”

To Mr. Bychkov, 27, Russia’s military successes are the logical conclusion of Russia’s progression from the 
poor country he knew as a child to the oil power it is today.

He was a child when Russia’s economy fell apart with the Soviet Union. His mother, a teacher, did not get her 
salary for nearly a year. The family lived on cucumbers and potatoes they grew themselves. Their town outside 
of Moscow, Dmitrov, was a crumbling backwater.

Now, a building boom is turning Dmitrov into a bustling exurb, filled with shops and sports complexes. Moscow, 
flush with oil money, is dotted with trendy new cafes like MuMu, where he is the manager. He cannot find 
enough waiters because unemployment is so low.

“Russia is rising,” he said.

Some people were critical of the government for not hitting harder and faster. “We really showed them,” said 
Georgy Kryuchkov, slamming a fist into his palm as he sipped a tall can of Tuborg at a table by a hotdog stand. 
“We could have done it sooner, but O.K., we did it later.”

Nearly everyone of the dozen people interviewed seemed to believe the Kremlin version of events as 
presented on the state-controlled media: that Georgian troops rampaged through the pro-Russian separatist 
capital of South Ossetia, Tskhinvali, and killed as many as 2,000 people, and that Russia was obliged to go in 
to prevent further atrocities. And nearly everyone accepts the Kremlin view that the people of South Ossetia, 
who traditionally have closer ties to Russia than to Georgia and in recent years were given Russian passports, 
are Russian citizens.

Human Rights Watch has only been able to confirm 44 deaths so far in Tskhinvali. While heavy fighting went 
on there, access to the area has been tightly controlled by the Russians and no full, independent assessment 
has been possible. And Georgia argues that Russia handed out the passports as a pretext for annexation of 
the territory.

Although some independent Web sites and newspapers were critical of the push into Georgia - state-controlled 
television delivered a consistent message that Georgia was the aggressor.

Some Russians expressed complex feelings about the war.

Yekaterina Levchenko, 27, who brought bars of children’s soap decorated with a cartoon rabbit to the cultural 
center, began to cry when asked what might come of the war. “God forbid there will be World War Three,” she 
said. “What if my husband has to go?”

Vadim Ozovtsov, a retired electric engineer, said the standoff over Georgia, an American ally, made him 
nervous because it was not clear “what America will do next.”

Others felt a dash of regret that things had come to this: invading Georgia, a country for which many Russians 
feel affection, for its piquant food, its mountains, and its music, even as mutual suspicion lingers from centuries 
of Russian rule over the Caucasian nation.

Still others worried that the West’s disapproval could gut the very economic recovery that has made Russia so 
confident.

Climbing onto his motorbike as he left the Coffee Mania cafe early Thursday, Oleg Baikov, a stockbroker, 
rolled his eyes when asked if the war had raised Russia’s international standing. He said he sat helplessly 
watching his portfolio crash as the world was crying, “Look at Russia, invading the poor little republic.”



“We’re losing more than we’re gaining,” he said. “But we had no other choice.”

Inside the cafe, four women, carefully coiffed and wearing stilettos for an evening of carpaccio and $20 
cocktails, argued into the night about South Ossetia.

“Russia should not interfere,” said one woman, who was once married to a Georgian and refused to give her 
name because of the sensitivity of the subject. “Russia is acting like an empire.”

Another, Tatyana Cherkashina, summed it up: “From the human point of view, it’s terrible. But in the 
geopolitical sense, it’s normal.”

#16
U.S. Ties With Russia Being Reassessed, Bush Aides Say
By Steven Lee Myers and Thom Shanker
New York Times, August 15, 2008

WASHINGTON - Russia’s military offensive into Georgia has jolted the Bush administration’s relationship with 
Moscow, senior officials said Thursday, forcing a wholesale reassessment of American dealings with Russia 
and jeopardizing talks on everything from halting Iran’s nuclear ambitions to reducing strategic arsenals to 
cooperation on missiles defenses.

The conflict punctuated a stark turnabout in the administration’s view of Vladimir V. Putin, the president turned 
prime minister whom President Bush has repeatedly described as a trustworthy friend. Now Mr. Bush’s aides 
complain that Russian officials have been misleading or at least evasive about Russia’s intentions in Georgia.

Even as the conflict between Russia and Georgia appeared to ease on Thursday, Secretary of Defense Robert 
M. Gates said the Russian attack had forced a fundamental rethinking of the administration’s effort to forge “an 
ongoing and long-term strategic dialogue with Russia.”

“Russia’s behavior over the past week has called into question the entire premise of that dialogue and has 
profound implications for our security relationship going forward, both bilaterally and with NATO,” Mr. Gates 
said at the Pentagon. “If Russia does not step back from its aggressive posture and actions in Georgia, the 
U.S.-Russian relationship could be adversely affected for years to come.”

The unspoken new danger is that a cooling relationship could cost the administration any hope of working 
closely with Russia on some of its topmost priorities, like controlling nuclear proliferation, countering terrorism 
or resolving the problems of the Middle East.

If Russia and the United States rarely have acted as allies during Mr. Bush’s presidency, they also have rarely 
allowed disagreements to undermine what Mr. Bush considered one of his bedrock diplomatic relationships. 
After their first meeting in 2001, Mr. Bush said famously that he had looked into the eyes of Mr. Putin and “got 
a sense of his soul.”

Mr. Bush has pursued policies that Mr. Putin vigorously opposed, including supporting the independence of 
Kosovo from Serbia, a Russian ally, expanding NATO to include some former Soviet bloc nations and 
stationing elements of a missile defense system in Eastern Europe.

But the two worked closely together to battle terrorism. Administration officials said Mr. Putin generally 
cooperated in efforts to curtail nuclear programs in Iran and North Korea.

Only four months ago, Mr. Bush and Mr. Putin met in Sochi, the Russian resort only miles from Georgia, and 
signed a “framework agreement” that pledged cooperation on a variety of diplomatic and security matters and 
declared that “the era in which the United States and Russia considered one another an enemy or strategic 
threat has ended.” Mr. Gates, along with Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, traveled twice to Moscow in the 



past year for discussions on that agreement, which has now been overshadowed by the war and appears 
unlikely to progress any time soon, if ever.

One of the main goals of those talks - to assuage Russia’s concerns about a network of missile defenses -
appeared even less likely on Thursday after Poland and the United States announced an agreement to deploy 
a battery of American missile interceptors on Polish territory, a step Russia has repeatedly denounced as 
provocative.

Mr. Bush has not directly addressed his relationship with Mr. Putin or his successor, President Dmitri A. 
Medvedev, and his aides declined on Thursday to discuss his personal views. But he has bluntly warned
Russia that it risked losing its international standing.

After postponing a trip to his ranch in Texas by a day, Mr. Bush went to the headquarters of the Central 
Intelligence Agency in Langley, Va., for a briefing on the situation in Georgia.

“Got a lot of folks, smart folks, analyzing the situation on the ground and, of course, briefing us on different 
possibilities that could develop in the area and the region,” he said, flanked by the agency’s director, Michael 
V. Hayden, and his deputy, Stephen R. Kappes.

He reiterated his call “for the territorial integrity of Georgia to be respected and the cease-fire agreement to be 
honored.”

Both Georgia and Russia took steps back from open conflict on Thursday, with Russia largely ending air 
operations over Georgia and preparing to withdraw at least some of the troops its had moved inside the 
country, Mr. Gates said.

But the issue of Georgia’s territorial integrity appeared increasingly uncertain after Mr. Medvedev met with the 
leaders of two separatist regions, South Ossetia and Abkhazia. His foreign minister, Sergey V. Lavrov, 
declared that Georgia “can forget about” reclaiming sovereignty over the regions.

Mr. Bush rescheduled his departure for Texas for Friday. Ms. Rice, he said, would brief him after returning from 
a trip to France and Georgia intended to show American support for Georgia’s shaken president, Mikheil 
Saakashvili.

For a second day, an American C-17 cargo plane arrived in Georgia bearing relief supplies, encountering no 
interference from Russian forces. Mr. Bush ordered the military-run operation on Wednesday, setting up what 
administration officials described as a direct challenge to Russia to keep its promise to allow humanitarian aid. 
A small team of Pentagon officials arrived to assess how best to funnel relief supplies to those wounded or 
displaced by the conflict.

Mr. Gates and Gen. James E. Cartwright, vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said at a Pentagon briefing 
that American forces had the right to self-defense but that said he did not anticipate that they would have to 
resort to force to distribute the medicine and shelters.

Mr. Gates stressed that he was not predicting a return to the cold war, and he said that over all the United 
States response to the crisis had been restrained.

“The United States spent 45 years working very hard to avoid a military confrontation with Russia,” Mr. Gates 
said. “I see no reason to change that approach today.”

Mr. Gates is one of the administration’s experts on Soviet and Russian policies and previously served as the 
director of central intelligence while spending his career studying the Kremlin and its efforts to exert influence 
around the world.



“What happens in the days and months to come will determine the future course of U.S.-Russian relations,” he 
said. “But by the same token, my personal view is that there needs to be some consequences for the actions 
that Russia has taken against a sovereign state.”

The United States has already canceled outright or withdrawn from several military exercises that were to have 
included Russian forces in the coming days, the first concrete, punitive steps taken by the administration. In 
addition, Mr. Gates said, the Defense Department “will re-examine the entire gamut of our military-to-military 
activities with Russia and will make changes as necessary and appropriate, depending on Russian actions in 
the days ahead.”

The Russian government unleashed its military into Georgia to accomplish two goals, Mr. Gates said: to punish 
Georgia for trying to integrate with the West and to warn other nations in the former Soviet sphere of influence 
against closer ties with Washington and its NATO allies.

“My view is that the Russians - and I would say principally Prime Minister Putin - is interested in reasserting
Russia’s, not only Russia’s great power or superpower status, but in reasserting Russia’s traditional spheres of 
influence,” he said. “My guess is that everyone is going to be looking at Russia through a different set of lenses 
as we look ahead.”

Mr. Gates’s remarks, while critical of Mr. Putin, also included an implicit rebuke of any effort to base American 
policy solely on a perceived friendship within the Kremlin. At the Pentagon, Mr. Gates was asked whether he 
trusted Mr. Putin anymore, and he paused before responding.

“ ‘Anymore’ is an interesting add,” he said. “I have never believed that one should make national security policy 
on the basis of trust. I think you make national security policy based on interests and on realities.”

#17
Georgia president signs cease-fire with Russia
By Matthew Lee
Associated Press, August 15, 2008

TBILISI, Georgia - A reluctant Georgian President Mikhail Saakashvili said Friday he signed a cease-fire 
agreement with Russia and declared in the presence of the chief U.S. diplomat that the West had behaved in 
ways that invited the invasion.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said she had been assured that Russian President Dmitry Medvedev will 
sign an identical document. The United States says the pact protects the former Soviet republic's interests 
despite concessions to Moscow.

"With this signature by Georgia, this must take place and take place now," Rice said. She did not say what, if 
anything, the United States would do if Russia defies the truce.

Near tears at times, Saakashvili said he will "never, ever surrender" in the showdown with much-larger Russia.

"You are dealing with a people who despise anything human," Saakashvili said of invading Russian forces.

Saakashvili said the West sent a disastrous signal to Russia by denying Georgia a door to NATO membership.

Saakashvili, whose leadership is founded on a close alliance with Washington that has always aggravated 
Moscow, said that Russia had interpreted NATO's snub of Georgia as capitulation. He spoke hours after 
President Bush accused Russia of "bullying and intimidation" against Georgia. Bush, delivering a formal 
statement outside the Oval Office at the White House, said the people there chose freedom and "we will not 
cast them aside."



Saakashvili did not appear enthusiastic about the cease-fire pact, but Rice defended it as a good way to return 
all forces to their prewar positions. She said that the signed pact obligates Russia to withdraw forces from 
Georgia immediately.

"Georgia has been attacked," and the world must help ensure that the country's independence and borders 
remain intact, she said following nearly five hours of meetings with Saakashvili. Their joint news conference 
was delayed by more than three hours, a sign that the talks were difficult.

"This is not a done deal," Saakashvili said. "We need to do our utmost to deter such behavior in the future."

At one point, the beleaguered Georgian leader said: "Sorry for these emotions. But I feel emotion."

Rice said the time has come "to begin a discussion of the consequences of what Russia has done. This calls 
into question what role Russia really plans to play in international politics."

Apparently concerned that Saakashvili's lengthy tirade had set the wrong tone, Rice spoke briefly on her own 
before leaving Georgia.

"It's obviously a very emotional time here in Georgia," she said after visiting wounded people in a hospital.

"It's clearly a very emotional time but I think that it should still be seen that this was a productive day. I hope 
now that peace can return to Georgia and Georgians can return to a normal life."

Bush, preparing to travel to his Texas ranch earlier Friday, said that while away from Washington, he'll keep in 
close touch with Rice and Secretary of Defense Robert Gates.

"Bullying and intimidation are not acceptable ways to conduct foreign policy in the 21st century," Bush said. He 
reiterated Gates' assertion of Thursday that Moscow's behavior in Georgia has damaged its relationship with 
Washington and its Western allies.

Rice had said earlier that the immediate goal was to get Russian combat forces out of Georgia and more 
difficult questions about the status of the country's separatist regions and Russia's presence there could be 
addressed later.

Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whitman said Friday that 82 tons of humanitarian supplies have been delivered to 
Georgia so far in four aircraft flights. He said the U.S. military is planning to do another two flights each day 
through the weekend.

There are still roughly 100 U.S. military personnel in Georgia _ ranging from military trainers to security 
personnel at the embassy. Some of the trainers are scheduled to leave because they are reservists and their 
tour is over, Whitman said.

"The United States would never ask Georgia to sign onto something where its interests were not protected," 
she told reporters aboard her plane as she flew to the Georgian capital from France where she met French 
President Nicolas Sarkozy who brokered the cease-fire.

The cease-fire require Russia to withdraw its combat forces from Georgia but allows Russian peacekeepers to 
remain in the breakaway region of South Ossetia and conduct limited patrols outside the region.

A draft of the document did not commit Russia to respecting Georgia's "territorial integrity," but rather refers to 
Georgian "independence" and "sovereignty." That means Moscow does not necessarily accept that Georgia 
governs South Ossetia and a larger separatist territory, Abkhazia.



Officials say the eventual status of the two areas will be worked out under existing U.N. Security Council 
resolutions which recognize Georgia's international borders. Those borders now include the two provinces 
where many Russian citizens and loyalists live.

The U.S. and its allies had been pushing for Russia to agree to restore the situation to the status quo before 
Georgian troops moved into South Ossetia last week, prompting Russia's severe response and seven days of 
bloodshed.

Now they have been forced to back down on the key issues of the mandate of Russian peacekeepers in South 
Ossetia, which did not previously include outside patrols, and the territorial integrity question, which Russia 
ostensibly accepted before but no longer does.

U.S. officials concede the agreement is not perfect but maintain it will get Russian combat troops out of 
Georgia, ideally within days.

In addition to the cease-fire document, Rice carried with her a letter signed by Sarkozy that clarifies the special 
security measures that Russian peacekeepers will be allowed to take on Georgian soil, officials said.

The cease-fire would allow Russian peacekeepers who were in South Ossetia before the fighting broke out to 
stay and to patrol temporarily in a strip of up to 6.2 miles, or 10 kilometers, outside, officials said.

Officials say the expanded mandate would end as soon as a team of international monitors could be sent to 
observe, something they believe can be done in weeks.

AP Diplomatic Correspondent Anne Gearan contributed to this story from Washington.


