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In Brief: Refusenik documentary highlights Soviet Jewry movement; Georga-Russia tensions; Lithuania

Dear Friend,

Earlier this week, my wife and I went to see the film Refusenik, which convincingly tells part of the history of 
Soviet Jewry. In the interests of full disclosure, I appear briefly in two clips. However, I would recommend this 
documentary even if I had not been an interviewee. It features wonderful interviews with many of the iconic 
figures of our movement and includes terrific archival footage, from the earliest days of the Soviet Union to the 
activism in Israel, the Diaspora and the Soviet Jewish community. 

Approximately three dozen people were in the audience at the showing we attended, including a number of 
former émigrés from the Soviet Union. Their reactions to this film were fascinating. There were cheers, tears 
and applause throughout the evening. The film brought a flood of memories of the struggles met and 
overcome by so many courageous men and women in the Soviet Union, and a reminder of what can be 
accomplished when the Jewish people come together in defense of one another.

One additional point needs to be emphasized about the film. It highlights the indispensable role of the United 
States government. The movement truly enjoyed support from both political parties and from every sitting 
president from Kennedy to Reagan. Importantly, Jews in the former Soviet Union continue to enjoy bipartisan 
support today. 

Refusenik is nostalgic and very watchable. For those interested in learning more about the history of the 
Soviet Jewry movement, I recommend going to NCSJ's website www.SovietJewry.org.

On to present day events. This week’s update includes stories on:

- Continuing tensions between Russia and Georgia regarding the issue of the breakaway territories of 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia. Many in Washington and other western capitals believe this is one more 
example of the Russian government’s attempt to reassert itself as the region’s main political and military 
power.

- Energy issues. While the French energy giant Total this week withdrew from negotiations with Iran, Russian 
energy giant Gazprom has said that they are willing to assist the Iranians in modernizing and expanding their 
resources. This week's update has several articles about ongoing Russian cooperation with Iran.

- The judicial inquiry into the wartime activities of Jewish anti-Nazi resistance fighters in Lithuania. NCSJ and 
other American Jewish organizations, as well as the Israeli government, have called on Lithuania to end this 
ridiculous investigation. In the last few weeks, we have met with the Lithuanian Prime Minister and other 
senior Lithuanian officials on this issue and other concerns. 



- The 10th anniversary of the signing of the International Religious Freedom Act into law, a measure which 
NCSJ and many of our member agencies supported in Congress.

- The U.S. presidential campaign and issues related to U.S.-Russian relations. The presumptive candidates 
sparred over Russian participation in the G-8, but seemed to be in some agreement on the issue of nuclear 
non-proliferation. We will continue to monitor the campaign and share with you relevant statements and 
positions.

I hope you are enjoying the summer and look forward to any comments you may have about the Update.

Sincerely,

    
Mark B. Levin
Executive Director
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#1a
Jewish businessman murdered in Ukraine
JTA Brief, July 14, 2008

An American Jewish businessman was murdered in Ukraine.

Asaf Yehudeev, 62, a citizen of the United States, was murdered in his hotel room in Odessa during the night 
of July 9. The death was only reported Monday to the public by local law enforcement agencies.

Yehudeev, who was on a business trip to Odessa, was found stabbed to death in his hotel room, Rabbi 
Avraham Wolf, the chief rabbi of Odessa and Southern Ukraine, told JTA.

Wolf said it was believed within the Jewish community that the murder was not motivated by anti-Semitism.

Local police and secret service are investigating the case but no arrests have been reported. According to local 
law enforcement agencies, Yehudeev was murdered during an attempted robbery.

A forensic medical examination showed that Yehudeev died as a result of a knife injury.

Law enforcement officials said Yehudeev’s alleged female escort was beaten and is in an Odessa city hospital 
in grave condition.

Wolf told JTA that the Odessa Jewish community is working to return the body to the United States for burial 
without an autopsy, in accordance wtih Jewish law.

#1b
Russian editor charged with extremism
JTA Brief, July 14, 2008

Prosecutors in eastern Siberia charged a local newspaper editor with extremism for a spate of anti-Semitic 
articles.

Editor Alexander Yaremenko has faced a steady stream of criticism from local government officials in the town 
of Chita that the newspaper, which is the official publication of the local branch of the Union of Russian People, 
printed nationalist and extremist rhetoric.



The historical namesake of the Union of Russian People conducted pogroms, or violent attacks, on Jews in the 
Russian empire.

On July 10, a local court approved the extremism charges related to an issue of the publication that came out 
in February of this year. Local officials conducted a psychological and linguistic evaluation of the issue to 
determine the charges, according to the prosecutors' office.

The paper's property has been seized.

"The publication of this issue insulted the honor and dignity of national or religious affiliation," an aide to the 
prosecutor told reporters in April. "It justified superiority of one nationality over another or inferiority of several 
ethnicities."

#1c
Ukraine to tighten visa rules
JTA Brief, July 15, 2008

Ukraine is toughening visa rules for most Ukrainians living in Israel.

Ukrainian citizens who left the country after 1991 to make Israel their permanent residence could face difficulty 
entering Ukraine now that the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry's consulate service has decided to change how visas 
are issued to them.

The Ukrainians living in Israel have de facto dual citizenship, which is prohibited by Ukrainian law, and thus still 
require a visa to enter Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry has proposed that Ukrainians who do not have a valid Ukrainian passport and 
are not registered at a consulate either renew their documents or request the status of "foreign Ukrainian," 
which would allow several visits to Ukraine. Another option would be to renounce Ukrainian citizenship.

Sergey Pogoreltzev, the head of the Consulate of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, says unregistered 
citizens soon will be deprived of their right to obtain Ukrainian visas.

According to Josef Zissels, the longtime Vaad leader in Ukraine, most Ukrainian emigres failed to register with 
the Ukrainian Embassy in Israel and until now have visited Ukraine using Ukrainian passports to enter and exit 
Ukraine, and Israeli passports to enter and exit Israel instead of obtaining a visa.

“I can find nothing good in this decision of the foreign ministry of Ukraine, which demands that visitors officially 
get Ukrainian passports at the Embassy of Ukraine," Zissels told JTA, adding that "I only hope that a visa-free 
protocol between Ukraine and Israel will be introduced soon.”

#1d
Ukrainian Holocaust monument vandalized
JTA Brief, July 16, 2008

A Holocaust monument was vandalized in central Ukraine.

The Holocaust memorial and “Mourn mother” memorial in the Ukrainian city of Poltava were smeared with 
paint, Ukrainian national symbols and anti-Semitic graffiti.

Local authorities are investigating the incident, which took place Monday night..

Some Poltava Jews believe that Ukrainian nationalists committed the vandalism, but others believe it was 
organized by anti-democratic forces.



The monuments memorialize more than 3,000 Poltava Jews killed there on Nov. 23, 1941 and more than 
5,000 Red Army prisoners of war and resistance fighters who were murdered there during World War II.

#1e
Anti-Semitic graffiti intensifies in Russian city
JTA Brief, July 17, 2008

A rash of swastikas and nationalist graffiti has appeared in the Russian city of Ivanovo.

Vandals spray-painted the doorway of the home of Jewish community leader Ervin Kirshtein on Wednesday. 
Community leaders believe the surge in anti-Semitic and nationalist graffiti across town could be a response to 
complaints made by community leaders to law enforcement, the Jewish News agency reported.

The swastikas appear alongside tags for the nationalist movement Russian National Unity, which has recently 
intensified its activity in the city northeast of Moscow.

Two weeks ago, anti-Semitic graffiti appeared at a Jewish community center in an Ivanovo suburb. Swastikas 
appeared on many buildings in the city center, the agency reported.

A beer bottle was smashed over Kirshtein' s head recently during a rabbi's visit.

#2
A War The West Must Stop
By Ronald D. Asmus
Washington Post, July 15, 2008

There is war in the air between Georgia and Russia. Such a war could destabilize a region critical for Western 
energy supplies and ruin relations between Russia and the West. A conflict over Georgia could become an 
issue in the U.S. presidential campaign. How they respond could become a test of the potential commander-in-
chief qualities of Barack Obama and John McCain.

The issue appears to be the future of Abkhazia, a breakaway province of Georgia and the focus of a so-called 
frozen conflict. The real issue, however, is Moscow's desire to subjugate Tbilisi and thwart its aspirations to go 
west. For several years, Russian policy toward countries on its borders has been hardening. Moscow has 
concluded that democratic breakthroughs in places such as Georgia and Ukraine are threats that need to be 
squashed. It is using the "frozen conflicts" in such places as Abkhazia and South Ossetia to reestablish a 
sphere of influence. With a lame-duck president in Washington and Europe heading off on vacation, Moscow 
may sense an opportunity to "resolve" this issue once and for all.

This latest round of Russian aggression started after the West recognized Kosovo's provisional independence 
in February and NATO bungled the issue of offering Georgia and Ukraine a membership action plan at its 
Bucharest summit in April. Moscow has since launched a creeping annexation of Abkhazia, including a series 
of illegal moves to strengthen its military hand and to provoke Tbilisi into actions that could lead to further 
Russian military intervention.

Many in the West are tempted to look the other way. This crisis is, after all, inconvenient. Georgian democracy 
is far from perfect, and Tbilisi has certainly made its own mistakes. Russia has a new president who we all 
hope could be more liberal and open to the West. We also need Moscow to be aligned with the West in the 
United Nations on issues from Iran to North Korea to Zimbabwe. This is an awkward time to take a tough 
stance. It would be only too easy to equivocate, blame all parties a little and call for more diplomacy.

But this approach is making war in the Caucasus more likely, not less so.



Its warts notwithstanding, Georgia is the region's best hope for democratic development. If the Rose 
Revolution fails, we will wait a generation or more for another chance for positive change. Critical principles, 
including sovereignty and territorial integrity, are at stake. Russia is seeking to redefine the rules of post-Cold 
War European security to its advantage. And as Georgia is considered America's project, U.S. prestige is on 
the line. The Rose Revolution was animated by American values. Tbilisi has pursued American-style economic 
reforms, has soldiers in Iraq and wants to join NATO. The region is waiting to see whether and when 
Washington will step in. If we don't try to stop Russia's overstepping, countries in the region -- from Azerbaijan 
to Central Asian energy producers -- will recalculate accordingly.

There is one way to stop this Russian power play for Georgia: solidarity. Working with our allies in Europe, we 
can draw a clear line and tell Moscow that there will be real consequences in its relations with us if it does not 
stop its aggressive course. Georgia, too, needs to act to de-escalate the tension. Yet Tbilisi cannot resolve this 
crisis alone. Halting the drift toward war requires heavy lifting by the West. In the short term, we need to 
prevent a conflict from starting this summer. In the medium term, we need Moscow to reverse its creeping --
and illegal -- annexation of Abkhazia. In the longer term, we need to establish an authentic peace process that 
can resolve the conflict for good.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice is finally engaged in this issue personally. President Bush should be, too. 
After all, Vladimir Putin, with whom he prides himself on having a close relationship, is the mastermind of this 
anti-Georgia campaign. If McCain and Obama issued statements strongly supporting Georgia, Moscow would 
have no illusions that its actions in the months ahead would affect U.S.-Russian relations after January, no 
matter which of the two senators becomes president.

Last weekend, I attended a conference at Lavadia Palace in Yalta. In the place where Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt and Winston Churchill acquiesced in February 1945 to Joseph Stalin's desire for a sphere of 
influence, I couldn't help thinking about the costs and consequences of accepting spheres of influence today. 
Many suspect that Crimea could be the next target if Moscow subjugates Georgia and then shifts its sights to 
Ukraine. Whatever the failings of these countries, they deserve better in the 21st century. They should be free 
to choose their own paths and to become normal democratic societies, including joining the European Union or 
NATO, if they so choose. That is why we should stand up for Georgia today. Accepting Moscow's demand for 
a sphere of influence was wrong in 1945. It would be wrong again today.

The writer is executive director of the Brussels-based Transatlantic Center and is in charge of strategic 
planning at the German Marshall Fund of the United States. The views expressed here are his own.

#3
Smallest spark could start war in Georgia regions
By Christian Lowe
Reuters, July 16, 2008

MOSCOW - On wooded hillsides where Georgian and separatist troops eye each other through the sights of 
their guns, the smallest spark could set off a war.

Last week the detention of four Georgian soldiers in the breakaway South Ossetia region quickly escalated into 
a crisis. Georgia threatened an attack on the Russian-backed separatists and in response Moscow sent fighter 
jets into Georgian airspace 'to cool hot heads in Tbilisi'.

Georgia's pro-Western government, the separatist leaders and the Kremlin say they do not want war. But with 
tensions at unprecedented levels, they could find themselves hostage to events on the ground.

"It's like somebody said: a couple of guys with guns could start a war in these places if they were intent on 
doing so," said Svante Cornell, an expert on Georgia at the Institute for Security and Development Policy, a 
Stockholm-based think tank.



Georgia's breakaway regions of South Ossetia and Abkhazia, both on the southern slopes of the Caucasus 
mountains, threw off Georgian control in separatist wars in the post-Soviet 1990s and now run their own affairs 
with help from Russia.

The conflicts have snowballed into an international row drawing in Russia on one side and on the other the 
United States, which wants to see Georgia join NATO.

Moscow and Washington are competing for influence over Georgia, an ex-Soviet state that hosts the only 
pipelines pumping gas and oil from the Caspian Sea to world markets without going through Russia.

TINDERBOX

On the ground in South Ossetia and Abkhazia, huge amounts of weaponry, deep-seated mistrust, unclear 
chains of command and the lack of any clear front line combine to create a tinderbox.

Abkhazia's main flashpoints are the Gali and Zugdidi districts, either side of the separatists' de facto border 
with Georgia. Four people were killed this month by a bomb in a cafe in Gali that the separatists blamed on 
Georgia.

Weapons are everywhere, and not just in the hands of formal security forces.

"We have buried arms wherever we could," Ruslan Kishmaria, the top separatist official in Gali district, told a 
Reuters reporter on a visit to the region earlier this year.

"There is probably not a single family which does not have two or three guns hidden somewhere. Oiled and 
cleaned and ready," said Kishmaria.

Irregular armed groups that fought on the Georgian side in the 1990s war, known under names such as the 
Forest Brothers and White Legions, have become active again since the start of this year, some observers say.

South Ossetia is even more volatile. It is an untidy patchwork of Georgian and separatist enclaves with shifting 
boundaries and often just a few meters (yards) from each other.

The ethnic Georgian village of Tamarasheni is hemmed in on three sides by separatist-controlled territory.

Georgian security forces equipped with Western-made weapons patrol in sight of a South Ossetian checkpoint, 
and local people showed a Reuters reporter the bullet holes in their houses from night-time gunfights.

Russian troops patrol both South Ossetia and Abkhazia under a peacekeeping mandate. Diplomats say they 
do a reasonable job keeping the sides apart, but they are not fully effective because Georgia sees them as a 
party to the conflict.

The peacekeepers in Abkhazia include a unit from the Vostok battalion, a force made up of Chechen soldiers. 
This has angered Georgia as fighters from Chechnya fought on the Abkhaz side in the separatist war.

Since 2006, local Abkhaz and Georgian commanders had been holding weekly meetings on a ceasefire line, 
meetings that acted as a safety valve for security issues. These are now suspended.

"With the dispute between Georgia and Russia in a new, dangerously confrontational phase, the risk of war in 
the South Caucasus is growing," the International Crisis Group, a Brussels-based think tank, said in a report 
this year.

"A localized provocation or an accident could cut across the calculations of all sides."

#4



Georgian rebel region rejects German peace plan
Agence France-Presse, July 18, 2008

GALI, Georgia — Abkhaz separatists on Friday rejected a German peace plan aimed at resolving their conflict 
with Georgia after talks in the volatile region with German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier.

"We have rejected the plan. It's unacceptable for us in part because of the refugee issue," Abkhaz leader 
Sergei Bagapsh told journalists after meeting Steinmeier, referring to the planned return of 250,000 Georgian 
refugees.

"Georgia must also pull its troops out. Talks before that would be pointless," Bagapsh said, alluding to 
Georgian forces stationed in the Kodori Gorge -- the only part of Abkhazia that remains partly under Georgian 
control.

The talks between Bagapsh and Steinmeier took place in the town of Gali, a no-man's-land strewn with 
bombed-out houses from the 1992-1993 war in which Abkhazia, backed by Russia, broke away from the rest 
of Georgia.

"I will not deny that the positions of those I've held talks with here in the region are still very far apart," 
Steinmeier said after the meeting, following discussions on Thursday with Georgian President Mikheil 
Saakashvili.

Steinmeier said that during his visit he had seen "the wounds that the past conflict inflicted", adding: "In light of 
the escalation in the last weeks and months, we all have a common duty to help defuse the situation."

He also reiterated calls for the Georgians and the Abkhaz to hold direct talks, warning that "the only alternative 
is that the already tense situation continues or that we even run the risk of it escalating once more."

The rejection by the Abkhaz was another major setback for the two-day visit by the German minister in which 
Saakashvili also rejected the prospect of signing a non-aggression pact with the Abkhaz under the German 
peace plan.

But Bagapsh tempered his comments about the plan on Friday with more moderate statements that appeared 
mainly aimed at journalists traveling with the German delegation rather than at local media.

"What we have in our hands is a draft. That is how we see it. What we need to do now is to turn the draft into a 
document from which we can work in the future," he told reporters, standing alongside Steinmeier.

"Our positions... are very different but we're going to work on it."

Following the negotiations, an official from the German delegation said: "The talks were difficult, as expected. 
Nevertheless, we see a chance for working with the Abkhazian side on the basis of the German plan."

Steinmeier was also due to meet Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and President Dmitry Medvedev in 
Moscow later Friday. Russian officials have voiced skepticism about the plan and about Western interference 
in the conflict.

Abkhazia has enjoyed de facto independence from Tbilisi -- with diplomatic and economic backing from 
Moscow -- since the 1992-1993 war, which killed thousands of people and forced hundreds of thousands to 
flee their homes.

Though Russia has stopped short of formally recognizing Abkhazia's separatist government, it has recently 
stepped up ties with Abkhazia and another separatist territory, South Ossetia.

The moves were in retaliation for the West's recognition of Kosovo independence and Georgia's bid to join the 
NATO alliance, analysts said.



This month has also seen a sharp rise in tensions over the long-simmering conflict, with a series of bombings 
in Abkhazia blamed on Georgia by the separatists and mutual accusations of aggression between Moscow and 
Tbilisi.

#5
Russia's Gazprom Agrees to Develop Iranian Oil, Gas Fields
By VOA News
Voice of America, July 14, 2008

Russian state energy company Gazprom has agreed to help Iran further develop its oil and natural gas fields.

The two sides signed the agreement Sunday during a visit to Tehran by a Gazprom delegation, led by chief 
executive Alexei Miller.

In the agreement, Gazprom expressed interest in further developing Iran's South Pars gas field and in 
cooperating on oil projects in Iran's Azadegan region and the Caspian Sea.

Gazprom also said it may help build a pipeline to deliver Iranian gas to India and Pakistan. Tehran has been 
seeking Russian energy investment to compensate for Western companies pulling out of Iran under pressure 
from Western governments.

Also Sunday, Iran's oil minister announced the discovery of a new oil field in southwestern Iran's Khuzestan 
region. Gholam Hossein Nozari said the oil field holds 1.1 billion barrels of crude oil, of which 233 million 
barrels are recoverable.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said Sunday that Iran wants to expand ties with Russia in oil and gas 
as much as possible. Under Sunday's agreement, Gazprom and Iran will form working groups to implement the 
proposed joint projects.

French energy giant Total said last week that it is scrapping plans to develop the South Pars gas field because 
it is too politically risky to invest in Iran.

Western governments have urged their companies to cut ties with Iran because of its controversial nuclear 
program. Western nations accuse Iran of seeking to develop nuclear weapons under cover of a civilian energy 
program, a charge Tehran denies.

#6
Saudis offer Moscow billions to break with Tehran: report
Agence France-Presse, July 15, 2008

MOSCOW - Saudi Arabia has offered to buy Russian arms worth 2.4 billion dollars (1.5 billion euros) if 
Moscow stops supporting Iran, a Russian newspaper reported Tuesday, citing diplomatic sources.

"The kingdom's government advised Moscow to cut back its cooperation with Tehran, and in exchange it held 
out the prospect of profitable contracts with Saudi Arabia," the daily business newspaper Kommersant wrote.

A spokesman for Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin denied the report.

"Any claims that military-technical cooperation between Russia and Saudi Arabia is in any way linked to 
Russian-Iranian dialogue are inappropriate and do not correspond to reality," the Interfax news agency quoted 
Putin spokesman Dmitry Peskov as saying.



The newspaper report came one day after Putin met with the general secretary of Saudi Arabia's Security 
Council, Prince Bandar bin Sultan.

Citing sources in Russia's defence industry, the newspaper said Saudi Arabia was ready to buy at least 100 
BMP-3 combat vehicles, 150 T-90 tanks and 160 Mi-17, Mi-26 and Mi-35 helicopters.

Kommersant put the total value of the equipment at about 2.4 billion dollars.

Moscow has opposed stiffer international sanctions on Iran for its nuclear programme, which Tehran says is 
civilian in nature.

Relations between Russia and Saudi Arabia -- a traditional US ally -- have warmed considerably in recent 
years.

#7
Obama opposes excluding Russia from G8
Reuters, July 12, 2008

WASHINGTON - Democratic U.S. presidential candidate Barack Obama opposes excluding Russia from the 
Group of Eight industrial nations, as suggested by Republican rival John McCain, saying Moscow's 
cooperation was needed in the fight against nuclear proliferation.

"It would be a mistake," Obama told CNN in an interview when asked about McCain's proposal. CNN on 
Saturday released excerpts from the interview that will air on Sunday.

"Look, if we're going to do something about nuclear proliferation, just to take one issue that I think is as 
important as any on the list, we've got to have Russia involved," the Illinois senator said.

"The amount of loose nuclear material that is floating around in the former Soviet Union, the amount of 
technical know-how that is in countries that used to be behind the Iron Curtain, without Russia's cooperation, 
our efforts in that on that front will be greatly weakened."

McCain has said he would push for Russia's removal from the G8 as punishment for rolling back political 
freedoms.

The G8 also includes the United States, Britain, France, Italy, Germany, Canada and Japan. Their leaders 
gather each year in one of their countries to discuss major economic and political challenges.

Russia is a fairly recent entry into the group, joining the Group of Seven in 1997. Russia's Prime Minister, 
Vladimir Putin, hosted the G8 summit in St. Petersburg in 2006 when he was president.

#8
Obama's shift
By Andrei Fedyashin
RIA Novosti, July 18, 2008

MOSCOW - Barack Obama, the presumptive Democratic nominee for president of the U.S., has at last set out 
the main principles of his foreign policy.

In fact, these principles have been pieced together from what Obama has said before, but now they have been 
presented in a single speech and in a single block. It had to be done so that America's partners would know 
what to expect from a "new White House" (they know what to expect from the Republican candidate, John 
McCain, by simply looking at George Bush). Next week (July 21-27) the Illinois senator will present these 



theses to Europe and the Middle East. His trip will take him first to Iraq and Afghanistan, then to Israel and 
Jordan and then to Berlin, London, Paris and Rome.

Obama identified five goals of his presidency. In a nutshell, he plans to: end the war in Iraq; bring to a 
victorious end the war against al-Qaeda and the Taliban; wean the U.S. off its dependence on (foreign supplies 
of) oil; make sure nuclear weapons and materials do not fall into the hands of terrorists or rogue states; and 
mend fences with U.S. allies.

"As President, I will pursue a tough, smart and principled national security strategy - one that recognizes that 
we have interests not just in Baghdad, but in Kandahar and Karachi, in Tokyo and London, in Beijing and 
Berlin."

It is a program to which any U.S. president from Reagan to Bush could have prescribed because, after all, 
nobody has said the war in Iraq should not end sooner or later while all the other goals are simply noble. As an 
aside, the 46-year-old senator delivered his speech at the Ronald Reagan International Trade Center in 
Washington (if old Ron could hear him, especially the part about the "U.S. interests" all over the world, he 
would have been pleased no end).

The largest chunk of Obama's speech was devoted to Iraq, and not only because it is the biggest external 
worry for America. At the end of the day, the highlight of Obama's trip will be his stop in Baghdad where he will 
discuss the "Iraq policy" with the commander of the American forces, General David Patraeus.

Patraeus is not just another four-star general. Just last week Congress appointed him chief of U.S. Central 
Command (an area of responsibility including Africa, the Middle East and Central Asia). In other words, he is in 
charge of America's "military arm" in the most troubled parts of the world. Petraeus is extremely popular with 
the troops and, after recent successes in Iraq, with most Americans. Many tip him to repeat Eisenhower's 
career. Such generals should be taken seriously.

The general is not an advocate of a "premature" withdrawal of troops from Iraq and his reaction to Obama's 
position on Iraq and his comments will go a long way to determine for whom America will vote come 
November. That is why Obama was studiedly careful in his speech when describing the curtailment of the 
military presence in Iraq. He said he would make "tactical adjustments" according to advice from military 
commanders and that an unspecified "residual force" would remain. In short, Obama has not backtracked on 
"troop withdrawal," but is ready to take the advice of the military command. That already is a shift of stance.

He intends to move the "central front of the war against terror" from Iraq to Afghanistan and redeploy combat 
forces from Iraq in the next 16 months. A residual force will remain in Iraq to protect the diplomats, guard the 
embassies and for various "other purposes." Several U.S. brigades will be moved to Afghanistan to pursue and 
complete the war against al-Qaeda more vigorously.

On Russia, he was as declarative as a routine State Department press release. True, he chaffed his opponent, 
John McCain, for wanting to kick Russia out of the G8. But that was a McCain statement made during the mid-
term elections. Mid-term elections in America are a far cry from national elections.

Every four years all U.S. presidential candidates undergo a strange metamorphosis. After winning the 
primaries they change shade, if not color. The reason is simple: in the primaries their aim is to win the votes of 
party activists. Among the Democrats most activists lean toward leftist liberalism, and among Republicans, 
toward hard-line conservatism. But after winning the interim race they have to fight for the votes of all 
Americans. So the Democrats and the Republicans start moving from "the fringes" to the center. They tweak 
and modify their positions, including foreign policy, and naturally the gap between them narrows. Obama is 
adjusting his stance as part of this quiet metamorphosis.

Ironically, in trying to predict what Barack Obama will bring to the White House (if he gets there) many make 
the same mistake as the West makes in trying to predict Dmitry Medvedev's foreign policy: it assumes that it 
should be dramatically different. Obama's position is similar. These speculations are usually oblivious to the 
fact that continuity of America's foreign policy and its interests are a given. In general, it makes for a mentally 



unbalanced person to try to change America's direction, especially when it is mired in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
is wrestling with the problems of a nuclear Iran and North Korea, the building of a new missile defense system 
in Europe, the fight against terror and relations with a strengthened Russia (the U.S. prefers the term 
"pugnacious"). Barack Obama has shown no signs of being such a man.

Come to think of it, the narrowing of the gap between Obama and McCain is not good for Obama. His lead 
over McCain in the opinion polls is already narrowing. The latest Reuters/Zogby poll shows 47% of Americans 
for Obama and 40% for McCain. But Obama has the foundering American economy on his side. Lawyers use 
the term "benefit of the doubt." Obama has "the benefit of recession". Economic slumps or troubles often hit 
America in election years and sweep one party out of the White House to install another. This was the case 
with Kennedy in 1960, Nixon in 1968, Carter in 1976, Reagan in 1980 and Clinton in 1994.

The opinions expressed in this article are the author's and do not necessarily represent those of RIA Novosti. 

#9
Presidential Candidates' Foreign Policy Advisers a Diverse Group
Teams reflect mix of philosophies, backgrounds, approaches
By Merle D. Kellerhals, Jr.
U.S. Department of State, July 14, 2008

Washington -- Foreign scholars, journalists and government officials closely monitor the latest foreign policy 
pronouncements of American presidential candidates, but they also pay close attention to the candidates' 
foreign policy advisers, who can influence strongly the course of a new presidency.

During his presidential campaign, George W. Bush surrounded himself with people experienced in foreign 
policy and national security, many with a so-called neoconservative political philosophy.

The 2008 presidential candidates, who have been campaigning since the November 2006 mid-term elections, 
built their foreign policy advisory teams as the campaigns progressed. Now, less than four months from the 
November elections, they must sharpen the focus of their visions and offer specifics.

Democratic Senator Barack Obama has a foreign policy agenda that emphasizes multilateral engagement and 
reinvigorated global diplomacy, while Republican Senator John McCain brings a blend of neoconservatism and 
middle-of-the-road internationalism.

Nikolas Gvosdev, editor of the National Interest, said at a recent seminar on the future of U.S. foreign policy 
that even though many think policies will change when a new president takes office January 20, 2009, belief in 
such a shift is unrealistic.

Gvosdev said it is troubling that candidates and their surrogates suggest "there is a reset button for U.S. 
foreign policy." Regardless of the new president's differences with the Bush administration, most U.S. foreign 
policy continues along already determined long-term trends, he said.

In addition, as soon as the candidates become their parties' formal nominees, they will begin receiving daily 
briefings from national intelligence officers.

These briefings help ensure a new president is fully aware of the national security issues facing the United 
States and help keep him from jeopardizing sensitive negotiations by making uninformed or injudicious 
campaign-trail comments. This knowledge also maintains continuity in U.S. national security affairs from one 
administration to the next.

OBAMA'S ADVISERS



Obama has put together a national security advisory group that includes officials from the Clinton 
administration and advisers to Senator Hillary Clinton, Obama's chief opponent in the Democratic primaries. 
Key advisers include:

. Former Secretaries of State Madeleine Albright and Warren Christopher;

. Former Defense Secretary William Perry;

. Gregory Craig, former director of the State Department's Office of Policy Planning;

. Former House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Lee Hamilton;

. Former Deputy Attorney General Eric Holder;

. Former National Security Adviser Anthony Lake, and former Deputy National Security Adviser James 
Steinberg;

. Former Senators David Boren, chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, and Sam Nunn; and

. Former U.S. Representative Tim Roemer.

MCCAIN'S ADVISERS

McCain sought out mainstream Republicans to serve as his foreign policy and national security affairs 
advisers. Ron Scheunemann was the foreign policy coordinator for the first McCain presidential campaign in 
2000 and is filling that role again. He has extensive experience as a Republican legislative staff adviser on 
foreign policy issues including NATO enlargement, U.N. reform and ballistic missile defense.

Other key McCain advisers include:

. Robert Kagan, a scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace who served on the State 
Department's Policy Planning staff in the Reagan administration;

. Stephen Biegun, vice president for international affairs at the Ford Motor Company and a former secretary to 
the National Security Council in the current Bush administration;

. Richard Williamson, who held senior foreign policy posts under President Reagan and in both Bush 
administrations;

. Peter Rodman, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution who served in foreign policy posts in five 
Republican administrations.

McCain also has been advised by former CIA Director James Woolsey on national security and energy issues.

In addition, crossing several generations of Republican advisers, McCain also is advised by former Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger and former Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage.

FIRST STEPS IN A NEW ADMINISTRATION

Obama or McCain will follow the same process in forming his new administration.

The newly elected president will nominate secretaries of state and defense and select a national security 
adviser to make up the "battle Cabinet," which advises presidents during crises.

Also advising the new president will be an entirely new National Security Council. The president-elect will 
chose his nominees in the days between the November election and his January 2009 inauguration.



The U.S. Senate, which must endorse the appointment, typically acts swiftly to confirm key Cabinet nominees.

#10
Ukraine grapples with alarming rise in hate crimes
By Maria Danilova and Olga Bondaruk
AP, July 11, 2008

KIEV, Ukraine — Nigerian medical student George Itoro Ebong says he was waiting for a bus in central Kiev 
last year when three young men ran up, shouted racially charged insults at him and smashed a bottle over his 
head.

In the year since, the 28-year-old says, he feels safest in his dorm or in the lecture hall. When he does go to a 
cafe or a bar, it's only during the day and with three or four friends.

"On the street it is not safe, on the metro, even on the bus it is not safe," he says.

The numbers of such hate crimes are rising at an alarming rate in this ex-Soviet bloc country, which is trying to 
hone its reputation as a bastion of democracy as it pursues a spot in the European Union and NATO.

Foreigners in Ukraine have been stunned by the sudden and ferocious spike in violence.

London-based Amnesty International warned in a report released Thursday of an "alarming rise" in the attacks 
in recent years in this nation of 46 million.

The group said more than 60 people were targeted last year, and that six of them died. More than 30 people 
were attacked since the beginning of this year, and at least four were killed.

Amnesty did not give data for earlier years, but the United Nations' International Organization for Migration said 
there were 12 such attacks in 2006, three of them fatal, and only five attacks in 2005.

Much of the violence has been blamed on ultra-rightist groups like the Ukrainian National Labor Party.

The party leader, Evhen Herasymenko, told The Associated Press that attacking dark-skinned foreigners is like 
"the immune system — the reaction of a healthy body to the infection that got into it."

Any non-Slavic-looking person can be a target. A black American diplomat, not assigned to Ukraine, was 
attacked in Kiev in 2005 by a group of men in an apparent hate crime. The diplomat had minor injuries.

The U.S State Department on its Web site now warns prospective travelers to Ukraine of "racially motivated 
violence."

Foreign students are perhaps the most vulnerable. Since 2002, the number of foreign students has doubled to 
nearly 40,000. Most come from China, Russia, Syria, India, Iran and Malaysia, the Education Ministry says.

Despite the dangers, they keep coming, lured by the solid Soviet-style education and relatively cheap tuition 
fees.

Rights advocates are puzzled by the rise in hate crimes but they say government inaction is partly to blame.

"These things happen when governments let them happen," Amnesty researcher Heather McGill said.

The report, which McGill co-authored, criticizes the government for failing to investigate hate crimes thoroughly 
and punish perpetrators.



The group said Ukrainian law enforcers fail to classify such attacks as racially motivated and instead often 
write them off as hooliganism, which is easier to prove in court and usually carries a lighter sentence.

Rights groups also say the government aggravates the problem by denying that racism is growing.

Ukrainian hate groups are believed to be inspired by their counterparts in Russia, which has been struggling 
with a much larger problem with racially motivated attacks, according to Amnesty.

Russian skinheads help the local groups, sharing tips and video clips on how to attack and torture victims and 
pointers on how to safely flee a crime scene, the rights group says.

Police say some 500 skinheads operate in Kiev alone. Another 1,000 members of hate groups are estimated to 
be active elsewhere in the country, according to the IOM.

Nigerian Henry Asimote, 40, is recovering from multiple knife wounds to the stomach he received in March 
when two men assaulted him on a trolley bus in Kiev.

The sports clothes seller says he may have to return with his Ukrainian wife and 2-year-old daughter to 
Nigeria.

"We came to this country, these were good people, but it is becoming too dangerous for me and my family," he 
said.

#11
Back In the USSR?
By Leon Aron
Washington Post, July 14, 2008

Vladimir Putin's appointment this spring as prime minister of the symbolic "union" of Russia and Belarus was 
yet another example of the troubling similarities between today's Russia and the other most stable and 
prosperous Russian regime of the past 80 years: Leonid Brezhnev's Soviet Union in the 1970s. That economy, 
too, was fueled by then-record oil prices. And while there are clear differences between the two Russias, if 
these tendencies go unchecked, the increasingly authoritarian and economically statist country may soon face 
crises of the kind that became apparent under Brezhnev and contributed to the Soviet Union's demise.

The most disturbing of these propensities include:

• The national alcoholic binge. In the 1970s, Soviets annually consumed eight liters of strong (40 to 80 percent 
proof) alcoholic beverages per person -- more than any other country. Between 1964 and 1980, male life 
expectancy fell from 67 to 62. Today, per capita consumption of vodka, which is four times cheaper in relation 
to the average salary than 30 years ago, has grown to 10 liters, according to official statistics (outside experts 
say it is higher). By contrast, the most recent data available from the World Health Organization show the 
corresponding U.S. figure is 2.57 liters. One in 10 Russian men is thought to be an alcoholic. Life expectancy 
for Russian men is less than 60.6 years, more than 15 years shorter than in the United States and European 
Union and below current levels in Pakistan or Bangladesh.

• Oil-for-food. This spring, Putin admitted that 70 percent of the food consumed in Russia's largest cities is 
imported, a situation he decried as "intolerable." This problem, too, first surfaced in the 1970s, when grain 
imports were so high that by the end of the decade they supplied the flour for every third loaf of bread. When 
oil prices collapsed, Russia was forced to spend gold reserves and seek loans -- and eventually found itself 
without grain or gold. After agricultural land was denationalized in the early 1990s, food became available 
almost immediately -- for the first time in almost 70 years it could be had without hours-long lines and rationing 
coupons. Russia started to export grain. Yet agricultural land was never legally privatized, and rules for long-
term leasing have been left to local authorities.



Not surprisingly, such legal gray areas have given rise to corruption, increased production costs and hampered 
innovation. Provincial governors, who are no longer elected and answer only to the president, pressure 
successful entrepreneurs and farmers to "share" with local authorities. A leading industrialist told me that at 
least six local agencies conduct almost weekly "inspections" of his potato farm. State agriculture subsidies 
often go to the largest and best politically connected enterprises, not necessarily the most productive ones.

The ruble's steady appreciation because of huge petro-dollar inflows further depresses the domestic food 
industry. Should Russia allow the ruble to float, at least partially, to help curb inflation, it would become even 
more expensive, encouraging demand for better-quality and, often cheaper, imported food.

Putin's remedies have the same flavor as Brezhnev's: Throw billions in subsidized credits and grants at the 
problem instead of strengthening property rights and making it easier for independent producers to compete.

• One-party rule. With its opposition marginalized and demoralized, and election results rigged, United Russia 
has emerged as the "ruling party," the term that used be reserved for the Soviet Communist Party. "Today we 
are the party responsible for the government," a top United Russia functionary told a Russian newspaper this 
year, "since our leader [Putin, the party's chairman] is the chairman of the government." Those who argue, 
rightly, that United Russia membership is only a ticket for ambitious apparatchiks to punch should remember 
that there was precious little ideological fervor and much cynicism in the 1970s as well. Lack of sincerity then 
did nothing to ameliorate the absence of corrective societal feedback and, with it, the inability to reverse dead-
end policies that led to the crisis.

• A new oligarchy. Brezhnev drew some of his loudest cheers in his six-hour "reports" to party congresses 
when he declared "respect for the cadres." Delivering his presidential valediction this spring, Putin's longest 
applause came when he cited "stability" as his crowning achievement.

With virtually every top Putin official and adviser retained, sent to the Security Council or made "presidential 
envoy" to some part of the country, a new nomenklatura has emerged -- insulated from media criticism, spared 
political competition and effectively immune from criminal prosecution. As in Soviet times, the members of this 
political master race are almost never fired, only retired with honors or reassigned. Since the Putin "Politburo" 
and "Central Committee" are a good 20 years younger than Brezhnev's, retirement is not an option.

The 1970s made clear what the belief in official infallibility and omnipotence, utter disregard for public opinion, 
ossification, and pandemic corruption could lead to. Most of all, the experience of Brezhnev's Russia confirms 
that authoritarian "stabilization" is a curious political commodity. Its benefits are instantly apparent but its price 
is revealed only gradually -- and may be devastatingly high. As he moves forward, President Dmitry Medvedev 
would do well to remember the lessons from Russia's other most stable regime. 

Leon Aron is director of Russian studies and a resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute. He is the 
author, most recently, of "Russia's Revolution: Essays 1989-2006."

#12
Jewish camp revival spreading across FSU
By Jackie Len
Jerusalem Post, July 14, 2008

By the time Nikita Khrushchev took the premiership of the former Soviet Union in 1958, most of the 5,000 
synagogues functioning prior to the Bolshevik Revolution were closed. During this period, the practice of 
Judaism had became impossible in a land so many Jews called home.

In the last two decades, however, the region has seen a revival of Jewish life spearheaded by religious youth 
camps established in the Former Soviet Union (FSU). If Stalin were alive to see the flocks of Jewish children 
congregating at the growing number of camps, he may have wondered where his vision for an atheist society 
went awry.



Gan Israel, which has been running for 19 years is the largest network of Jewish camping in the world 
according to their website. The network has locations across the FSU from Siberia to St. Petersburg, with 85 
day camps hosting approximately 2,000 participants, and 24 overnight camps with approximately 6,000 
campers.

"The goal of the camp is that children who are year around not exposed to anything Jewish can come and 
enjoy 24 hours surrounded by Jewish tradition, history and fun," explained Rivka Klein, director of Gan Israel 
camps in Moscow.

"We hope they see how interesting, pleasant and fun being Jewish can be, which is so opposite of what their 
parent's grew up with."

The FSU camps spend a little over $2 million annually and are funded exclusively by private donors.

"Around 20 to 30 percent of the funds come from local donors and the rest is international," Klein said.

While each camper requires $240 in funds, the families themselves only pay about $20 per child.

All staff and counselors are volunteers, and in Moscow the counselors are alumni of Gan Israel while in other 
camps counselors often come from the US and Israel, according to Klein.

"I think the first seed is planted at Gan Israel. When you have a child that is excited, impressed and learning it's 
a very important part of the community. We hope that [the camps] will give them tools and good memories," 
said Klein. "It should inspire them to find out more and research and develop their roots."

The summer getaways were formed to do much more than just entertain children.

"The long-term goal of the camps is to fight assimilation and intermarriage," said David Mondshine, general 
director of the Or Avner Foundation, a fund for Jewish education in the FSU. "Most of the kids do not have 
Jewish fathers. It is hard to find kids with two Jewish parents, which is reflective of our situation."

The camp identifies a child as Jewish exclusively by the mother's religion.

"You see a big change in the families. We hear a lot from the parents [who] didn't have a chance to learn the 
things that the kids are learning now. They are learning from the kids and are happy about it," continued 
Mondshine.

With about 50% of the children attending public schools upon returning to their communities, Gan Israel must 
address the issue of absorption back into secular society after the summer is over.

"What I hear from the children is that Russia is becoming more and more accepting. I don't think that being a 
minority is extremely hard for them because they get bad stuff for it, it is hard because they are alone without a 
support system," said Klein. "That is why we try to provide events weekly."

Gan Israel has established centers throughout the FSU for children seeking to continue their Jewish education 
throughout the year.

Other organizations have also begun establishing camps throughout the FSU in an effort to extend religious 
education into the world of Russian Jewry. The American Joint Jewish Distribution Committee and the United 
Jewish Communities of MetroWest New Jersey have been running a camp in Cherkassy, Ukraine for 11 years. 
The camp has about 100 participants including parents, who are directly integrated into the camp's activities. 
Families pay a minimal fee for participation, most of the cost being covered by the MetroWest Jewish 
Community.

"I can see a change in the community. They are celebrating a new Jewish life. You see a family learning 
together how to do a Shabbat and celebrating together for the first time," said Michal Zur, program director for 



MetroWest Jewish Communities Israel office. "It's sad that they had to go through dark periods of nothing 
connected to Judaism, but now they are rediscovering [their heritage] and we feel that people are committed 
and really want to learn more."

The UJC is sending two counselors each from the US and Israel to the Ukraine this year. The representatives 
will be training for their summer positions this week in Jerusalem.

"I have worked with Jewish teens from all over the world and [my experiences in the Ukraine] were the most 
inspiring for me. You see people that have a desire to connect and to learn. The connection triangle between 
the Americans, Israelis and Ukrainians is exciting. Even with the language barriers they make connections," 
Zur said.

#13
U.S. Law Promotes Religious Freedom Around the World
Bush honors 10th anniversary of International Religious Freedom Act
U.S. Department of State, July 14, 2008

Washington - Even though many countries have become more tolerant in recent years of individuals 
worshiping as they choose, there are still governments abusing religious freedom, President Bush said on the 
10th anniversary of the International Religious Freedom Act.

The act was built on "a tradition that defined our nation," Bush said at the White House July 14, noting the right 
to worship freely was guaranteed by framers of the U.S. Constitution and continues to be a fundamental 
principle in the United States today.

The 1998 law established "vital diplomatic tools" that enable the U.S. government to promote religious freedom 
around the globe by empowering the secretary of state, under the president's authority, to designate nations 
severely violating religious freedoms as "countries of particular concern."

Once designated, countries can face economic sanctions or other U.S. actions deemed appropriate by the 
president in consultation with other governments and humanitarian organizations. The United States tries to 
work with designated countries to improve religious tolerance and provides funding for overseas programs that 
promote the freedom of worship.

"HOPEFUL PROGRESS"

In the act's 10-year history, there has been "hopeful progress" in many countries, Bush said. Among these 
accomplishments:

. In Turkmenistan, the United States pressed for the release of Mufti Ibadullah, imprisoned for refusing to teach 
state propaganda as a religious text. The mufti has since become an adviser to the country's religious affairs 
council.

. Vietnam's government has taken "promising first steps toward religious freedom" by releasing dozens of 
religious prisoners and re-opening churches that had been shut down by the government.

Bush said the anniversary should serve as a reminder that many people still do not have the freedom to 
worship as they choose. He specifically cited:

. Eritrea, where 3,000 are imprisoned for their religious belief.

. Burma, where Buddhist monasteries have been raided and monks have been attacked during peaceful 
protests.



. China, where a dissident was barred from visiting the United States and meeting with members of Congress 
when Chinese authorities detained him.

. Uzbekistan, where members of religious minorities have been beaten and jailed, but where "recent 
agreements give us hope that these abuses will not be repeated," according to the president.

"Today we urge the leaders of all these countries to immediately end their abuses of religious freedom," Bush 
said.

Referencing the Chinese incident, the president said, "So long as there are those who want to fight for their 
liberty, the United States stands with them."

The act also established the State Department's International Religious Freedom office and created the 
position of ambassador-at-large "to ensure that religious liberty remains a priority of every administration," 
Bush said.

The office promotes religious freedom, monitors discrimination worldwide and recommends and implements 
policies designed to promote religious tolerance. It issues the annual International Religious Freedom Report, 
a detailed review of the status of religious freedom in more than 190 countries. Additional information is 
available on the Web site of the Office of International Religious Freedom's (http://www.state.gov/g/drl/irf/) Web 
site.

The president's remarks on the anniversary (http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2008/07/20080714-
1.html) are available on the White House Web site.

#14
Russian Jewish lawmakers forge common cause
By Grant Slater
JTA, July 15, 2008

MOSCOW - There are no Russian-speaking members of the German parliament, but the miniature red, black 
and gold flag was still perched on the edge of the conference table.

All questions on Germany were directed to Sergey Lagodinsky, a de facto member of the Parliamentary Club 
of the World Congress of Russian Jewry.

"I am as close as they get," Lagodinsky said.

But if the club accomplishes its goal of adding to its ranks of Russian-speaking national lawmakers around the 
globe, that won't be the case for long.

Members of parliaments from Israel, Latvia, Ukraine and Russia converged on Moscow last week for the club's 
second gathering. They sought out common policies and traded ideas for working with a largely aging Russian 
Jewish population across national borders.

At the Soviet-era Hotel Metropol in Moscow's center, the club members mingled in a ballroom of shimmering 
gold and crushed velvet toasting their common causes: maintaining Russian language and culture, pension 
relief for elderly immigrants and the election of Russian-speaking Jews to every level of government.

The 20 legislators and politicians at the meeting represented about half of the group's membership.

Of the total membership, the largest contingent is the 17 Russian-speaking members of the Israeli Knesset, 
followed by legislators from Russia and other parts of the former Soviet Union.

The World Congress of Russian Jewry belongs to a network of often-overlapping Jewish congresses in Russia.



Under the leadership of Boris Shpigel, a member of Russia's upper house of parliament, the World Congress 
has staked its claim to the Russian expatriate community, especially in Israel, the United States and Germany.

The congress is built on the belief that Russian-speaking Jews harbor a distinct mix of cultural, religious and 
ethnic identity that sets them apart from the Jewish communities where they land after leaving the former 
Soviet Union.

Maintaining that identity also meshes with an initiative of the Russian government led by a Kremlin insider 
close to Shpigel. But the club members say they did not join to press the Russian government's agenda 
abroad.

"The identity of Russian Jews in New York or Australia is closer than the Jewish guy who lives next door to him 
on the street," said Motya Chlenov, the executive director of the World Congress.

With this shared identity in mind, the lawmakers in Moscow said similarities extend to challenges that Russian-
speaking Jewish communities face in their home countries. Pension problems and maintaining cultural identity 
frustrate leaders from Brighton Beach to Tel Aviv.

The parliamentary group met for the first time in March in Kiev for an introductory session. Last week's session 
was described as an effort to shore up its agenda.

Several points of agreement did emerge in a summary meeting on July 11, when the lawmakers talked at 
length about maintaining Russian pensions for older emigres and securing educational benefits for younger 
Russian speakers.

For his part, Lagodinsky represents a new set of Russian-speaking Jewish political aspirants in Germany and 
the United States.

Born in 1975 in the southern Russian city of Astrakhan, Lagodinsky's family left for Germany in 1993. He 
attended university there and at Harvard for post-graduate studies.

Lagodinsky worked as a representative for the American Jewish Committee in Berlin but now serves in an 
advisory capacity.

A year-and-a-half ago he founded a caucus within Germany's Social Democratic Party -- the opposition faction 
in the parliamentary government -- to press for the interests of the German Jewish community. That community 
numbers some 110,000, 90 percent of whom are of Russian descent, Lagodinsky said.

"They're dispersed all over Germany and it makes them weak," he said.

On support for Israel and America or on pension issues, the Social Democrats had moved away from the 
interests of the Jewish population, he said.

While Lagodinsky can't say if he intends to make a bid for that first Russian Jewish seat in Germany's 
parliament, he hopes to create a network uniting that disparate population.

Lagodinsky, a secular Jew, said the fastest way to unite Russian-German Jews is through cultural and 
linguistic heritage. Efforts at religious revival should be left open, he said.

But a fine line remains between maintaining cultural heritage and pressing Russia's cultural case as a proxy 
abroad.

One guest seated to the right of Shpigel at a dinner July 10 dispenses millions of dollars to do just that.



Vyacheslav Nikonov is a Kremlin insider and the head of the Russki Mir foundation, a nongovernmental 
organization with a $20 million budget to promote Russian language and culture abroad.

Toast after toast rang out through the hall, including Nikonov's, to a shared hope that the World Congress and 
the foundation could maintain the Russian language and culture together in their efforts.

The two organizations have similar goals and advantageous political positions -- the World Congress began six 
years ago under the auspices of the Federation of Jewish Communities, a Chabad-led group with close ties to 
the Kremlin. But the lawmakers said they came to Moscow not for marching orders but to establish a common 
cause.

"I think this is exactly the water line," said Yuli Edelstein, the deputy speaker of the Knesset. "As long as the 
efforts are toward cultural cooperation, promoting the Russian language, definitely we are there. If we are 
talking about organizations dealing with bringing Russian politics or uniting Russians around Russia, definitely 
we are not there."

The club met with representatives of the Russian pension fund, the Moscow city government and legislators 
including Alexander Torshin, the vice chairman of Russia's upper house of parliament.

With Torshin they brought up concerns that a Russian Internet provider was hosting a Web site for a Hamas 
militant group, Az-Adin Al-Qassam.

In a conference summing up the group's meeting, the lawmakers touched on quotas for Russian-speaking 
students at Israeli universities and extending Russian state pension benefits for those living abroad.

The World Congress keeps close tabs on Russian Jews moving up through the electoral ranks. In the United 
States, that means people like Kirill Reznik, a member of Maryland's House of Delegates originally from 
Ukraine, and Alec Brook-Krasny, a New York state assemblyman representing Coney Island in Brooklyn.

Though they were separated by an ocean, both Brook-Krasny and Edelstein said they were battling for health 
benefits for survivors of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. Brook-Krasny recently secured state funding to provide 
cancer screening for victims.

Though he couldn't participate in this gathering of the club, Brook-Krasny said the concerns of Russian Jews 
are similar across the world. In his district, he said, an aging population has been motivated to vote in a bloc --
a process that will lead to more Russian-speaking legislators in the future.

In a phone interview from New York, Brook-Krasny told JTA, "The future elected Russian-speaking officials will 
be people who feel comfortable in both worlds."

#15
Jewish claim 
Baltic Times, July 9, 2008

There is an old saying that all that is needed for bad things to happen is for good men to do nothing. While we 
are not questioning whether Prime Minister Kirkilas and the Lithuanian government are actually good men, 
what is clear is that they are doing nothing to stop the rising tide of anti-Semitism in Lithuania. They are doing 
nothing either to promote the nation’s ancient Jewish heritage.

It is not just the case of a few skinheads marching through the streets of Vilnius or building of a block of flats. It 
is not even the matter the amount of property restitution, which is of concern. What is worrying is the 
symbolism of these events. As we report in this edition of The Baltic Times, every other country in region has 
paid restitution or is in the process of paying restitution. Latvia is a little bit behind, the bill for monetary 
compensation was voted down by parliament, but at least the Latvians are making an effort.



In Lithuania, they have not even started rolling the ball. 17 years after independence and six years after 
negotiations with Jewish leaders began, there has been nothing.

In other Eastern and Central European cities where neo-Nazis have tried to march they have been publicly 
condemned. In Lithuania, the government said nothing on the matter for 10 days and then only spoke after 
pressure from the international community.

As to the matter of the cemetery in downtown Vilnius, it is true that a survey has been done in July. No one 
knows the results.

However, building should never have started in the first place. This would not happen in any other democratic 
nation.

Jewish leaders informed The Baltic Times that the Lithuanian government would come up with excuses for 
what community leaders describe as apathy, intransigence and lack of sensitivity. The Lithuanian government 
has no answers at all. There is complete silence.

The Lithuanian government needs to understand that the Jewish contribution to Lithuania is immense. It is 
Lithuanian culture that the government is undermining. The requests of the Jewish community for property 
restitution are modest. There used to be a quarter of a million Jews in Vilnius; the request is for only 150 
properties.

As we report in this week’s Outlook article the Jews of Lithuania choose to stay because they love their 
country. The young people are ready to fight for it. After all, it is only because of Lithuanian independence that 
Jewish life is possible again.

Lithuanians are fond of seeing themselves as victims. The government is demanding restitution from Russia, a 
claim that Jewish leaders support.

It is time for Kirkilas to recognize that there are other victims. The Jewish community does have a legitimate 
claim. Kirkilas should move forward on the issue and do the right thing. Kirkilas has an opportunity to prove to 
the world that he is actually a good man.

#16
Reopening Lithuania's old wounds
By Tim Whewell
BBC Radio 4, July 16, 2008 

A judicial inquiry into the wartime activities of Jewish anti-Nazi resistance fighters in Lithuania has led to 
accusations that the small Baltic state is trying to distort the history of World War II.

The row follows investigations by the country's prosecutor into whether the former partisans - Holocaust 
survivors now in their 80s - themselves committed war crimes.

Israel has denounced the inquiry as scandalous and refused to allow one of the main potential witnesses to be 
questioned. Britain's foremost World War II historian, Sir Martin Gilbert, told the BBC he was "deeply shocked" 
by the investigation, which he called "perverse".

The Simon Wiesenthal Centre, which works to track down Nazi war criminals, claims it is part of an attempt to 
establish a "false symmetry" between atrocities committed against Jews and atrocities allegedly committed by 
them.

And the dispute has now led to a tense meeting between the Lithuanian prime minister Gediminas Kirkilas and 
American Jewish leaders.



'Punitive action'

At least four former fighters have now been questioned or are being sought for questioning. All deny any 
wrongdoing, and so far the main evidence appears to be memoirs written by former partisans themselves.

The row began to develop last September when the Lithuanian prosecutor for war-crimes and crimes against 
humanity asked to talk to Israeli historian Yitzhak Arad about his experiences as a 16-year-old boy, after he 
had escaped from a Nazi-run ghetto in Lithuania and joined the Soviet-led resistance force in the forest. 

Dr Arad, 81, is former head of Israel's Holocaust Memorial Authority, Yad Vashem.

He was not informed what provoked the inquiry, but the prosecutor, Rimvydas Valentukevicius, told the BBC 
he was investigating the killing of at least one civilian in a raid by partisans on Girdenai, a village in eastern 
Lithuania in 1944.

In his book, The Partisan , first published in English in 1979, Dr Arad described how his brigade was ordered to 
mount a "punitive action" against villagers who, he wrote, were armed by the Germans and had shot partisans 
attempting to requisition food.

Dr Arad described how houses were burned. But he denies involvement in the killing of any civilians.

He has said he is willing to be interviewed by Lithuanian journalists, but not by the police. "I don't trust them," 
he said. "The case has no basis. It is trying to falsify events. And I don't want to be part of this play."

Rewriting history?

Dr Arad, like other former partisans, insists that joining the Soviet-led resistance force was effectively his only 
means of staying alive in Nazi-occupied Lithuania.

Historians say about 95% of the country's Jews - 200,000 people - were killed by the Germans and their 
Lithuanian collaborators, probably the highest proportion in Europe.

Under Lithuanian law, any citizen can initiate an inquiry into wartime crimes, and Dr Arad believes the inquiry 
into his record is revenge for expert evidence he gave at the trial in the United States of a former Lithuanian 
Nazi collaborator accused of involvement in the killing of Jews.

"I think they use my case as a general intention to rewrite history," he said, "to show that Jews are not the only 
victims."

Lithuania's deputy foreign minister Jaroslavas Neverovicas told the BBC that Dr Arad was wanted as a 
witness, not a suspect.

But the case has undone painstaking work by the government a few years ago to establish an international 
commission of historians tasked with examining the crimes of both the Nazi and Soviet regimes in Lithuania, 
and attempting to draw up a definitive version of highly controversial events.

One aim was to reconcile differing assessments, inside and outside Lithuania, of the extent of Lithuanian 
involvement in the Holocaust.

Sabotage

Dr Arad, seen as a key Israeli scholar, was originally persuaded to join the Commission only after the personal 
intervention of Lithuania's president. But he has now withdrawn, at least until the case is dropped, as has 
Britain's representative, Sir Martin Gilbert.



"The Commission was one of the best things that happened in post-Soviet Lithuania," the deputy foreign 
minister, Mr Neverovicas, said. "It's unfortunate that such an episode appeared. But when the accusation 
happened, our prosecutor's office could not sit still, it had to investigate." 

 The government-appointed head of the commission, however, believes that its work has been deliberately 
sabotaged by nationalist forces who want to lead Lithuania away from the European mainstream.

Conservative member of parliament Emmanuelis Zingeris, Lithuania's leading Jewish politician, who was one 
of those at the forefront of the country's campaign to break away from the Soviet Union in the late 1980s, said:

"Someone has tried to dismantle this carefully-built bridge between Lithuania, Israel, America and world 
historical opinion. And it's a real tragedy.. a highly counter-productive move against Lithuanian liberal values, 
against all our shared values with NATO and EU countries."

For the Simon Wiesenthal Centre, the world's main Nazi-hunting organisation, the investigation of Jewish 
partisans is part of a wider attempt by Lithuania to improve its international image by rewriting the history of 
World War II.

"The participation of so many Lithuanian volunteers in the mass murder of Jews is a very sensitive subject," 
says Efraim Zuroff of the centre's Jerusalem office. "However if it emerges that there were Jews who 
committed crimes against Lithuanians, that would blunt the shame that Lithuanians feel in response to their 
World War II crimes."

"The Holocaust obfuscation, distortion and deflection going on in Lithuania should be a very serious cause of 
concern in the EU and Nato," he added.

"I think what is happening in Lithuania and elsewhere throughout Eastern Europe is far more serious than the 
phenomenon of Holocaust denial which has never penetrated mainstream European society."

Dr Zuroff describes independent Lithuania's record in prosecuting Nazi war criminals as a "miserable failure". 
Since 1991, it has prosecuted three Nazi collaborators - and 24 people accused of crimes against humanity or 
genocide under the Soviet regime.

Totalitarian

The country has its own judicial definition of the word "genocide", wider than that used by the United Nations.

It includes attempts to wipe out particular social as well as ethnic groups, and can therefore potentially be used 
to prosecute Soviet crimes as well as Nazi ones.

Many non-Jewish Lithuanians argue they were subject to a form of genocide because the Soviet Union 
attempted to destroy the nation's intellectual elite through mass deportations to Siberia, the fight against anti-
Soviet guerrillas, and other forms of persecution.

As for Nazi collaborators, the government says most were prosecuted in Soviet times, whereas the task of 
finding Soviet collaborators could only begin after independence.

Deputy foreign minister Neverovicas says Lithuania is being even-handed in investigating both totalitarian 
regimes and is right to be spearheading efforts in the European Parliament to make Western Europeans more 
aware of Soviet crimes.

But his government is clearly embarrassed by the still-widening investigation of the partisans.

This spring prosecutors questioned 86-year-old Fania Brantsovskaya, who still lives in Lithuania, about the role 
her partisan brigade played in an alleged massacre of 38 civilians in the village of Kaniukai in south-eastern 
Lithuania in January 1944.



Mrs Brantsovskaya insists she was not present during the raid and has now also been told that she is not a 
suspect.

Nevertheless the prime minister Mr Kirkilas was so concerned about the possible impact of the case on 
Lithuania's relations with America's influential Jewish community that he invited her to tea before his trip to 
New York.

Lithuania insists, however, that the judiciary works independently of the government, and the inquiry continues.


